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Vida was all he knew of A-one; Dolly was all he needed for hope.
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That was their first of many fishing trips, confidences. [And the more
Sandler learned about the man, the less he knew. At times disgust
overcame sympathy; other times admiration conquered ridicule. These days

A

the feeling he was able to dredge up most often was a loose, un-focused

SOIrow.

Sandler climbed the stairs from the basement. When he entered

the kitchen, Vida was humming along to some blues-y country music on the
/

radio. Thinking, maybe, of those cracked glass eyes, he grabbed her

shoulders, turned her around and held on tight while they danced.

Maybe girl tears, worse than the reason he shed them, were natural-a
weakness the others recognized and pin pointed even before he punked

out. Even before the melt had flooded his chest when he saw her hands,
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