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I have time for a few lines this morning, and to thank you
for your letter of January 22, with the snapshot of you carrying
a large lamp (which I remember) to or from the school and your
house - I regret that it was taken from such a long distance - the
lamp is much more recognisable than yourself, To-day opened
with a heavy fog, which is now apparently burning away, of which
I am glad, as I have to take the 4.45 train to Oxford in order to
gpeak at Pusey House (the forgotten engagement imprudently entered
into over a yzar ago.) sleep there, attend a Mass of Charles King
and Martyr, lunch with the Warden of All Souls' and return to town
on Sunday afternoon. After §hi raa}ntend not to go away agaln

for a weekend until Harch, as Xxizxy is . a preclous day for work,
and on Sunday I cam write letters.

The Cocktail Party (Martin prefers my first title "One-Eyed
R¥XE¥ Riley": I had thought of "The Intruders", but he says it 1is
too suggestive of *“aeterlinck, and I think myself it csounds rather
Seandinavian and heavy) has got to such a stage, in lts second
draft, that Martin is satisfied with Act I - I have had my Mrs.
Bland for two days typing out a fair copy for him to show to some
theatrical promotor who is interested. I am now struggling with
the revision of Act II, which is more difficult. My opinion 1is
that anybody can write a good first act © the first part of “"The
Family Reunion" is quite good. And I don't think that Acts III
and IV (eventually it may be telescoped into three acts) are go-
ing to present insoluble problems: Act II 1s I think the toughest
to deal with. Some of the characters have to come in for one
resson at one moment, who for another reason would come 1in more
effectively at another moment., In other words, if Julla came in
before Celia, it would sive the light touch which is needed there:
but unless Celia comes in first, how is she to have the short
conversation with Edward which is necessary for the plLot? Well,
Celia first this time, and see how it looks; and then perhaps re-
write it the other way round. Thig is the sort of dilemma that
real dramaticsts never seem to get in to.

I think that the public engagements must abate - that 1is,
the ones that can't be avoided: though the business of refusing
takes up time too. The dinner in my honour by the Alllance
Frangfaeise was achieved almost by a trick, certainly by force:
Monsieur Chailley (on the telephone) sald that my secretary had
committed me to it - she says certainly not, but as she was away
with a cold on the day he rang up I had to take his word for 1it.
Anyway, he had assumed that she had; so he saild the invitations
had gone out, and the Ambassador had agreed to make the spe=ch 1n
my honour, and in effect that there wo 14 be the devil to pay for




M, Chailley ‘f I didn't come. So of course I went. It was
pD.-eceded by a long meeting of the Executive Council, at which

I had to take the chalr, in the absence of the President who

was convenlently in South Africa: and a committee of Frenchmen
all talking at once - and then M, Chailley's grievance because

he was called Secretaire Administzatif instead of Secretaire
Generale like his predecessor; and then a radio interview in
French for the French Service, and finally the dinner - but there
I iInsisted on speaking in English. The other engagement, next
week, 1is truly obligatory: it is merely to take the Chair at a
Luncheon of the Anglo-Swedish Soclety in honour of the Strindberg
Centenary, At this moment, that could hardly be refused, As

I have remarked, the Swedes believe that I have been deeply in-
fluenced by Strindbersg., S0 I have just skimmed through a new
blography, and re-read several of the plays, which I don't think
I had looked at since I was nineteen or twenty, and which I have
never seen - and I think if I read much Strindberg I should go
mad.

The play must be finished by the end of June. Then it looks
as 1f Marion and Theodora really would get here; so my vislt to
Germany will have to be in October (assumed that the play is per-
formed in September), and I shall have to write & coup.e oI ad-
dresses ror it in July and August.

I had a cable from Mrs., Ted Spencer the day after, but have
not yet heard from Ivor, It was a great shock: I was very fond
of Spencer; even his weaknesses were lovable, And he looked so
well, and happier than I had ever seen him. The morning after I
dined with them, he trotted round with a couple of packets of a
kind of cigarette he thought less harmful to the throat, some
lozenges, and a bottle of penecillin - because he thought I was
coughing too much.,. That was characteristic. He was over-so-
cial, and at the same time over-worked. It is a great loss.

Janet's address is still: Gollege of St. Mark & St .John,
King's Road, S.W.10. She has gone away for a short time: I shall
& ’ ’ ; g : 2
see her arain when she gets back and discuss her prospects, She

3, and I don t know whether she will be
able to keep all the children with her; but she 1s able, has con-
nections in the pu lishing and Journalistic world, and there are

people ready to try to find work for her.

will have to earn her living

Wasn't 1t Margaret Harris who was in your box at Tristan and
Isolde, Or was 1t Margaret Farrand?

The next play seems to follow very hard on the heels of the
first; and I hepe they are not overworking you. And I don't like
to think of your having to .hovel snow: but I suppose it now costs
2bout ten dollars to get 2 man to do it, i1f you can get anyone at
2ll) I think that Mi.s Coreoran (no that isnt the name) or the
School ought to do it for you. You haven't told me anything about
the Christmas holidays.,




PUSEY HOUSE
Hilary Term 1949

There will be a series of DISCUSSIONS in the
Common Room at 8.15 p.m. on SATURDAYS.
The following are the Openers and Subjects:

January 22. THE LORD BISHOP OF OXFORD
‘ Lambeth on Unity’

January 29. DR. T. S. ELIOT, O.M.
‘ Lambeth on Education’

February 5. MR. TOM DRIBERG, M.P.
‘This Week at Westminster’

February 12. PROFESSOR EMILE CAMMAERTS
‘ Marriage and the Family’

February 19. VISCOUNT HINCHINGBROOKE, M.P.
‘Planning and Freedom’

February 26. MR. E. MARTIN BROWNE
‘The Prospect for the Theatre’

March 5. MR. EVELYN KING, M.P.
‘ Neutrality’

FREDERIC HOOD, Principal
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If your letter has lain for some time in my pocket unans-
wered, it has not been out of my mind. Nor indeed has the
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write in this way, as 1t seems to pqt
only of myself - and that, so far
an element in a total pain, in
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life at all; that I always long to

that” any long silence between us mal
vour unhappines
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I have had no letter from you since you wrote on Harch
21; and I imagine from your cable that my answer to that must
have gone astraye. It was written during your holidays, but
I sent it to 35 Schcol Street, as I thought it so likely to
miss you elsewhere; and even if it was delivered fairly quickly
it would only await you for a few days. It may be that it
was sent on to you somewhere else, but I should have thought
that it would have come back before you cabled, Anyway, I
am very sorry that you should have a puzzling silence, and
that you were worried over 1it.

I have been quite well, but rather tired - though perhaps
half the fatigue is anticipation, as I see no prospect of relaxa-
tion before the end of the year. There is the working over of
the play, for which no time would be too muchj the arrangements
for Marion and Theodora, working out their time table and making
reservations in London, Suffalk, Cambridge and Edinburgh; and
after they have come and gone I shall have t0 prepare myself for
my visit to Germeny in October - which I rather dread: I shall
have to talk at half a dozen places from Hamburgh to Munich, and
perhaps spend a couple of days in Viemna as well; and then a brief
visit to Brussels at the end of November, And then I must be
thinking ab-ut preparing lectures to make possible a visit to
the United States next year. Incidentally, I am having some den-
tistry once a week to preserve my few remaining lower teeth; and
sitting once a week to Wyndham Lewls for a portralt: he 1is to
have an exhibition soon, and he says that he can always sell any
portrait or drawing of me! so I could hardly refuse that to an
0ld crony. I hope to get away to the country and stay with the
Richmonds at Whitsun; but I shall have at the beginning of May to
go to represent Harvard at the installation of the Chancellor of
the new (and I suspect superfluous) university of Nottingham
founded by Boots Cash Chemists - that's one night; and perhaps
(it will be difficult to avoid) spend a night or two in Birming-
ham at the Annual Assembly of the Alliance Frangaise, Meanwhile
Martin Browne is spending Easter in Florence, and I hope to have
a revised version of the play for him when I come back., I am
afraid he has ambitiong for something which would be more of a
popular success than anything I am capable of producing (though I
think this should have a more immediate appeal than the Famlly
Reunion, and there are no bogles and no chorus o tt)as And as
his promoter (a strange West End theatrical magnate named Sherek)
observed, you can't expect to get a Star for the heroine 1f you




kill her off before the last act. But I am not sure that my
plays are sultable for Stars; though I was édlighted to be told

by the Italian Ambassador (a very nice man, and very much a gen-
tleman) that Alec Guinness would like to act for me - I admire
his work very much, and I have a part he could do better than
anybody, though I am not sure it's big enough for hin, I should
be happier if I thought that after & week in Edinburgh they would
be contented with a London run at a small theatre like the Mer-
cury. When I have finished the revising, and have had scme
copies made, I shall send you one; but I don t want to show it
until ¥ have put right all the things in it which I myself see

to be wrong at the present stage.

Tnis is Holy Week, with services to attend; and as usual I
take the watch at the church from 3 to 4 on Good Friday morning,
so that I shall probably sleep half of the afternoon. Most
years I have been able to arrange things so as to be free during
this week from the oppression of work; but I must devote Saturday
and Monday to the play.

I had been hoping to hear of your visit to Washington, and
the rest of your holiday; and to be assured that you were start-
ing the new term in good health. I wish you did not have the
necessity of getting your own meals, &s well as the hard day s
work: of course I know that a full time servant is a luxury that
few women can now afford - unless at least they can share a house

and a servant with a Piéend, and I know that 1s impossible for

you in Andover. You are always in (and om:) my mind - but I

won't repeat that, as I said it in my last letter - unless I hear

from you that it has not turned up.
} o~
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I am rather worried by your long silence, since I have
sent a cable and two letters; so if I do not hear from you in
a fe, days I think I am likely to be cabling to enquire, 1

re say that you startﬂnr to reheapse a new play for the

¢ummer term, and very very busy; but I am always afraid of your
falling ill. Unfortunately, the fact of air transport being now
s0 quick - a letter is sometimes answered - a business letter I
means - within a week, that one starts to worry sooner than when
letters took ten days or so.

I have been very busy indeed, partly because or the dentist
taking one morning a ae}, and still more because of sitting to
Wyndham Lewis for a purtrait. This is a pure obligation, as
he thinks i1t should be very salable; but this last week and next
he wants two afternoons in the week, so ag to have it finished in
time for his show which is next week. And in that week I lose
a day and a half by goling to Nottingham. Perhaps I need not have
accepted that task, “ut it did seem as if it would be rather chur-
lish not to accede his request from Harvard. I have, however,
re-drafted Acts I and IV of my play; and two or three days ought
to see the revigion of Aect II. Act III, which I have not turned
to since the second draft, is liable to glive me more trouble: be-
cause the sort of faults which I have been trying to correct in
the obher acts will now be more visible, Begides adjusting the
mere machanicg, and fitting the different parts together more close
ly, the chief task is breaking up long speeches, making the dia-
logzue more concrete, and avoiding abstract language except in the
few places where it can be effective. Martin returns from Florence
In a few days time; but I think that the three revised acts should
be en ugh to enable him to start casting. But it may not be easy
to get first rate peonle for a play of which only one week'g per-
formance 1is assured.

