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CHRONOLOGY: MERCY

1647
1649
1651
1654
1655
1658
1659
1659/61
1660
1660
1660
1660/61
1662
1664
1672
1672

1676

anti-priest laws in New England

Toleration Act in Maryland

Vaark born

repeal of Toleration Act; Calvery overthrown

first slave auction by Virginia

Cromwell dies; James restored to throne
anti-Quaker laws passed in Virginia

four Quakers executed

Charles Il becomes king

Rebekka born

tobacco market glutted

“Fifth Monarchy” men hanged; two ‘drawn and quartered’
Lila born

act declaring baptism of slaves does not free them
Vaark arrives in America

Charles” mistress, Louise, gives birth

Rebekka arrives in America




1676 Lila taken to Vaark’s farm

1676 Florens born

1677 girl born to Rebekka

1678 male infant born to Rebekka

1679 male infant born to Rebekka

1680 male infant born to Rebekka

1680/88 Maryland a palatinate under Charles | and |l
1682 girl Patricia Vaark dies

1682 Florens arrives at farm

1688 William and Mary enthroned [1689-1692 |
1689 anti Catholic revolt; 2™ Lord Calvert overthrown
1691 Maryland a ‘royal province’ [no longer ‘private’ ] til 1715

1691 Catholics forbidden to teach, hold office, etc.

1692 2" repeal of Religious Toleration Act
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OUTLINE: MERCY 3. FLORENS ( é\’

1. Florens: Ist per. p.v.; Begins her journey and her “journal” through, garden
snake crawling to doorstep to die-the sign of a death to come. Descriptions of
her love for the smithy. Fear of loneliness w/o him, in the wilderness to find
him, and being away from “home.”

2. Sir [Jacob Vaark]: His 1682 visit to Province of Maryland to settle accounts
with a planter. Takes Florens in payment of partial debt re: loss of ship and its
cargo of slaves. His ambition, religious [anti-Cathjolic] prejudice; admiration
and envy of planter’s grand house; conflict with the restraint of his own religion
and the attractiveness }qf}’rhe sumptuousness” of planter’s life. How this is not
the “old days” but modern and how it is a place where a farmer can become a
squire, a modest man a gentleman. Laughs at little girl in woman's shoes. The

mother will not be trc:ded agrees however to the daughter s purchase.
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3. Florens in wagon; the escape of slaves of both races [who are identified by
geography not race.]; they murmur their stories and where they are going; she
experiences a different kind of loneliness when they leave. Describes the death
of Sir.
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\ H)(\L 4. Lila: confusion of identity—Indian, Christian, servant? slave?—she dislikes all.
‘ML Tired of the anger and discomfort that has settled in her heart, she finds the
1 4 appearance of Florens a godsend. Her real |one||ness is for lond/home [where
one has nofhmg and everythmg] LM d "k & /(/
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5. Florens: meefs ‘ndmn girls [Algonquin fomﬁyzj The encounter is
welcoming, more than friendly. . She watches-them-care for-a-baby strapped to

its-board. (Is this what Lila is missing?)
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6. Mlsfress “He brought her a black one this time. Mute, she thought.

Thoughts on her marriage (“I shat in a bucket for eight weeks (in public)” to get

to her husband. Loss of her four babies in rough country. He now wants a

periwig and a big, grand house. Wants for farm as a hobby-not as life support. [,p 47
The business that takes him south is profitable, but makes her nervous-socially (!
and morally. He dies from smallpox. After his burial, she gets the spots then e
the blisters on her face. Sends Florens to the smithy who had cured Soledad. |
Writes letter that will protect her from anyone who stops her.

7. Florens: arrival at village, taken in by a woman whose daughter has just
been accused of the craft; the interrogation is the next morning. The mother
has beaten the daughter’s legs bloody to convince the village the daughter is
not a demon. Before the questioning they are curious about Florens. She
shows them the letter. They must decide between the proof in the letter [of who
she is] and the proof of her skin. She is very very black and could be the
daughter of the Black Man [a version of one of Satan’s minions]. They decide
to decide later; distracted from the daughter with the question, the mother helps
her get away. This is the first time Florens knows she is bdgktas<dns'inferior’ by
color instead of elass. statvs

8. Soledad: About her baby which dies and her illness which the smithy cures

her of. Also her bcck/ground and relchonshlp fo Sir c/nd Mls’rress etc. g pae [
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9. Florens: arriving at Smithy’s, seeing the chlid he is caring for Jealous He
leaves to tend to Mistress. While he is gone she is obsessed by the child; it |
sgtres at her, won’t speak to her; she thinks it is threatening her; attacks it (05
the woman protecting her daughter with bloody-ing leg flesh did). lts cries and
suffering jolt her from the blood lust, and she tends to it as the Indian girls did
their beby. Bandaging its legs, etc. Smithy returns. Child crawls to him on
infected legs. He is aghast. Expels her.




¥ 10. Mother [?] telling why she let daughter go: was being passed from planter
to planter’s wife at night. Knows her vain, “prettified” daughter will not be
spared that. The boy will be.

11. Florens: returns to farm. Mistress is recovering. Florens sleeps in the new,
unfinished house. Writing on the floors and walls her story by lamp light at
night (when she feels a belonging). During the day ( at work) she feels shame.
Not sure if the shame is her child flogging, her race, or her abandonment.
Hopes for mercy.




