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old man was all broke up. Cried all day and all night. Left his
job and wasn’t good for a thing. I suppose he misses Dorcas,
and thinks about how he is her murderer. But he must not have
known about her. How she liked to push people, men. All
except Acton, but she would have pushed him too if she had
lived long enough or if he had stayed around long enough. It
was just for attention or the excitement. [ was there at the party
and I was the one she talked to on the bed.

“I thought about it for three months and when I heard he
was still at it, crying and so on, | made up my mind to tell him
about her. About what she said to me. So on my way home
from the market, | stopped by Felton’s to get the record my
mother wanted. I walked by the building on Lenox where
Dorcas used to meet him, and there on the porch was the
woman they call Violent because of what they said she did at
Dorcas’” funeral.

“I didn’t go to the funeral. I saw her die like a fool and was
too mad to be at her funeral. I didn’t go to the viewing either.
[ hated her after that. Anybody would. Some friend she turned
out to be.

“All I wanted was my ring, and to tell the old man he could
stop carrying on so. | wasn't afraid of his wife because Mrs.
Manfred let her visit and they seemed to get on okay. Knowing
how strict Mrs. Manfred was, all the people she said she would
never let in her house and that Dorcas should never speak to,
[ figured if Violent was good enough for her to let in, she was
good enough for me to not be afraid of.

“I can see why Mrs. Manfred let her visit. She doesn'’t lie,
Mrs. Trace. Nothing she says is a lie the way it is with most

older people. Almost the first thing she said about Dorcas was,
‘She was ugly. Outside and in.’
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old man was all broke up. Cried all day and all night. Left his
job and wasn’t good for a thing. I suppose he misses Dorcas,

and thinks about how he is her murderer. But he must not have
known about her. How she liked to push people, men. All
except Acton, but she would have pushed him too if she had
lived long enough or if he had stayed around long enough. It
was just for attention or the excitement. I was there at the party
and I was the one she talked to on the bed.

“I thought about it for three months and when I heard he
was still at it, crying and so on, I made up my mind to tell him
about her. About what she said to me. So on my way home
from the market, I stopped by Felton’s to get the record my
mother wanted. 1 walked by the building on Lenox where
Dorcas used to meet him, and there on the porch was the
woman they call Violent because of what they said she did at
Dorcas” funeral.

“I didn’t go to the funeral. I saw her die like a fool and was
too mad to be at her funeral. I didn’t go to the viewing either.
I hated her after that. Anybody would. Some friend she turned
out to be.

“All I wanted was my ring, and to tell the old man he could
stop carrying on so. | wasn’t afraid of his wife because Mrs.
Manfred let her visit and they seemed to get on okay. Knowing
how strict Mrs. Manfred was, all the people she said she would
never let in her house and that Dorcas should never speak to,
I figured if Violent was good enough for her to let in, she was
good enough for me to not be afraid of.

“I can see why Mrs. Manfred let her visit. She doesn’t lie,
Mrs. Trace. Nothing she says is a lie the way it is with most
older people. Almost the first thing she said about Dorcas was,
‘She was ugly. Outside and in.’
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DATE:

Nancy Clements Anne McCormick
FROM:

Re: JAZZ by Toni Morrison

Nancy, we have arranged for The Franklim
Library to do a Sighned First Edition
(leatherbound) of JAZZ by Toni Morrison.

We request, because they do by contract, that
as with previous such editioms our copyright
page says:?

First Trade Edition
| et
A signed first edition of this book

has been privately printed{by the
Franklin Librarv. - -

Thank you for noting.

cc Kathy Hourigan
Tracy Cabanis
Virginia Tan .
Patricia Flynn
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