Since Good Friday the weather has been very fine; the season
is very forward because of the mild winter, and the lilaes all Just
fully out in the parks and gardens. It is now sure that Marion ami
Theodora will come, as I have just heard that they have return pas-
sages for August ?Oth

o - R
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e briefest of notes to acknowledge and thank
you for your lette April 25 and enclosure (thm; sounds
a pretty extensiv difficult programme - I don t much
ralish the work of '1ss Lowell or Miss Millay! but-I should
have loved to hear the other things - at a time when you
had a heavy programme ahead of you). I am delighted to
hear you are doing The School f r Scandal, and it ought to do
them & lot of good, because it's good English and needs care-
ful speaking. But you will be very very tired when June

reason for my lack of time is that I have had to have
ee hour sittings with Lewis for his portrait (but I think
really is a portrait and I quite like 1t, the other was
ortrait of an Unknown Gentleman (if tha t)) so that he
have it finlshed by to orrow when his paintings have to be
hung . And tomorrow I go to Nottingham - a complete waste of
time for me, but I felt I could not refuse Harvard s request.
(They posted off a gown and hood for me to wear, and thaj haven't
arrived, so I shall ju*t have to borrow & plain gown at Notting-
ham!) Martin is back, and I have sent him my revisions of Acts
I, II and IV: I shall try to get the revision of Act III done
by the end of next week. Then I shall feel a little freer. And
s morning a week with the dentist has taken time out tooj; but
that is ﬁearly over - it was worth while for preserving my few
but important remaining teeth.

I hope the DOG belongs to you - but you don t say who }s
the nominal mistress. Lt is a pity that you always have the va-
cation problem for boarding a dog out.

at the weekend. This is only to say how
from you at last. The letter arrived just
my cablinge

s st R Lave

=
L
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I am hoping that the pressure of the play will relax in a
couple of week's time. I have just completed a re-writing of
Act III which Martin wants tomorrow, to meke up & full text
which he is having copied in connection with the casting. All
I have heard from him so far is that Alec Guinness - an actor
of whom I have always had a high opinion - 1s interested in one
of the parts. Act III is going to put me into some difficulty:
there is a very small part, for the nurse-secretary of a dostor,
with a dozen perfectly st®aight lines purely for directing the
audience, which I think he will want to give to Henzle, Kow,
although Henzie does not exactly look t“e part, I shouldn't mind
her having it; but I am afraid he would want to take the opportu-
nity of using her as an understudy for one of the three women s
parts, all important ones, and for all of which she 1s completely
unsuited. It is tactless of Martin to want to put her into any
play he produces; but one understands the domestic situation only
too painfully clearly. I have made some sacfifices for Martin
already over this play: I hope I shall not find myself in a very
trying position.

Of course, there are a number of alterations to make in the
text still, mainly in the mechanics of the play. For instance,
as the man s wife 1s absent from the first nartj (that ig part of
the plot) and as I have changed the scene from a.house, presumably
provided with & servant or two, to a flat with no domestic, the
snacks which he provides have all to be what can be got out of
tims - such as olives, nuts, and potato crisps. I find that I
could have little sausages (the kind with toothpicks in them) out
of tims, but only if the host had some friend in America to send
them to him, and that is too complicated. My second party is
much easier to manage, because I have it provided by a caterer
who sends two men.

I hope to get most of these details right in the next two
weeks, and then Martin can have the final text (final subject to
alteraticn in rehearsal) duplicated. I will ask him to have a

few extra coples made for me, so that I can send you one, S0
ar I have done the typing myself, and one doesn't want to make

several copies of a text so long as it is still subject to much
alteration.

The rehearsals begin on July 25, and will all have to be 1in




London, a&s the Lycaeum Theatre in Edinburgh, he tells me, will
not be available until the Sunday before the opening Monday. 1
shall go up on the 20th and attend the last rehearcal in Edin- /
burgh. |

S0 I hope to have a couple of weeks without any pnessure of
work, pefore Marion and Theodora arrive on June 22nd.

Then you go to Seattle, will you stay with Mrs. Kraus? I
suppose you have other friends there too; and I hope 1t means a
lovely climate and outdoor diversions. That will be more of a
change than you have had for gome years now; but I should think
it would be almost as expensive to go to Seattle as to come to
Europe! What change if any is there in the health of elther of
the Perkins's?

7ith 211 I have in front of me, I have to look forward to
the end of the year - after Edinburgh and Germany and Brussels:
I suppose I shall wertainly be sent to Berlin and to Vienna now,
for it does not look as if there would be any serious trouble
this year - and then I shall undertake no writing for a couple of
months. In the winter I must begin to prepare more American
lectures; it looks as if I should come in October and lgcture in
Chicago. (It will real)}y be more satisfactory, I think, to spend
a w weeks lecturing in Chicago and earn enough money for a few
weeks in Boston, than to go to Princeton as I did with no lectures
to give but the obligation to stop in Princeton).

You have now only a month more, I think, before the end of
the school year. So it is not too soon to let me know, when you
next write, what are the principal dates - when you leave (but
you have already said that you must be out of your house by June
lst, so I need to know at once what your address will be - I don't
want any more letters getting lost.

] Spppaas Qome 0o ORI 28
S P /oéo, now . [/ wouwe &
Lo b pIre, Lo~
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had been hoping to hear from you, before now, about
your pl:no for the gummer, just when you left Andover, and
SO On. I know you have been very busy during these last
months, but I never like not to know where you are, and what
is the best address at which to reach you at any moment. S5O
do please send me a note with the schedule on 1it.

r one thing, the last act of my play only awaits the
and whon I have it back I shell want to send you a
al and censure if necessary. But I went
Jnu' I neay from you, as I don't want anything more
go astray. I am now nervous of anything being misdirected
from Andover or mis-delivered there,

Well, I hope and believe 1t is a better play, theatri-
than The Family Reunlion. The best acts, in my own
are the first and the last; and if the acts are to
interest, those are perhaps the best places to
I do wonder what you will think of it: 1t is
more sober in style than the F.R. with no lyrical pas-
sages; no chorus and no ghostg or spirits (three of the char-
acters started out as somewhat more than human, but they have
G n%iﬁ40r~l taken on flesh and blood in the lc—morking{ i
h heard nothing yet about t“a casting - I mean, I have not
whether Alec Guinness hag accepted, or who else Martin
mind.

The usual after-effect of finishing any long plece of
work with me is a disinclination to do anythlng ele. The
mind has begome set, and it ig difficult to turn to anything
else, The last two weekg I was working with several inter-
ruptions: first the Alliance Frangalse General Assembly week-
end at Birmingham; then Whitsun with the Richmonds in Wilt-
ghire (very pleasant, but I was getting over a cold and slept
a good deal of the time); and the day after I got back I had




to go to Oxford _to deligver my Poe lecture again in French,
to oblige Fluchere - to whom, after all, I am under obliga-
tion., I have to go to Oxford again for a night next week,
in order to take my first dinner as an Honorary Fellow of
fertin; and then Marion and Theodora will be here almost at
once, Meanwhile, I have to work out a five-minute broad-
cast appeal for the Protestant Cemetary in Rome (where
feats and Shelley are buried) at the behest of Victor Mal-
let - I suffer from the handicap that neither Masefield nor
De la Mare, either of whom would be suitable to make such
an appeal, 18 in good enough health for this sort of thing
(Masefield has been very 111) and there is nobody else in
my generation, Finally, by the end of the month, I must
try to have ready a broadcast about Ezra Pound: obviously
& duty, once I have been asked by the B.B.C. to do it.
[y own dates are: July 7 - 11, the Garden Hotel, Cambridge.
July 25 - August 3, the Swan Hotel,
Southwold.
August 20 - 27 the Beregford Hotel,
Edinburgh.

™
l.

and otherwise I am in London,.

My dear, it is a very long time that I am without news
of you., Do you find 1t difficult to write, or NBRXRAXYBKR
do yott not like to write any more?

[om&g% =

; P §aen 5 NCOF nd had
I just found myself typing the envolope CONCORD an

a4 41 4 .1-1 c iDS‘;
to tear it up. Is it pogsible that I sent the missing

Le 1
letter to Concords







'\:tc\(k\,a;mfcbp e | V

Ko L Ll’-/'L_/




Gcoﬁ-‘rey Faber, Chairman Richard de la Mare Morley Kennerley (us.a) T.S Eliot WJ,Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD PUBLISHERS
MUSeum o543 (4imey 24 Russel] Square LondonWC o

1 June 1 }-J-_, v
| -Vu,w
/ﬁéizﬁﬁkxvf \

Your dear letter of June 13 arrived at a "elcome moment .

I have stayed indoors all to-day, though a beautiful #ay, with
a snuffli nr cold - the second I have had in this deceitful
June, i eems to me I have never felt so chilly in June be-
fore - vin” put off two engagements I was glad to put off;
taking couﬁh medicine and mr1+1nw (1) an awpeal for the Pro-
testant Cemetary in Rome, to be broadcast: this at the re-
quest of Victor Mallet, our Ambassador - it's the cemetary of
Keats and Shelley; and (2) a short discourse for the meeting
f the Poets’ Theatre Guild, an affair of Martin's of which I
have to be the (honorary) president., Speaking of Martin,
you surprised me by voicing exactly my own views, I do think
that the next time, if there is a next time, I might do bet-

ter; and in any case I don't think it's good to be always pro-
duced by the same producer, any more than it is to have the
same actor in the leadling part. fear there will always re-
main something amateurish about Martin. I knew that he had
set his heart on doing this play; and I did make a sacrifice

: 6 him, as the 014 Vie would have taken it, on condition that
they used thelr own producer. But what 1ls deplorable is not
so much the personal relationshlip with Martin, but the compli-
cation of Henzie I suspect that lotalty to fenzie (and all
the more because it must have been a mesalliance from the
point of view of his fa “11]) impairs his taste and judgement.
He first suggested her for the part of the "nurse-secretary"

(a very minor part indeed, which I could hardly have refused
him, except that he added that she would be a useful under-
study: I replied that I thought the nurse secretary should be
someone who could understudy "Celia" - you will understand
what I am talking about when you get the text); then yes-
terday he proposed her (several possible actresses being oc-
cupied or engaged with films) for the part of "Julia" - a
e_d;le ”O“qn whose part 1 consider of the first importance.
Now I haven't any racial objection whatever - there is one
part for which I should have been lucky to get Peggy Ashcroft

1

obut that she is golng on indefinitely with the Henry James




heiress: but the trouble is that Henzle isn't a very good
actress, and her looks are completely incongruous. S50 I
had to tell him that I didn't think Menzle looked at all
right for this part, and I considered it myself the princi-
pal female part in the play. But it is really rather poor
taste for a producer to try to put his wife into the play he
is producing - unless, of course, she i1s an actress of un-
questioned reputation. So I have my apprehengions about
the forthcoming productione. But it shows great insight on
your part to have doubted the advantage of going on with
Martin,

I was glad to hear about the success of The School for
scandal: that is a great satisfaction - though 1t l1ls exas-
perating not to find the programme enclosed. ~t was a very
good choice for the girls, and they will have bénefited by
it, but it was courageous of you to vgnture it. You must
be very tired now, and I am deeply sorry you cannot get well
away, to Seattle, and must make your headquarters as before
at Commonwealth Avenue, only taking the usual short visits
in the neighbourhood, and a brief month at Grand Manane I
like the snapshot of you and Rag Doll, though I do not guite
understand the sort of cap you appear to be wearing. (Did
I ever tell you of the man on the train to New York, busily
reading "Time", who turned and said "“s this Mr. T .E.ELi06%"
I said "yes, but why did you think sof" He saild "I have
been looking at your photograph,”'and showed me a horrible
photograph in "Time" from which I should have confidently

hoped no one would ever recognise me).

