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Nobody kmew hirmthe-way-Fdid=—hsuppese you could call him a good bad

man, or a bad good man. Depends. [catalogue of his generosity tk]
Just as well they argued and fought over a menu and never saw the
real will-witnessed by me, notarized by Buddy Silk’s wife-leaving everything,

Y
everything ’ro Celestial. It wasn’t right. Regardless of what hls hec:rt said, it
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Celes’ftcl wouid ave done the-same—Can-youimagine ite—A WOI‘T’!Oh who

swims-alone-at night-in-the-sea-needing-or-wanting that burden? -She

already-owned what mattered. Besides, without a will.the-ethers-had-a
% ,

Jkg—ﬁr‘\

reasen-to-stey-connected. Pﬁcybe flnd some way to live in the world without

drawing the attention of Police Heads hunting wicked women and unruly
children. It's hard, | know, but | know at least one woman who did it. Who
stood right under their wide hats and scared them off with a shout-or was it
a note?

Celestial’s scar has disappeared. | sit near her once in a while out at
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the cemetery. She is disgusted by the words on his tombstone and perches

on its top so the folds of her red dress hide the insult: “Perfect Husbcnd 4
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Other than that, she%e. | like it when she sings to him. One of those

raunchy tunes that used to excite everybody on the dance floor. Either she

doesn’t know about me or has forgiven me because she doesn’t mingd at all
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if | sit a little ways off, listening. But sometimes her voice is so longing, |

[
can’t help it. | join in. And hum.