1647 anti priest laws in New England

1649 toleration act in Maryland

1651 Vaark born

1654 repeal of toleration act

1655 1st slave auction in Virginia

1658 Cromwell dies; James restored

1659 anti Quaker laws passed

1659-61 four Quakers executed

1660 Charles Il king

1660 Rebekka born

1660 tobacco market glutted

1660-61 Fifth monarchy men hanged; two drawn and quartered

1662 Lina born

1664 (Virginia) baptizing slaves does not free them

1665-6 plague and London fire=virulent anti-Catholicism

1669 Sorrow born




1672 Vaark arrives in America

1673 Test Act [who is Catholic?]

1676 Bacon marches with 400 men

1676 Rebekka arrives in America

1676 Lina purchased/ taken to Vaark’s farm

1676 Florens born

1677 girl born to Rebekka

1678 anti Catholic hysteria

1678 male child born to Rebekka

1679 male born to Rebakka

1680 male born to Rebekka

1680-88 Maryland a Palatinate under Charles I

1682 Patrician dies

1682 Florens taken to Vaark farm

1685 James |l (protestant son of Charles Il) restored; slaughter of Macaulay

1688 William and Mary (protestants) crowned [reign 1689-1692]; Glorious Revolution




1689 anti Catholic revolt; second Lord Calvert overthrown

1691 Maryland royal, no longer private [until 1715]

1691 Catholics forbidden to teach or hold office in Maryland

1692 second repeal of Toleration Act










anti-priest laws in New England

Toleration act in Maryland

Vaark born

repeal of toleration act

first slave auction in Virginia

Cromwell dies; James restored

anti-Quaker laws passed in Virginia

1659-61 four Quakers executed

Charles Il is king

Rebekka born

tobacco market glutted

1660-61 Fifth Monarchy men hanged; two drawn and quartered




Lina born

act re: baptism of slaves does not free them

1665 & 6 bubonic plague and London fire (latter leads to virulent anti-Catholicism)

Varrk arrives in America

Charles’ mistress (louise) gives birth

Test Act--who is Catholic

}89-{',0,\} MchJu_, w//f.oa men

Rebekka arrives in America

Lila purchased taken to Vaark’s farm

Florens born

Patrician born to Rebekka

anti-Catholic hysteria

male born to Rebekka




1679

1680

1680-88

1682

1682

1685

1688

1689

1691

1691

1692

male born to Rebekka

male born to Rebekka

Maryland a palatinate under Charles Il

Patrician dies

Florens taken to Vaark farm

James |l “Restored” [protestant son of Charles |l

William and Mary, protestants, crowned (1689-1692) Glorious Revolution

anti-Catholic revolt (second Calvert overthrown)

Maryland royal, not private (til 1715)

Catholics forbidden to teach or hold office in Maryland

second repeal of toleration act
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1676 Lila taken to Vaark’s farm

1676 Florens born
- 1677 girl born to Rebekka |
1678 male infant born to Rebekka TRARE
1679 male infant born to Rebekka f -"" f-+on C A i;,, G-2.
1680 male infant born to Rebekkﬂj S ovvi>o aen Vaa rk's
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1680/88 Maryland Grpola’rinc’re under Charles | and |l

n

1682 girl Pc:n‘ricicgI Vaark dies
1682 Florens arrives at farm

1688 William and Mary enthroned [1689-1692 ]
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CHRONOLOGY: MERCY — fﬂ f

anti-priest laws in New England

Toleration Act in Maryland

Vaark born

repeal of Toleration Act; Calvery overthrown ' Pt
first slave auction by Virginia

Cromwell dies; James restored to throne
anti-Quaker laws passed in Virginia

four Quakers executed 1 V!4 achusetls

Charles Il becomes king

Rebekka born

tobacco market glutted

“Fifth Monarchy” men hanged; two ‘drawn and quartered’

: el et :
Lila born ( Wn 1<l aj1

1_- | Lales
act declaring baptism of slaves does not free them
Vaark arrives in America

Charles’ Fnistress, Louise, gives birth

Rebekka arrives in America







Notes: Florens/Mercy

Sorrow:

It was while lying in the meadow at the edge of the forest, listening to Twin tell a favorite
story—the one about mermaids, fish girls, with pearls for eyes and heavy locks of
seaweed racing one another, riding the backs of whales—that she first saw the smithy and
Florens coiled around each other. Twin had just gotten to the part where gulls seeing
foam trailing the fleet like shooting stars joined the race when Sorrow put one finger t her
lips and pointed with another one. Twin stopped speaking and looked. The man and the
girl were rocking and unlike farm animals in heat, this female was not standing quietly

under the weight and thrust of the male. Yonder in the grass was not the silent

submission to a slow going in a hay loft or a hurried one behind a cord of cherry wood

that Sorrow knew. This here female stretched, kicked her heels and whipped her head
left right, to fro. It was a dancing. She rolled and twisted from her back to his. He
hoisted her up against a tree; she bent her head into his shoulder. A dancing. Horizontal

one moment, another one vertical.

Sorrow watched until it was over; until stumbling like tired old people, they dressed
themselves. Finally the smithy grabbed her hair, yanked her head back to put his mouth

on hers. Then they went off in different directions.




[Sorrow] woke up with a warm wet cloth on her forehead and cool fingers holding her

hand.

[Rebekka]

Loneliness. After sweh-a day of loneliness so rough tears threatened, he would return—
just in time. And though her welcome might be edgy with the resentment involuntary
solitude creates, it was smoothed to oil when after supper he took up his fife and

embarrassed the song birds who believed they owned twilight.