I am glad to have your news of Kleanor (from whom, of
course, I never expect to hear directly) and of Uncle John.
T will certainly take the occasion of the overlooked birth-
dey to write to him. I had been hoping to have someé nNews
for Aunt Edith - you know she asked me to do something about
her projected Garden photograph book - I have been dilatory,
Fith so much on hand; but after I heard from New York peo-
ple that this would be the sort of book they were more llke-
1y to import from London, I wrote to Batsford's here - who
oublish that sort of book - and am still awalting a replye.

L 2 o = s L
Two days ago Meg Nason came in to see me, t was a pity
that I was engaged to lunch with a man who was le&ving Eng-
| - - = - * L]
land for some time; and she was up for a matinee and goling
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23 July 1949,

o get your letter of July 15. I thought
the middle of June at least once.l but
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Your letter came from Grand Manan a few days before I left
for Edinburgh, and I did not feel that I could answer 1t
then - though, if I had not heard from you I would have
written before Edinburgh. In any case, I had been living
in a turmoil ever gince returning from Southwold, with re-
hearsals taking a good deal of time. We got back from
Edinburgh on Saturday evening, after a very full and tiring
week there, During the following days I spent every eve-
ning with Marion and Theodora, and saw them off last night
to New York. S0 now I have a comparatlively free interval -
I shall take a long weekend end with the Fabers in Sussex;
and hope to be suffieclently restored by that to be able to
start on the three addresses which I have to prepare for
Germany. My tour, by the way, has been put forward to the
26th October (returning on the 18th November)so that my
visits to universlity towns may fall after the students have
reassembled. The combination of the work, the emotlonal
strain, and the calls upon my time, have left me very tired
indeed.

I enclose three cuttings of newspaper notices - The
Times and the Telegraph of London and the Evening Rgcord of
Glasgow. These are the most interesting; some, of course
were far from flattering; but all were obliged to admit the
excellenee of production and acting; and the general effect
is to give the play a very good start for London. I under-
stand that there must be an interval, as Gulnness, Flemyﬂng
and ursula Jeans all have immediate film contracts to fulfil,
but that 1t is intended to open in London in November, with,
I hope, nearly the entire cast, because there is not one
whom I should wish to dispense with. This is by far the
best production that Martin has done so far, and I am inclind
to withdraw my less favourable opinion - this was thoroughly
professional and most intelligent. I must say that one of
the reasons why this 1s his best is that Henzle is not in 1t.




That remains a difficult and delicate situation; and I
am prepared for the question of Henzle as a possible under-
t?fstudy wmay arise in London. It is quite clear that she was
bitterly disappointed: but I do hold to the oplinlion that a
producer should not cast his wife for a part unless she 1s
a very good actress indeed. I think that it has been good
for Martin to be working under a shrewd commericaal producer
as able and intelligent as Henry Sherek - an extraordinary
man who looks about as tough a businessman in the entertaln-
ment industry as one coula imagine, but who 1s apparently
not Jewish and 1s an Etonian, Sherek was extremely useful
to me in the press conference; and, altough he made me appear
at the end of the first night, on the stage, sald wisely that
he did not want me to make a speech.

It is a satisfaction to think that the production will, 1if

anything, enhance the reputation of all who acted in 1t; that
it will give Irene Worth (who has never done anything so con-
spicuous before) the prospect of good engagements - she gave

a most moving rendering - and that it starts Cathleen Nesbitt
in a type of role which she can ¢arry on with as long as she
acts at all - and she needs the money as she has a husband and
two children to keep.

I am sorry that the script of my play was so badly packed.
(Incidentally, I have now engaged a new secretary, who will
start in ten days time - highly recommended by the Editor

of "Truth", whom I know, and formerly secretary to Charles
Morgent She left that post recently because she was dls-
satisfied, apparently the Morgans got her to do housekeeping
work, and she wanted secretarial duties rather than making
out laundry lists). I was, of course, very much dlgtressed
and unhappy over xaExymmxEaXX your own distress. I don't
know yet whether you are not - as seems to me - reading into
the play much which I should deny to be there, In the first
place, neither the situations nor the characters are in any
way"personal”. I recognise that element in The Family Re-
union; but I think that I have now work&gy, through that to
something pretty objectlve, I see no trace of myself, or
of you, or of anybody else, in the characterg: I took ele-
ments of Juliasadd Alex from two people I know, but there is

a good deal else there too; and even if the two people con-
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cerned should recognise the borrowing, I don't think they
could be anything but flattered. The situations, and the
relationg between characters, have no foundation whatever
in my own experience. The mentaflity of Edward is wholly
different from my own; his feelings towards his wife utter-
ly different from anything in my experience; and the only
personal echo that I recognise is some lines about feeling
old - which particularly appealed to Robert Flemyng as he
#4 getting to an age at which he thinks he understands them.
There is no original for Lavinlia, and as for Cellia, only a
very remote suggestion came to me from Cara Brocklebank s
telling me about a friend of hers, who had b8en a lively
soclety girl just after the first war, and who had become
an anchoress - that 1g, the most austere pcgsible religkous
life - whose prayerg were of very great help to peorle,

The play 1s in fact, about the making of a saint; and now-
adays, 1t 15 necessary to give people a very violent shock
indeed, to make them take holiness seriously. The purpose
of the social setting, and of the sub-plots of the Cham-
berlaynes and Peter, is solely to set this forth in the
sharpest relief,

So, if there are any misunderstandings to be cleared up,
I hope this will go some way towards doing so.

I am afraid you reached Grand Manan in a very exhausted
condition, after being so long with the Perkins's in that
terrific heat; and I do hope that the summer will have aba-
ted before you return, and that you wlll not have to start
work in anyth ng like the temperature you left. Oh dear,

LA P N
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I know I am too late toO catch you before you leave
Grand Manan, so I want to write to greet you on your return
to Andover. 1 do hope that you start the term really res-
ted, and that you do not return to a period of excessive
heat. But the weather here has been SO mild that I fear
1t has been very hot with you; and there is still no portent
of adecuate rain (I should 1ike to feel that I should be jus-
tified in taking a bath in -really deep water) .

gince I last wrote the time has passed guickly, in a
way: the effort to turn to new, but not gtimulating work,
after the summer's exhaustion, and fighting my own dulled
prein to do it, has made me rather oblivious to the passage
of time. There is no news of the play; it seems that 1t
is proving difficult to find a theatre in London for some
time; and Mr. Sherek, I hear, 1s playing with the idea of
taking it over to Americea first. 1 am very doubtful about
that. I d-n't want to stand in the way of the actors -
if they play succeeds there; but I am sceptical of 1lts re-
ception in New York; and I am not even sure, after the
campaign of defamation of my character in the Saturday Re-
view of Literature, whether there might not be gome deli-
perate efforts to make 1t fail. That depends on who the
eritics are who influence box offices in New Yorke. Well,
at least I shall have no leisure to think about it on my
way from Hamburgh to Munich and backe. A1l I can think of
geriously is keeping golng until Decembers But before 1
go I must put the text in order foP the printers.

I do mean to write to Uncle John this week. You don't
know, I suppose, whether Aunt Edith ever received a letter
T wrote her after making my enouiries about the possibility
of finding a publlsher for her garden book. That was months

agoe My enquiries came to nothing: nobody dares such an




expensive venture in these times; and I am afraid she was
dreadfully disappointed.

Well, I hope I shall hear from you after you have got.
started; somehow I did not expect another letter from Grand
Yanan. I am very dull and lifeless at present, so forgive

./4(42«7 s Lo g e
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me please.,

Not knowing the date of your return I think it safer
to send this to the Academy, I hope that is safe,
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I had had your previous letter for several days,
when to my surprise and please your letter of September
22nd arrived on the morning of the 26th: so it was very
well timed, and much more gladdening than a cable., Also
the letters themselves gave me much pleasure, and you have
also reminded me of things which I forgot * I always for-
get something in letters, First, I did recelive your
cable on the eve of the first night, and I thank you very
much for it. Then, thank you for your criticism of the
play itself. In the production, what you have as Act II
wase run as Scene II of Act I. The purpose was to shorten
the evening to the extent of cutting out one interval,
Unfortunetely, III and IV could not be run together in the
same way befause of the change of scene. The effect 1s
lop-sided; it is now Act I that is much too long; 1f one
act in the middle could simply have been dropped out, the
play would have been the right length. We have cut and
cut and pieced together, as well as we can, and it ies still
too long.

Now about the future of the play. Sherek tells me that
none of the London theatre managers want to take it on now,
and that he can't get a London theatre until the spring at
the earliest. 90 he has been discussing it with Gilbert
Miller (a famous name, I believe, in the New York theatre)
who is much interested, and has offered him a theatre lm-
mediately after Christmas. I was much averse to taking
it to New York first, because I am sure there is at least
an initial public waiting for it in London; and, of course,
my ‘riends here express indignation and humillation that
London can't take it, especilally at a time when the level
of plays 1s so very low, (It's very curious: we have a
number of first rate actors and actresses here, and they

have to act in such bad plays.) However, the most cogent




argument is, that if he takes the play to New York in De-
cember, he can keep this excellent cast together; whereas
1f he merely waitfed for a London theatre, we should pro-
bably have to assemble a new cast., And 1t's not merely
that these people a2 e go good, but that they all seem very
keen on the play itself, 50 1t is Jjust possible that you
may be able to see it before I see 1t again myself., I cant

¢ that would give
me five weeks away, ineluding four weeks at sea. And apart
from wanting the holiday as soon as I can get it, the sensi-
ble thing seems to be to take a holiday before start on
composing my Chicago lectures - I haven't even had time to
think about a sub ject yet.,

I was too nervous, the first night, te get much of an
impression; for one thing, I was as nervous about the actors
dropping their cues or getting their lines wrong as the
family of a

believe that some of The Daily Mail and
Express for instance, were rather disparaging: I did not

see these). And by the way, it seems to be Act III (in your
version, the consulting room scene¥ that went over best;
Guinness and Irene Worth dig an awfully good job; and the
effect of the last act depends so much on the impression made
by the end of the previous,

The motor tour to Melrose, Kelso, Jedburgh and Abbots-
ford was one of the most successful parts of the Edinburgh
visit, and Marian enjoyed it very much in spite of her arm,
We left her after lunch to rest in the hotel in Kelso while
we went to Jedburgh, and picked her up later to go to tea
at Abbotsford, where we were entertained by a very charming
and rather pathetic Miss Maxwell-Scott - her father, Sir
Walter, came in later, looking rather 1ike a retired elderly
cavalry officer, All this was due to the good offices of
my little friend Joe Chiari, formerely French consul in
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Edinburgh, who pcrsuaded the British Council to provide the
car, and who conducted us himself, and who knew the Maxwell-
Scotts. The weather was benign, and the Roxburghshlre
countryside 1s very beautiful.

