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The stories of the four women: very specific language/dialogue
that represents the region the race and the individual imagination.
Will explain more about why they are running away than the
"factual" report they tell themselves.

Black town research should be started quickly: the
revolutionary nature of their enterprise at first; the subsequent
generations changing into very conservative, even reactionary
people, who are becoming avaricious, and subsequently develop
designs for acquiring the land on which the Convent sits. This
latter is at the heart of the routing and violence against the
women.

Question of voice to be solved in conjunction with structure.
That is--heavy on dialogue, lean in discription all hung on
powerful images from condomble
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cellar?]
once in a while lost or aimless

through glancing at as<leepy town
within one hundred feet of each other but Re—pwbiic—cervices:
A
police
no diner, no gas station, no public phone, no movie house,

Sometimes, fA they were young and drunk

or old and sober, they might spot three or four

get interested in them, perhaps. Three cars

L Llack y bask Crtcled reon wrnd _

The 39 Chevy )and the'53 tktk. The drivers aiw down and
Yo l | Lol of $eev N
"‘!'"7 ‘}‘ﬁ—{ ’I{r Yol ‘ “

above—their chr—radios. s They drive aeuwend the girls making

U turns and K's, churning up lawn inff front of =x ,Circling,
circling.The girls' eyes freeze as they back into one another.

One by one ‘the men come out of the houses, the stOPHJ, the
'u"'.'.\. f .

A

Uback yards, tﬁb bar shop, teh bank.
had, opened the front of his trousers and hung h

window to scare the girls. The girls are scared,

local men look at'énd in spite of

smile“because they know that now

will do as much serious racial damage,as he can MOre men
come out, and more. Their guns are not pointed, just held
slackly against their thigg. ‘Thepesa?e‘ﬁwfnty men ,now; twenty
Seventeen miles from the nearest 0 for operator and ninety

from the nearest badge.




[part of speaker in the cellar]

BU%~®RC9"iﬁ-a—whéle lost or aimless stra angers did not just drive
through hardly glancing at a sleepy town with three churches

within one hundred feet of each other but nothing to serve
a traveler: no diner, no 11 g station ublic
phone, no movie house, no hospital.

young and drunk or old and sober, they might spot three or

four colored girls walk-dawdling along de of

”

1

Walking a few yards, stopping as thei . required; 5Kippinﬁ

to laugh or slap an arm in play.
interested in them, perhaps. Three cars, say:
green with cream colored interior, license number 085, a
chevy, black, cracked rear window, adn the PR3 LItk S The
drivers slwo down,put their heads out the windows and hollor
over the fenders. TheVYeyes crinkled in mischief, tlm\drive

’ o : H
aroudn the girls making U turns and K's, chur'lng up lawn in
front of x. Circling. The girls' eyes freeze as they back
into one another. Then one by one the mef come out of the
house, the store, the back yards ,the new bank, the barber shop
One of the passengers has opened the froflof his trousers
and hung himself out the window to scare the girls. The girls

pite of

scared, but a few local men look at it and,in S

themselves, smile, reluctantly because they know thaB now this
\ J

his final{gillness, will do as much serious damage
colored folks as he can. More men come out, and more Their
are not pointed at anyone, just held slackly against their

guns

thighs. Twenty men, now; twenty-five. Crjcling the circling

o)

cars. Seventeen miles from the nearest 0 for operator and

ninety from the nearest badge.







else about the town was dying; when it was clear that talk about electricity

would remain just talk and when gas lines and sewers were Tulsa marvels,

the oven stayed alive. Running water, altheugh-limited-to-the center

, was not missed at the oven because there was a sweet water

creek nearby. b’/ 3
r 4 ’/
Jed
But in 1949 the—veteraﬁs. young and newly married, were no fools/’
‘*""’.-.‘

W
EVen before they left for the war, B. ites were leaving and those who

, - A e WS
had not were planning to. Theﬂve%e;:ans stared at “-z fast shrivelling

0, e _ 9 ;, o theet |, x
futurel\ shen bBroke up the oven /\#ey: packed it in two trucks [ck.