Do you know, 1t never ocecurred to me to ask about pho-
tographs of my portrait. I will ask Wyndham Lewis whether
he had a photograph taken pefore it went to Magdalene. A
have not seen it since 1t ®s framed: I should have lliked to
go down to Cambridge, and see 1t hung; but I don t think I
can spare the timse, gpecially as I have to go down next week
for one night to Oxford, to attend a Meyrton Gaudy. If I
can get a photograph I will send you one.

Well, I have now written out my three addresses for
Germany, and must turn to my short discours de reception
for Brussels, which will have o pe translated into French.

I am sorry to hear about Uncle Johne I alwaysfelt
that Aunt Edith, even with her disabilities, was likely %o
outlive him,

I am very glad 1f you got at least a different impres-
sion of the play on a second reading.

The California snapshot I have in an album with many
others. And thank you for the campobello - for the first
moment I thought you had taken to trousers (there are far
too many trousers about Chelsea, especlally on a Sunday
morning). And now you have started term. I shall be
interested to know what play you choose next.

To-day I am taking Meg Nason and her sister (whom I
have never seen¥ to lunch. I had a pathetic letter from
Meg which I shall send you. She didn't want to bring the
sister, who appears to be rather eceentric and self-cen-
tred; but the sister (who has tried to get me to come out
to Richmond to see her) had got to the point of grlevance




thinking that Meg was preventing her from

meeting me: so
it must be done.
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I might have tried to do the same as you succeeded
in doing, and have sent a birthday letter to arrive exact-
ly on your birthday, but I preferred my usual method of
a cable - to 35 School Street. (A11 your recent letters
have had simply the Abbott Academy address, SO I have been
writing there as I thought perhaps you considered 1t more
reliable. Well, it is on your birthday that 1 fly to
Hamburg, and I have no address except c¢/6 Miss B.D. Mac-
lean, Foreign Office (German Section) S.W.l. The Forelgn
Office send a car at 8 a.m, to take me to the alr port.
I am happy to say that Ashley Dukes (who has been super-
visor of drama, you know, for the British Zone) is flying
with me, and will travel everywhere with me as far as 1
go in the British Zone: for the last five days I am handed
over to the Americans, who are to deliver me at Frankfurt
by the morning of the 19th November, to take a plane for
London. On the Tst November I am in Berlin for three
nights; then on to Hannover, Munster, Goettingen, Bonn,
Cologne; thence to Heldelberg and Munich (American). In
most places, I have to deliver three lectures, and in some
zive a poetry readlng also; and also meet religlous groups

in Hannover and Cologne. I will send you a copy of my

official programme later.

You will know by now that The Cocktail Party 1s to
open in New York (after a week in Brighton 1n December)
in January. I shall not come with it - in all probabllity
Did I tell you that I was intending to go to South Afrlca
with the Fabers? This is pure holiday: ordered by my
doctor for some time past - two weeks at sea, two weeks
at the Cape, and two weeks return voyage. It is not quitese
certain, because, although we have reserved passages, We
are still having difficulty in finding hotel accomodation




at the Cape: we don't want to be in Cape Town 1itself at
the height of the summer, but at one of the seaside
places nearby. I shan't know until I get back from
Germany whether we have been successful,

Anyway, a visit to New York is anything but a holiday;
and while I should expect somehow to get the funds to
spend a week in Boston (if I came) it would be very hur-
rled; and I do very much need a rest, and I would rather
come for a longer time when I come in October, than have
& hurried visit in Yanuary.

I have made still more alterations in The Cocktail Par-
ty - some of which will meet your wishes, I think. x
have very much altered the intrusion of Julla into the
consulting room, and I have toned down the martyrdom.
Some people here have found that too merclless; and es-
peclially for New York I think the revision 1s better,
After all, only pretty highly developed Christians can
take 1t as it was; and I do not want to be thought to
be indutiging in the kind of sadistic brutality which 1is

alarmingly common in fiction and in films (it emanates,
I fear, from New York anyway) . -

I learn that Murder in the Cathedral is belng performed
in Berlin - to the rage of the Russians - and that it
has become a kind of political issue - Becket being i-
dentified with Camdinal Mindzenty and Archbishop Beran:
the literary and dramatic aspect 1s rather obscured.
Familientag (The Family Reunion) is to be performed in
Goettingen, 1 think.

I am very sorry to hear that your holiday at Grand Manan
ended with an illness - a weakening one - and am rather
apprehensive about your starting term in such a state

of health, And can I find you a new star sapphire to
replace the lost one - and would it replace it for you
if I 4id? Yet I should like to try.

Also, I am gorry that you are depriving yourself of
Ragdoll, I fear that your circumstances are very
straitened, if you cannot keep a small dog; and that
mounting costs of living are pinching you and all women
in your position. I should like to come over just to
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make you eat a beefsteak. The devaluation of the poyfd
will not affect me 1in America, since I have to earn there
in any case the money 1o live upon while there. Otherwise,
it has worried me a good deal.

note
I shall try to write to Uncle John - a brief RER - ?efore ;| -
S0 Otherwise, I shall De writing no letters for :hree gee g
£o anyone: these three weeks have been & nightmaﬁf to me ore
2 long time, and I shall only be able to writg after tﬁeyngrt r
over. You must remind me to tell you about Meg and her siste

Thet was not my secretary's fault but mine: and I thought that
o newspaper cutting looked more "alive" if fmmgments of 1ts

surroundings appeared. I have now a new secretary who 1s
very willing and efficlient.
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27 November 1949,
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I was very glad to get your letter of the 17th
(which for some reason took longer to reach me than air
letters usually do) and am ashamed of not having written
sooner after my return from Germany a week ago. But I
was utterly exhausted; I had office business that needed
attentlion in the day time, and after I got back in the eve-
ning I was too tired to do anything but go to bed. So I
have written no letters to anybody until this one, I hasten
to report however that in spite of the season, the fatigue,
the overheating of houses in Germany, and the prevalence of
colds there as elsewhere, I contracted no minor ailments at
all, and was able to fulfil all my engagements.

I have been meaning to draft a kind of summary account
of the tour, and send one copy to Marian to circulate to the
family (but with strict injunctions that Theresa is not to
be allowed to sweep it in for the Eliot House ragbag) and
this I stlll hope to do after my return from Brussels next
Monday. - In that week, the rehazrsals for the Brighton
production of the Cocktail Party is to begin, with a new
Lavinia and a new Peter, but otherwise the same cast. It
is to run from December 19th for a fortnight, and then go to
New York at once, I shall go down for the first night.
Also I shall have to look at, and discuss, the filming of
Fr. John Groser in the role of Becket which has been taking

place,

I am still very tired, and the more so because of a
very long and tiring evening at the University of London
night before last - a degree glving ceremony. 1t is puz-
zling to me that universities seem tc prefer to give degrees




to those who have degrees already, instezd of distributing
thelr favours equitably. I am now pretty sure that when-
ever I take a new degree I shall find myself with people
whom I have been with under the same conditions somewhere
else, There ought to be a sort of little club of the ha-
bitual degree-takers. This time there was the Amerlcan
Ambassador, a very agreeable fellow (but I should like to
know why he gave his daughter the Christian name of "Shar-
man" - I thought it was TCharmian" until I saw it on the

1list of guésts) whom I had met at Oxford; and Sir John An-
derson who had been at Cambridge with me eleven years ago:

I looked round in the expectation of seeing Anthony Eden

and Bernard Baruch, but they must have received degrees

in some previous year. I had resolutely declined to make

a speech, on the ground that I should be too stuplfied by
German fatigue, and the speech was made by Sir John Ander-
son - much more sultably and better. But there was 4 dinner
beforehand, and a reception afterwards. I had been brought
up to believe that when royalty was present (this time it

was Princess Alice, who is the wife of the Chancellor the
Earl of Athlone) nobody - or certainly not the guests of
honour - should leave before they did, so I confidently ex-
pected that the Princess would behave as princesses should,
and take her departure at the earliest possible moment., But
time wore on and there she sat: finally there was a movement
towards the door, and then I found myself being sucked in to
a smaller reception in the Principal s room, and there the
Athlones were still, fixed in chalrs,. I then discovered to
my mortification that all of the Honorary Graduates, with
the exception of Lewis Douglas and myself, had managed some-
how to escape. Finally, at half past twelwe, droppling with
fatigue, I made my excuses and ®ws sent home 1in a car.,

No crowd of people, however, of any nationallity known
to me, or in any country in which I have had to attend large
parties, is quite so tiring as a German crowd. The French
are bad enough, but the Germans are just as blood-sucklng and
in addition have no small talk whatever, The consequence
is that you find somebody, whom you know you will only be
talking to for about three minutes, before somebody else is
pushed up, starting conversation and asking your opinlion
about the most profound and insolublé problems of philoso-
sophy and life., I was glad to find however that they did
not try to make me talk politics, or trap me into exppessing




my opinion about Dismantling; and I met a few whom I liked very much
and should like to keep up with. In particular, Prof. Pieper of
Muenster, who had me to tea just with his family (and made me lie
down for an hour beforehand in a hotel bedroom he had taken for that
express purpose). There were three charming children - Thomas, Mo-
nica and Michael - with beautiful manners: he told them that as they
could not talk English and thereforpe could not do much to entertain
me in conversation, they would have to perform for me; so in they
came with three little flutes, and tobtled three melodious little
trios very nicely.

Other exceptional events were the introduction of a news-reel team
into one lecture in Berlin - three very powerful searchlights trained
most painfully on me, and a rattle like machine guns; and the search-
lights used up all the electric current so that there was none left
for the microphone, and the people who couldn't hear me protested.
Microphones have a way of failing in Germany, Just as their bath and
wagshstand stoppers leak. (I-find it difficult to wash when I cant
make the water stop in one place). I took part in a religious dls-
cussion group of Bishop Lilje which lasted a whole day, and after
lunech had to address about 40 schoolchildren who were brought in to
see me (I don't think they understood what I sald, but as thelr
te-cher of English was present they had to pretend that they did).
The most tiring was having to lecture in Hannover and in Brunswick

on the same day (with receptlons of course); and flying from Frank-
furt to Munich in an American army plane wlth a dozen G+ls's, change,
lunch rapidly, lecture at 3 in' the university, attend a reception by
the Rector (Recgors of German Universities, by the way, have to be
addressed as "Magnificenz!" and Deans of Cathedrals as "spectabili-
taet'") and lecture again at 7, followed by a brief press interview,
followed by supper in a restaurant.

The rest of Germany will have to keep for my Official Reporte.

You may be quite sure that I shall refuse to appear in public
in Cape Town. The Fabers will do everything in their power to keep
the visit as incognito as possible: and I shall mentlon the doctor's
orders firmly in any emergency. As for my doctor, I was of course
very disturbed by Marien's mishap. But e inoculated me last year,
and Theodora at the same time as Marian; and I do not think that there
is any other explanation except that Marian is a very exceptional
case., Thedora to0ld me that the ycar before, at RO6GKPORE, she had
an infected finger, and also a bruised leg, and that both took an
exceptionally long time to heal. But it ®s very unfortunate that
she had not had her s1nocklation done in good time before she came.

I imagine you as now working morning, noon and night, with the
play as well as the usual routine, Theodora told me that the tea-
ehers at her school were driven very hard in December, and that they
heve to run a bagzaar (to help pay for the building) and produce
themselves an entertainment (of & comlec nature, all the more pain-
‘ful) for the amusement of the parents; and it does seem to me that
211 you who teach are expected to do a great deal more than you are




paid for. And your Christmas and Easter holidays are not only
very short, but reduced to a few days by the necessary visit to
Commonwealth Avenne, Please tell me about the play you are
doing for Christmas.

I had hoped that my C.P. might open in Boston, but apparently
1t 1s to start at once in New York. I am very doubtful about New
York taking to it. I do hope it may be possible for you to see it
(and I should 1ike you to meet Alec Guinness, who is the most intel-
ligent male member of his profession here among my limited acquain-
tance. I think Irene Worth, who is an American, is intelligent, but
I have not seen enough of her to know) .

Why shouldn't you bring Eleanor over to Europe with you next
summer? She at least could afford it, I feel sure; and it is time
she got away from her very limited environment for a kimex while,

I'l1l write again after Brussels.
M#:'M Lov-<_

™
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The Hotsons have arrived, bearing ham and eggs, and have
started at once goilng to Purcell concerts.
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I am writing on thig shabby-looking paper because I have run
out of thin letter paper; and I believe that if airmaill let-
ters are over-welght they are sent ignominiously by a slow

boat . After my long letter after Yermany, I am afraid I pos-
poned writing again until I hed heard from you; but for several
days now I have had your letter of the 13th (rather slow for
alr) and the charming card with charming verses. I knew that
you would feel very exhausted at the end of the term, and in no
state of energy for attacking the problems of Christmas pre-
csents and cards; and I hope you had a quiet restful week after
Christmas, in New Bedford, And on Monday you will be bagk at
work again. - It is strange to think of “"The New Lady Bantock"
(sometimes called "Fanny and the Servant Problem" - but that
title can never be used again, as her servant problem was so
different from the modern one.) as gtill surviving for amateur
theatricals,. I have no doubt that 1t went well, under your
direction.

When I last wrote I had still, I think, to- pay my respects
to Brussels, convoyed by Bobbie Speaight (who loves that sort
of ceremony, and took upon himself all the practical arrangements)
Brussels im only an hour and a half away by flying.time; and on
returning one arrives half an hour after setting out, owing to the
hour's difference in time, We were the guests of a Baroness “am-

bert - evidently a very wealthy woman, for she lives in & spleh-
dour which 1s no longer reached in this country except perhaps by
e Tew of the Rothschild connexion (and I understand that the baron-
ess 8 late husband was one of those connexions: but she herself is
Viennege and wery devote - there is always a monk or two wander-
ing about her vast pzalace, 1 had only to maketwo public utter-
anceg - one a few (supposedly) extempore words in French after a
lunch party, the other a formal discourse which I had had trans-
lated for me, and read from manuscript. Bobblie delivered the
Sermon from "Murder ‘in the Cathedral” - in French: rather a tour
de foree, but he 4did it very well. Not much-gightseelng: we

were taken on Sunday to Louvain (for Mass): a twice reconstruc-
ted town, but reconstructed rather well. All this was tiring:
and yet, after Germany, one was so much more at ease with Belgians
that 1t seemed rather like a holiday. Then back to London to
face new rehearsals of "The Cocktail Party"™. I don't think that
the new young man (Peter) ig quite so winning as the former; but
Eileen Peel is, I think, even betier as Lavinia than Ursula Jeans
was. It 1s finishing tonight at Brighton. John and I went @own
for the first performance, staying the night with a friend of his
who lives there: a very good first night indeed. I met Mr, Gil=-
bert Miller, who is financing the New York production: one of the
most repulsive men, on first acquaintance, that I have ever met,
The company fly to New Yor,k on the 15th, and open on the 234.

I wonder whether Dorothy (who sent me a Christmas card of her
asgembly of grandehildren) or any other friend will ask you to
New York during the run (which may of course not be a long onel)
and 1if so whether you-will want to go. I am, at least, very well
pleased with the production: Martlin has excelled himself, and the
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cast 1s altogether first-rate, though Alec Guinness and Irene
Worth must be accounted the particular stars, Thereis some
magnificent acting by those two together, By chief feeling
about it at the moment is one of anxlety and responsibility
towards the cast: first because of their flying there; and second,
if New York does not like the play, I shall feel that I have let
them down badly. It's very touching, their enthusiasm: and
eéspecially Guinness and Irene Worth, who are almost alarmingly
inside their parts, Indeed, I sometimes shudder at the respon-
sibllity that an author assumes, towards those aetors who really
live their parts: I have made Bobbie Speaight's 1life very 4if-
ferent from what it would have been without “Murder" - and is it
something to be thankful or repentant for? I don't know.

Anyway, my other occupations, which have been numerous and
pressing, have been interfered with by continual alterations of
the text; and, of course, just as I am about to leave for South
Africa, the prodéf begins to ¢ me from the printers. Martin
keeps proposing little changes, The usual procedure seems to be
this: in order to try to shorten a play which is mueh too long,
Martin ‘suggests omitting certain lines here and there. I usu-
ally regist at first, but give way because of the need for ab-
breviation. Then I come to think that it is better in the
shorter form, and pass the text for the printer in that way. Then
Martin comes back and saye Be finds that those lines are needed,
and he wants to put them back. Fven when we agree that some-
thing is superflueus, a few lines are needed to sew the cut to-
gether, and somehow or other cutting seems to have the effect of
making the play longer. In order kkm to avoid Julia's eves—
dropping on the consultation with Edward and Lavinia, I have had
Lo give her at that point more lines than she had before, in or-
der to explain why she is there at all (but thig is quite right:
the audiences were Justified in objecténg to her overhearing
what was going on, and there is no need for her to overhear it),
So I don't think the play will run (with interval) for less than
two and three guarter hours. (I em told that there are no Bars
in New York theatres: so that those folk who feel that they must
drink repair to nelghbouring hotels: I don't know whether this
means that intervals can be shorter than in Londen or have to be
longer),

Incidentally, be-ides 211 the correspondence that had to
accumulate while I was away, my visit to Germany has stimulated
correspondence from Germans, And I have not only to pass proofs,
but to prepare before I %0 a text for Harcourt Brace & Co., and
texts for the French, German, Italian and Swedish translations.

And I sall on Thursday, My dates are these: arrive at
Cape Town (on the "Edinburgh Castle" of the Union Castle Line)
on January l1l9th, We spend three days (Geoffrey and Enid FABER
and myself) as guests of Judge and Mrs. Sarah Gertrude Millin
(Mrg, Millin is one of our authors - wife of a Judge in Johannes-
burg) at a geaside place with the name of Fish Hoek: then gosi for
the rest of my stay, to the Robin Gordon Hotel, St. James - &
seaslde place accessible to Cape Town,.: . There, I believe, we
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bathe (I have even been led to expect the sight of General

Smuts in bathing costume): I hope escaping the. shark, the octo-
pus, and vaerious polisonous figh. I may run up to Stellenbosch

to see Hope Mirrlees, but otherwise shall be inert and incurious.

1 return from Cape Town by the same ship on February 3d, arriving
at- Southampton on February 17th. The Fabe:rs proceed to bDurban,
and Johannesburg, and fly back by way of Khartoum and Cairo, They
~hould reach London not much later than I: but, as my motive is
enkirely health, I thought that the rapid transit by air from
midsummer in South Africa to midwinter in London might not be
prudent; and begildes, it wasn't South Africa that I wanted to
visit, but it seemed that South Africa was the only place within
the Sterling Area that I could visit, In other words, I am goling
on the most practible sea voyage, on my docgor's instructions.

Also on his instructions, I shall decline any ‘nvitations to make
speeches.

* I.414 su cceed in getting a quiet Christmas. I feel really
very exhausted after this past year, and very stupified. I shall
take a light-welight portable typevwriter, so I may write to you
from the Antipodes: for the first half of the voyage I know. I
shall do nothing but sleep and eat, And when I come back I shall
immediately have to face the question: what am I golng to lecture
about in Chicago in October Next? I shall be in Boston of course
at both ends of that visit.

The German account wes not to be a round robin - I mean there

would.be a copy direct to yourself. But it hasn't been writ-
ten., :

Eleanor was always & stay-at-home, I remember that when they
were 1little girls, Aunt Susie once arranged to spend a winter at
Vevey, After a short time they had to come back to Berkeley .
Place, because Eleanor pined and wouldn't eat, I remember that
Sheff was exasperated giith the child for her failure to appreciate
the benefits of foreign travel. ;

Tomorrow I have to go to Janet RABERES (Roberts) for tea, with

the children (this alwoys means re=ding Uncle Remus to them) she

1s doing very well as assistant editor of the literary section-of
the New Statesman - then dine with Mary Trevelyan - one of several
kindly thorns in my flesh - then g0 to a S11 ver Wedding Party of
the Martin Brownes, Monday I must dine with poor Mr. Sencourt:
Tuesday evening and the whole of Wednesday for packing.