P.C. for changes here] before they took apart their own beds. Fifteen
families. At first light in the middle# of August fifteen families moved
out--headed not for California, but deeper into Oklahoma, as far as
they could get from the inside rot of the town their grandfathers and
great grandfathers had built.

"How long?" asked the children from the back seats of the cars.
"How long will it be?"

"Fairly soon," the parents replied. Day after day the answer was

the same. "Fairly soon. Fairly soon." When they saw the Spavinaw

River curling through the acres they-had-bought-with their pooled discharge




!.

pay, through gentle hills dotted with tk watched by falcons, it did seefn
fairly but not too gem.

What they left behind was a dream town whose once proud streets
were weedlﬁ—choked , now monitored by eighty stubborn people wondering
which one of them could get to the post office im Oleandar where there
might be a letter from long gone gradnchildren. Where the oven had

been, small green snakes slept in the sun. ?\/

\

. N\ \
Although he was mustered out a rpivate thrid class, he was called

\
\

Sargeant which bwvedame-[suited] him from the %ime he was ten years

\ .

\

old in B. living in the Old\House of his grandparénts. (ﬁ was not hard

to persuade him to join his co-veterans and others to try to repeat what

F}{. | L.'.I‘.;;,' ? \L,

the old folks had done) Lessons had been learned after all, about how
N

to protect a township. // TK Who could have imagined that twenty-

: Shaly,
five years later a convent would beat out the.tk and become Fairly's

only enemy?
Sargeant steps-baek-into-the kitchen. He moves to the long table

and lifts the pitcher of milk. He sniffs first and then, the pistol in

his right hand, he uses the left to raise the pitcher to his mouth taking




O

which church would host an—AH—Fairly Conference deciding what to do
ab out the convent. @

Both Harper and Sharktooth were there and.,could easily. make oyt
the worn words on the iron lip :

THE FURROW OF HIS BROwW

That much was clear. What was less so were the words_ or (according
to some) the word that began the sentence and had been broken off
and lost either when the oven was disassembled or on the journey west.
The oldest woman in town had said that when she was a girl in B. she

had traced the whole sentence with her finger...and the complete sentence

BEWARE THE FURROW OF HIS BROW
For years there was no argument about it. Then in 1958, someone

said the sentence was actually

BE THE FURROW OF HIS BROW

Quickly another intcrpretatiqn followed: There had never been

H

/1
the letter*

WE ARE THE FURROW OF HIS BROW




Once the convent had been a true if distant neighbor. Five miles

through ...tk. The mansion was there long before Fairly, and the

last boarding INdian girls had already gone when the families aviived:

ONly the mother superior with her servant lived there while the Bureau

or the See or something looked for a buyer. There were none. ' Bventually
""']LCLM)"'W L()«_\I\Mi TH*%-{-—[— 'lf' w _'-L-':.J.L\-J ot ~w~'l& r'r-f'
'the/‘ —eame,t\ Real nuns, no, but novices, they thought, or lay

|
2/ ) TreEm
LA {

workers. Nobody knew, but it wasn't important to know, because_the ;
new-—women, l'i‘i}ce the mother superior and the servant used to , still
sold honey, good bread and the hottest peppers in the world. For a
pricey price you could buy the whole purple b lack pepper or a relish
made from it. Either took the cake for pure burning power. The relish
lasted years with proper attention and, though many customers tried
planting and- heurishing the pepper seeds, it grew nowhere outside the
convent's kitchen garden.

Strange neighbors but harmless. More than harmless, helpful even
on occasion. They took people in --lost folk or folks who needed a
rest. éust.s re-ported kindness, profound silence and very good food.

But now everybody knew it was all a lie, a front, a carefully planned

disguise for what was really going on. Once the emergency was plain,

the congregations all met at the oven because they couldn't agree on