Y e . ey

e

My Interpreter in Germany - Bertha Hochberséer - is coming to

- tea 0 rrow : K1 £] a

E tfﬁuﬁl?w.‘ I acouired Sseveral kindly thorns in Germany:
Bertha,; Elisabeth Jungmann, p

& addy. D v
Fleper Trio eto. Y. AR, Josef Ptoper and. the













back the same ; z, 80 the only time we could meet

the morning for I hardly recognised her at
solely f > 2t she had got so thimi She

has los 70 stone since we saw her last. It is becoming;
and so is her very grey hair; she looks now a handsome and
distinguished middle-aged woman, instead of a plain and plea
sant girl, Otherwise, her old dear self, full of affection
gimplicity and goodness; Rd asking as affectionately and de-
votedly about .you and the Perkins's as ever, Meg, like our
Miss Swan, is among the Saved; she is also a Cosy Pet, which

ig a rare thing to be - the only new Cosy Pet I have met lately

(and there are not mamy) ig the wife of the Italian Ambassador

"Phe Cogktail Party" will nowwgo 10 Commonwealth Avenue for
A few lines will come out (for instance, the one about
ing out of a pram) and a few technical details may be ad-
justed; but it will remalin substantially what you will read.
will not go to the publishers, London and “ew Yotk, until
some rehearsals; I shall not feel sure of the final text
then.
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23 January 1950,
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I am sitting on a balcony at the Robin Gordon Hotel, at St. James, a
kind of seaside suburb about forty minutes from Cape Town, looking out
across the bay towards a range of blue mountains: while the Fabrs have
gone in to Cape Town to shop, So far, everything has gone off very
well, (But there are drawbacks, I have just interrupted this let-
ter to answer the telephone: a Mr, Cyril Chosack who wanted me to give
a broadcast talk to the children of South Africa on my experiences as
a schoolmaster, And I have got to ring up somebody at the Universi-
ty to decline an invitation to lecture there), Except for our ar-
riving at Funchal too late at night to see anything of it, the vo-
yage was just what one expected; and Teneriffe exceeds expectations,
the impressiveness of the high snowy mountain rising abruptly out of
the sea, We have been staying with Judge and Mrs, Millin at Fish
Hoek until to-day; very kind and generous hosts indeed. They have
taken us driving about the peninsula, and to the Opening of Parlia-
ment , This is a beautiful but melancholy country: the mounteains
somewhat suggective of Provence, and a little of *ew Mexican mesas,

As for the suburbs df Cape Town, they remind one of southern Cali-
fornia, but are still more depressing . The contrast of the beauty
of nature (gumtrees in flower, bougainvillias, hibiscus etc.) and
the sprawling urban chaos; and race problems in an extreme and com-

plicated form.

e are here until the 3d, when I take ship again and the Fabers pro-
ceed to Durban, On Wednesday I go to Stellenbosch to lunch with
Hope Mirrlees and Lady Clerk; on Thursday somebody is taking is to
the Botanical Gardens, We have had some excellent sea bathing at
Fish Hoek, and have witnessed the Opening of Parliament - the pre-
sent government being all Afrikanders, and therefore looking like
Dutch peasants, it was rather depressing. We have also met Smuts,
a very attractive personality. I have no news from New York, and
am apprehensive about that, I shall write again before I leave,
Zﬁﬂf‘AifLy N\
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19 February 1950.

I arrived back on the "Edinburgh Castle" on Friday, and seem toO
have used up all my proper writing paper and envelopes before I
left, I hope you received my cable thanking you for your cable
and letter to the ship - the latter received on arrival at Cape
Town: the letter was the first first-hand report of the flrst
night of the play. (Theresa, who wrote a little later, sald she
wanted to speak to Ethel Barrymore: why didn't she?)

Now I must try to summarise the expedition. As you know, I went
out with the Fabers, who were with me the whole time, saw me of f
(after our lunch with Gen. smute) and who are now in Johannesburg
(I am rather anxious about them, because there are very serious
Native riots going on there) preparatory to flyling back by way of
Victoria Nyanza and Khartoum. The "Edinburgh Castle" is a very
comfortable ship, with a most agreeable Captain. On the voyage
out, I was not feeling very sociable, and we hoped to get a table
to ourselves; but (perhaps owing to not briblihg the Head Waiters:
libellous, do not repeat) we found ourselves sharing a table with
a little Mrs. Potter. At first we took turms sitting next her,
as a kind of soeial duty, but in the end even Geoffrey succumbed
to the innocent charms of this little person who was goling out all
alone to take up & post in a girls' school in Cape Town; and when
Mrgq. Potter (who entered into every competition with zeal) appeared
at the Faney Dress Party as a Sunbird (tissue paper and gilt, and
very ingenious) it was I (representing Sherlock Holmes, in a
dressing gown and with a magnifying glass and pipe) who escorted
her in the parade. Alas, Mrs, Potter did not win a prize, but
Geoffrey dld - as Captain Kida ( you had to choose a prize Ifrom
the ship's shop: he chose an alarum clock which cost three pounds
more than the prize award, and it stopped three days after we
landed). 3ut, apart from Mrs. Potter, we did not mix much with
the other passengers. We were met at the guay by Sarah Gertrude
Millin and her husband Mr. Justice Millin of the S.A., Supreme
Court. Their influence helped wonderfully in getting through the
formalities , which in South Africa are considerable: I needed

a special licence to disembark, being classed as an "glien" -

i.e, & British subject by naturallisation. Also, they want to
know the number of your typevwriter, and other unexpected date.

We spent the first three days as their guests at Fish Hoek, a
seaside resort near Cape Town where they had rented a house for a
nonth - excellent bathing from a beautiful sandy beach - and were
waited on by a RHOBESBIAH cook named Addison (who seems to have
been named Absalom, but he changed it to Addison) a formidable
and sinister looking Native, but a wonderful hand at preparing the
local fish (which are brought in on the beach and are very fresh)
a Coloured girl named Leah, and a black laundress named Evelyn.
(Mirs. Millin had been having trouble with Addison, because he

was waiting for his bride (aged eight) in RHOQESIA to grow up,
and meanwhile wonted to import & concubine into the household,
which she told him wouldn't do. However, he was a very zood cooOkK.







2e

We were taken the next day to the Opening of Parliament. It
was opened by the Governor General., In deference to local
feeling (and the the feeling of the Dutch, hereinafter called
Afrikenders [beeeuae they detest the Holland Dutch about as

much as they do the English)the Governor General is now always

a Boer - a comic old peasant named Van der vy g B The Government
f£iled in - looking the most 1lliberal type of Flemish peasant
which is wht they are. Tt was obvious that England had lost
the South African War, If only the Boers had won it, we should
at leatt have preserved Cape Colony and Netal; whereas, after
the Union, the whole Country is run by the Afrikanders.

South Africa is a nightmare. It is the Country of Fear, They
fear the milliong of 3lacks, boiling in unrest. In the coun-
try areas, these Natives Bive miserably, largely because thelr
methods of farming wear out the soil, and because they will raise
too many cattle (ten cows, however skinny, are the price for a
bride - this custom is called lobola); in the towns (notably the
poison spots of Johannesburg (7old) and Kimberley (dlamonds) they
1ive in squalour, T.B. and V.D. The younger generation of
Afrikanders want to get rid of the Englishj; they wont have Italian
immigrants (who would be desirable in that climate, and the best
roads were made by Itallian prisoners) because Italians are Roman
Catholics and the Afrikander is a bigoted Duteh Reformed Protes-
tant; they would be anti-Semite (and the Semites are mostly Eng-
lish Jews, The "Coloured" (1.e. a race of mixed Hottentot,
Dutch, Portugmese, Engllish and Malay descent) at the Cape are
looked down upon, but look down upon the “Natives" (Bantu and
other pure Negro peoples); the Negroes and the Indians dislike
¢ach other; and the Malays disdain everybody. The business life
of the country is in the hands of the English, and the political
1ife belongs to the Efrikander: which 1ls an unhealthy division.

This is not to say that it was not a pleasant hollday. The
scenery is wery fine: sometimes reminding me of New Mexlco, some-
times of Provence; the summer climate is delightful - a strong
Arctic wind on the coast (the bathing in some places very cold)
and great dry heat inland. gtellenbosch (where I went to
lunch with Hope Mirrless and her friend Lady Clerk of Penycuik)
is a most charming little town - we lunched there agein with a
nice South African who was a friend of Frank Morley as a RHOHEs
Scholar. And it is not to say thet we did not meet gome very
agreeable people. - Hope hed some friends, a General Van der
Spuy and hie wife, living in a most beautiful ddd house Iin the
country near Stellenbosch, who were charming. I liked the
Millins (but she is Jewish, and intelligent) and I liked Millin's
colleague Mr. Justice de Villiers and his wife, who were on the
boat coming back. Mrs. Deneys Reitz is charming, but then she
e a product of Newnham College. As for Field Marshal Smuts,
with whom we lunched on the day of my departure, 1 am still not
cuite sure that he is a great man: I may be influenced by the
fact that I read a book about him on the voyage back, from
which I discov:ered that ke—meed some of the things he salild to me
were given almost vervatim in some previous conversaticn - 1
fear that he may be merely a talking 14

: ing machine,
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The Afrikans language is a barbarous deterioration of the oti-

:inal Dutch - so 1nferjor to Dutch that there are only political
reasons (that is to say envy and jealous sy and eanity) why they
should stick to it ‘nstead of adopting "nglish. They have no
llterature, but are taught to believe that their poets are at
leat as good as Shakespeare and Milton. They have no music.
They have no art - except that there is an interesting painter
nemed Irma Sterm - who is of course Jewish © she really is rather
good. They have no theatre, except for the "xp rimental Theatre
of the University (again, of course, presided over by a very
agreeable 'nglish or Anglised Jew) Nhlcn puts on four plays a
year - Tho¥nton Wilder, Anouilh etc. all uropean or American
lmportations. They have nothing to talk about, for intellect®
ual gonversation, except the Native Problem.

It is indeed the Dark Ceontinent.

Owing to Leing on my own, the voyage back was more social than
the voyage out. I had to sit at the Captain s Table: with

Lady Worley (I have no idea who she is, but a~very sporting old
lady of 72 who bathed every day before breakfast - andowing to

my encouragement she appeared in the Fancy Dress as a Geisha

Girl - and won a prize; Commander and lMrs. Standley R.N. returning
after four years servee at the Navy Yard at Simonstown - and a
Canon Gillingham, who scems to be a distinguished cricketer, but
®¥ho had gone out for a holiday because he suffered from lapses of
memory, There were also the Duke and Duchess of Sutherland -
one of the Dukes whom it is not good form to know - who are (or
say they are) great friends of Gilbert Miller - and ‘f you have
even geen Gllbert Miller that should warn you. There was also
the rattle-brained Diana Lady Balfour of Inch: ye, who palinted
seascapes in her cabin looking out of the porthole: she ‘nvited
me in to lokk at her work, with the result that I am to be given
a painting of sunset at the equator (framed).

I am rather alarmed by the success of the Cocktall Party. During
my absence, John and Father Cheetham have been pestered by agents
of "Time", wanting to know how many umbrellas I have etc. Apparent
ly there is to be a feature number about of me of the kind in which
one's private life is exposed naked. Cheetham refused to talk:
John has been discreet, I shall not be too elated by thig suc~-
cess: because my experience with "Murder" tells me thau plays
always succeed for the wrong reasons. I am anxious to learn

your detailed criticism of the last act.

Dont regard this as a létter, but as a necessary bulletin At
least, it is & much fuller bulletin than anyone else w:ll re-

ceive, After Germany, I thought I would write a kind of report
which would do for everybody, but I never did - I can only write

to cne perscn at a time - so please accept this for what it is worhbh -
and remember that none of my remarks about S. Africa gre for pub-

-

lication - and awalt a letter when I have got back into my
routine. : ?Z - o GU-L

TM







Geoffr ekFaber Chairman . Richard de la Mare,Vice Chairman
Morley Kennerley (usa),T.5.Eliot, W.J.C rawley, PF.du Sautoy

FABER AND FABER LIMITED

PSS HERS
24 Russell Square London W.C.1.

Fabbaf Westcent London Museum 9543

Mﬂaﬂ, 5 March 1950.

I am trying at the moment to settle down to writing
preface to a mystical anthology by an Indlan, a preface
to a philosophical analysis of English poetry by an 1-
talian (both excellent works which the sales manager
thought could only be marketed with e preface by mys elf)
and then an introduction to uuckleberrj Finn (a2 book
which I admire extravagantly) - the la because Fabers
wanted Hayward to do an anthology of ﬂ ;;sh poetry for
them, and Hayward, who 1s reader for the Cresset Press,
would only agree to do it if I did Huck Finn for them
(them is Denis Cohen, who is a neighbour). But after
I have written this letter and eaten my supper (this is
Sunday night and the housekeeper will have left a tray
of cold meat and cheese for me, and some coffee to hot
up) I muet try to indite a message to Karl Shapiro, on
the occasion of his taking over the ea1+orqlla of Foa—
try Chicago, and a message to 'ans Egon Holthusen for
"Merkur" (messages, and testimonials for people who want
profntsorshﬁpc or feLlowsalps, take up more time than I
iqp they did). And I must try to think of the subject
my lunchtime chat to tue DEVOWq“i ¢ Club in April:
8 I was forced into by Monsieur Grumbar, the man who
suaded me to be a vice-president of the Alllance
rgai“e faf+er which I discovered that at certain times
the yzar the president is absent looking after his
rm in Rnﬁﬁagia and I have to take the C1“ir for him.
And being che—?“°s=ﬂrnt of the Alliance Frangalise, I
have to go on Wednesday (all dressed up) to a reception
of the President of the Republic at 10,30 p.m. at his
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A1l this sounds very lighthearted (to say nothing
of having lunched to-day at the Spanish "mbMS%y where
I explained to the lady on my 1eft how Mr. Henry Sherek

ot sclatica




got sciatica because he 1s so large round the waist that
he can't buckle the belt of an aeropWane belt round him;
and discussed with the lady on my right the importance of
teaching the elementary schoolchildren of Norfolk to per-
form on musical instruments - a point on which we seemed
to see eye to eye: all this was because the Spanish char-
ge d affaires (who would be an ambassador except that we
can't recognise a "fascist" regime: but what a row that
Fuchs affair has star rted, and I should not be sorry to
see John Btrachey in difficulties - my information is that
he 1s Jjust a very stupid man, a stupid ambitious man =)
wanted to assemble a large number of representative Bri-
tons to go to hear a Spanish pianist at Covent Garden -
who was indeed very good, struggling against a very infer-
lor local conductor. Thus most of thls Sunday (the morn-
inw having been given to St. Stephen's) is spent. And
what I real]J ought to be uh“ﬁnlnb about 1s the subject
for my lectures in Chicago in the autumn.

(It is maddening to have to give lectures in order to pay
for a visit to America., According to TIME, I am making
1600 dollars a week from the play (I have had no account
yet, so I don't know what I shall get); I shall certainly
sell a good many copies of the play there (a copy of the
London edition is on its way to you); but I make quite
enough for my needs here, and I want to be able to use

the money there, as you know, I am to talk to my soliciter
about that tomorrow.g

The future of the play is very confused. Actors' con-
tracts expire on June lst, According to Martin, Miller
wants to continue the run; Alec Guiness wants to perform
the play in London - but Guinness's agents say, on the
other hand, that he has got to make a film for Rank.
There is a suggestion that if the company goes on in New
York a new company should be assembled here. All these
rumours will be out of date in three days time, so better
not to circulate them, “eanWHile the Familientag (Family
Reunion) seems to have had a grest success in Duesseldorf
(the Germans would like a play llfe that) directed by the
rreat Gustaf Gruendg gens, and earning D=Marks which I can
spend only in Germany. Inside the disused church in St.
John's Wood, Hoellering has erected sections of & Norman
cathedral which ¥ook so like granite that you have to tap
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the walls to assure yourself that they are papier-mache,
and I am shortly to see some "rushes" (whatever they are)
of the Revd. John Groser as Becket,
I am impatient for news from you - I don t know when your
‘aster vacation (a very bfief one) comes-except that I know

it comes well before Easter - and I dont know whether you
are doing a play this term or not. I do hope that a lette

4+

i
is crossing this one.

LorisPy

-
[ sv—— -

Also, I am still re-writing the last act. It has

1 agcreed that it would be better to keep Peter on

the stage until nearer the end - so I shall try to‘@o
but whether I can keep him on without giving him

aomething more to say, and so lenghtening the act, I

dont knowe.







“ THE COCKTAIL PARTY ”

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES

Sir,—Mr. Henry Sherek’s statement that
Mr. T. S. Eliot’s play The Cocktail Party was
turned down by the Old Vic must be qualified
by the fact that its rejection was solely due
to conditions being attached to its acceptance
which were inconsistent with the Old Vic's
| pohcy There was no question as to the
artistic merit of the play nor could there have

sen, as it was not written at the time of the
offer. Yours faithfully,
LLEWELLYN REES, Adnumstrator.
The Old Vic.
Waterloo Road, S.E.1, Jan. 7,
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United piercing the Oldham defence seven
times (Milburn scored three goals) and Sunder-
land putting the ball into the Huddersfield
net on six occasions. The Midlands had an
indecisive day, for although Derby County
recovered after the interval to beat Manchester
City in a high scoring game in which Stamps
claimed three goals, those great cup-fighting
sides Aston Villa and West Bromwich Albion
(in addition to Wolverhampton) had to be con-
tent with- drawn matches. Indeed. it was” only
a penalty in the last few minutes that saved
the Villa against Middlesbrough. For the rest
one can sav that Birmingham City were one of
the four Championship sides to fall, while the
best individual feat of the day went to Briggs,
the Grimsby Town centre-forward, who scored
his side’s four goals against Luton Town.

b )
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,—While agreeing up to a point with your
Dramatic Critic’s  friendly comments upon

Sherek Players’ decision to send T. S. Eliot’s

play The Cocktail Party to New York before

showing it to London audiences, we think it ||

| should be known that there are other factors
which induced us to take this step. It is true
that there is still no suitable London theatre
available, but a more important factor is that
the life of the country is dependent upon every
one doing his utmost to bring about the

importation of American currency to this

country. Even art should play its part.
If we had put on The Cocktail Party first in

London and it had achieved only a moderate ||

success, an American production would have

been ruled out, and no dollars would have |]

been earned. If a similar fate awaits the play
in New York it makes no difference to its

production in London, as we are definitely |}
putting it on here whatever happens Inl!

America. I do not agree that a National

§f Theatre would obviate this happening, because ||

! immediately before we acquired the play it
' was turned down by the Old Vic, who are a
| sort of locum tenens until a National Theatre
| appears, and it does not seem, for the reasons
| stated above, that acting in any other way
would have been as advantageous to the

|| country as the procedure which is now being |i

b adopted. Yours very truly,

HENRY SHEREK, Chairman of the|

Council, Sherek Players, Limited.
40, Pall Mall, S.W.1, Jan. 5.

et
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under one coll QY oo who Wil D¢
known as the Commandmg Oﬁicer Roya]
Marines, Deal, and Commandant, Royal Nava
School of Music.

THE KING'S EPIPHANY GIFTS

.

Holy Communion was celebrated in the
Chapel Royal, St. James’s Palace yesterday
the Feast of the Epiphany, when the customary

offering of gold. frankincense, and myrrh wa;
made on behalf 'of the King by Lieutenant
Colonel Henry de Satgé and Brigadier Gu
Rasch, Gentlemen Ushers to his Majesty. Thq
Rev. Maurice Foxell, Sub-Dean of hi
Majesty’s Chapels Royal, officiated, and wa
assisted by the Rev. M. Ridley, deputy priest

Mr. Stanley Roper, organist, choirmaste
and composer at his Majesty’s Chapels Royal
was at the organ. A guard of honour of th
.| Yeomen of the Guard was on duty in thd
chapel.

NAVAL PROMOTIONS .

e

The Admiralty announces that the following
promotlons and retirements have been apj

rove

' gate Janudry 7 : —Captain J. Hughes-Hallett‘
Captain R. M. J. Hutton, Captain 1. M. R.
Campbell, Captain A. K. Scott Moncrieft, andj
1C0mmodore W. W. Davis.

To be placed on the retired list in the rank of captain,!
L }| to date January 7:—<Captain J. Terry, Captam -
' erght Captam H. W. Williams, Captain S. Paton,}
: . K. Boswell, Captam H. S5t 1. Nzcholson.
= = = Peichey, Captam C P. Frend,

i s e ~Fancourt,




AMERICAN PRODUCTION
OF MR. ELIOT’S PLAY

e N

CAST SAILS FOR NEW YORK

Il Mr. Alec Guinness and Miss Irene
Worth have left England for New York to
take part in the production there of Mr.
T. S. Eliot’s play The Cocktail Party. With
two exceptions, the cast will be the same
1| as that which appeared in the festival per-
formances of this play at Edinburgh last |}
t|year. The opening performance in New
York has been fixed for January 21.

Our Dramatic Critic writes:—

It is disconcerting that Mr. Eliot’s comedy
should be produced in New York before it has
been seen in London. At the Edinburgh Festi- ||
val last vear The Cocktail Party was generally
acclaimed as the best work of one of the most
distinguished minds now serving the contem-
porary English theatre. Brilliantly entertain-
ing in itself, the comedy is written in verse |
which—endowing everyday speech with delicate
precision and strictly occasional poetic inten-
sity without breaking its own texture—marks
an important advance in the evolution of
modern stage poetry. That there should appar-
ently be no room on the London stage for a
play of such rare quality will seem to many to
strengthen the case for a National Theatre.

Y.
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PAKISTAN ani P
Pakistan and India.

While on the one hand Afghanistan lays
claim to the tribal territory of the North-West
Frontier, which she contends should be
formed into an autonomous State known as
:‘ Pathanistan,”> on the other hand India and
Pakistan are at loggerheads over Kashmir.
Therefore, although the present Indo-Afghan
treaty of friendship is on the face of it
linnocuous and admirable, it is certain to cause
Jsuspicion in Pakistan, which feeis that Indian
newspapers and propagandists have in recent
months been giving undue publicity to and
unjustified support for Afghanistan’s claims
against Pakistan.

NAVAL BASES IN
BERMUDA

— o
Mr. Dugdale, Parliamentary Secretary to

the Admiralty, and Vice-Admiral H. A. Packer,

lthe Fourth Sea Lord, left London airport
'yesterday for an investigation of the naval
bases in Bermuda. !
They originally left on Tuesday night,
but the aircraft in which they were travelling,

a B.A.O.C. stratocruiser, returned to London]|

in the early hours of the morning because of
bad weather.

Mr. Dugdale, when asked if there was a
question of cutting down expenditure, replied :
“ OQur aim is not to have any undue extrava-
gance anywhere. We shall be away for about
a week.” =

. 2OPE ASKED TO CUT AID)
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TIME AND TIDE

l:d’cy

HUW many times has a Chancellor of the Ex-
chequer preached in a cathedral? I don't
know the answer, but will present the question
gratis to anyone already feverishly concocting
a quiz against Christmas 1950. There have been
priestly and episcopal Chancellors of the Ex-
chequer in the past no doubt, so I daresay the
occasions would tot up.

Sir Stafford Cripps’ exploit cannot, therefore,
truly be described as unprecedented, although
he is certainly the first to have preached in the
present cathedral of St Paul's—both the first
Chancellor of the Exchequer and the first lay-
man. It is something new for a layman who is
also a Minister in the Government in power to
occupy a well-advertised pulpit, and to occupy
it at a time when election is already in the air.

What Sir Stafford Cripps said is immaterial. It
is the unexplained innovation which shocks.
Heaven forbid that there should be a division
between religion and politics or that too much
should be made of what may be a momentary
eccentricity. But even as an eccentricity it is dis-
turbing and if it became a habit, with Ministers
holding forth from cathedral pulpits up and
down the country shortly before a General Elec-
tion, it would be good neither for the Church,
for politicians, nor for the country.

C‘N_:lt.-.'rul..-\'z I0NS to the News Chronicle and
the Daily Mail on having opened their col-
umns to all points of view in the nation’s debate.
All-party programmes have been arranged by
both papers and it looks as though there will be
some lively exchanges. Mr Herbert Morrison.
that bonny fighter, will be seen laying about him
in both arenas. Others who appear on both pro-

grammes are Lady Violet Bonham Carter and
Mr David Eccles. Mr Harry Pollitt will sustain
the Communist case in the News Chronicle and
Mr William Gallacher in the Daily Mail.

There is room and to spare for there to be
very little repetition of combatants and it will
be sport for a connoisseur of politics to com-
pare day by day the arguments as they develop
in both papers. It will also be a liberal education

-my apologies, no political implications meant

-I should say a pelitical education to the young
voter and to older ones who are being attacked
by that dangerous social disease, apathy.

Today, when much so-called political debat-
ing has degenerated into doctrinaire statement
and propaganda, the Chronicle and the Mail
have given a really valuable lead.

HE fact that a theatre cannot be found in
London for Mr T. S. Eliot's Cocktail Party

is something more than a disappointment. It
might almost be called a scandal. Mr Sherek’s
letter to The Times has hardly helped matters.
New York, I read with astonishment, was to
have the play first because, if it does not do well
there, that will not speil its chances of later pro-
duction here; whereas if it does not do well in
London, New York may not be so willing to
have it and a possible dollar-earning export
would thus be lost.

A defeatist kind of publicity to give to a play
just before it goes to America but, leaving that
consideration aside, what is going to happen to
our standards if a man in Mr Sherek’s position
yields to the current utilitarian line of thought
and makes a decision about a play of the signi-
ficance of Mr Eliot’s primarily on the grounds
of its dollar-earning prospects?




important as liberty of ideas.

At St Thomas' Church, Soho (the police will
explain where it is, second set of traffic lights up
Regent Street, but not easy to find), a company is
giving till the middle of January Seed of Adam, an
elaborate and imaginative production by Hugh
Manning. No false simplicity here; lighting,
music, full choreobantics, together with Charles
Williams® strange fantasy of evil striving against
the miraculous birth make a disturbing hour’s
traffic on the altar steps. It is bravely spoken and,
as Mary, Diana Maddox, moving, speaking and
singing beautifully, makes a strong focus for
attention. A moment one remembers.—Caesar’s
command that all the world shoul. be taxed
sends the chorus severally down on its knees,
numbering off like a drill squad, until the teller
comes upon Mary, who suddenly speaks a
Magnificat instead. That stays in the mind: so,

hat we are hard put to it not to laugh out-

t at the crude and pathetic goings on. Were
set, not in New England, but in a slum in
Rickens” London, it would be mercilessly guyed.
PHILIP HOPE-WALLACE

We detect a new sharpness, with that slight,
faintly irreverent, acid tang hitherto only to be
found in the more penetrating war literature. A
sharpness which allows that senators in Washing-
ton, through arrogance, ignorance or sheer
wrong-headedness, could have as much adverse
effect on battles thousands of miles away as a

swarm of Japanese carrier planes in the thick of

the fight; a sharpness which accepts that no one
Service—each with its various warring factions
to undermine, however unwittingly, the over-all

efficiency—is either perfect or infallible.
Certainly Task Force is not nearly as incisive
or as tight as Command Decision. Mainly, I think,
because the former is strictly an action film while
the latter was a conversation piece (an inadequate
description but roughly indicative of its intellec-
tual climate) and whereas the screen so abounds
with superb action that we almost take it for
granted, good talk is rare enough to be remem-
( 30 Gary Cooper is a more

TIME AND TIDE 14 JANUARY 1950

conflicting ideas and ideals, of appeasement and
isolationism, of lack of interest and the then
prevailing inability to see further than a stone’s
throw into the future; building up to the climactic
battle sequences.

This war photography is probably the most
impressive ever incofporated into a fictional, if
basically factual film. Interspersing specially pre-
pared shots with newsreel scenes and much actual
U.S. Naval Combat film, it is a triumph of pains-
taking synchronization and cutting,
giving a horrifyingly graphic picture in black and
white and technicolor of the war on and above
the sea. Behind the violent death and noise and
colour of battle, the camera returns again and
again to the cea:
the communications centre, the

careful

:ss hum and concentration of
focal point
around which everything else revolves.

As the planes fly out to locate the elusive
Japanese aircraft carriers, there is the tense,
agonized guiet of the wireless room, as they wait

captain and crew—for the signal that the car-
riers have been sighted.

Apart from Gary Cooper himself, this is not an
actors’ picture, but there are a couple, at least,
of nicely controlled performances: Walter
Brennan'’s salty, blunt Admiral and Jane Wyatt’s
graceful and fresh interpretation of the con-
ventional, patient wife.

After’ Task Force we may look forward to a
succession of war themes: Battleground, about the
battle of the Bulge, Ambush and Twelve Q' Clock
High. But, with the pessimism born of experience,
we can hardly expect them to continue the good
work at such a highly skilled level of filmcraft.

It has been argued that a few minutes of the
Gigli voice is sufficient justification for the whole
of Canzone Eterna. But, according to my reason-
ing, nothing can justify a poor film. The over-all
banality can be lessened but it can’t be excused
although I doubt even that, for the sheer grandeur
of the fragments from Orhello shows up in pain-
ful contrast the hackneyed tedium of everything
else. In any case is it quite fair to expose Gigl,
the man, to the ruthless probing of the camera,
which seeks out with merciless exactitude all the
hundred and one reasons why tenors, as a race, be
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Your letter of March 12 would have been a surprige,
1f I had not had a letter from Meg a few days before
(thanking me for my book) telling me that you were co-
ming this summer and were expected at Broadway. It
was unselfish of the Perkins's to urge you to come, and
I am very glad you consented. I wish you were coming
by boat instead of flying machine, although it is pro-
bably a good time of year for flight, because a sea vo-
yage can be restorative; and I warn you that after a
transatlantlce flight one 1s too tired, and tired in an
odd way, to be fit for anything for four or five days.
You ought to arrange, after a flight, to have a day in
bed. Now, first, please let me know by which line you
are coming, and when the time comes cable me the number
of your flight (it is on the ticket) and I will see what
can be done about meeting you and where (the trouble is
that one is never sure just when a plane will arrive).
What 1s more important and practical, let me know at once
whether you want a room in a hotel reserved for you on
arrival. I should 1like to help in that way: and I don t
see any reason why I shouldn't pay for it either,. (You
know it 1s always fretting me that I can doing nothing fi-
nanclally for anybody in America, and thig sort of little
thing relieves my feellngs a bilt.

Do let me have these particulars at once. I'11 write
again about the Cocktail Party. ."Dear Brutus" ought to
glve you no trouble as you know it so well, but I shall
think of it through April. Meanwhile, I hope you are

having your holidays propeii%idf

o
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I got Aunt Edith's cable, telephoned through by my secre-
tary, just before leaving for a weekend with the Fabers,
and was able to cable an answer from the statlon. I have
now written briefly on my return. I am terribly distressed,
though not at all surprised, at his age and in view of his
increasing infirmity. I know that it will make matters
especially difficult for you coming early in the summer
term, when you are very busy with rehearsals, and 1 am
very worried by this strain upon you. Are there other
friends who can be of use to Aunt Edith, besides the nur-
ses? I cannot imagine how she can run the flat; and I
fear that she will be kn a very helpless and dependent
state.

Now you will need your hollday more than ever, and 1
hope that nothing will occur to interfere with 1t. I
am thinking particularly of your gunt s drain upon your
vitallity. I have reserved a room with bath for you at
the Basil Street Hotel at the corner of Knightsbridge and
Sloane Street. I know it is good, because Marian and
Theodora were there last year, and I have taken a room
there for the latter for the month of July. It 1s con-
venient for both Chelsea and Kensington and for the centre
of London, and I do not know of any zood hotel nearer.
I have taken this room from the night of the 12th, so that
if you arrive early on the 13th it will be ready for you.
I also hope you will arange your plans 80 &S to have two
days there, because I think that after the tiring flight
you should rest in comfort for at least that length of time
before golng to Broadwaye. Broadway should be restful
when you are up to it; but I suspect that you wlll want toO
be hlping Meg and Doreen, taking part in the ordinary




household duties etec.

I am very sorry if my letter did not express plea-
sure in your coming: I suppose it was because there was
a certain timidity , diffidence, in my feelings, and some
awkwardness in my behaviour - sarely you can understand
that, It 1s getting on for two years since I last saw
you, and you are never far from my thoughts. But I very
much want to see you here, for the fugitive and also ra-
ther public meetings which are all that seem possible in
Americe under modern conditions are very unsatisfactory.
(If I cean find any device by which I can in future visit
America in any other way than as a public lectueer, that
may be bettered).

The play is belng rehearsed under great pressure:
owing to the fact that the 0ld Vie season at the New
Theatre closed earlier than was expected, they have had
to bring it on; and on Monday they open for a preliminary
week at Southsea, I cannot at this stage Judge how good
it will be, though I think Rex Harrisocn is much more
prom sing than I had feared., Anyway, I hope it will
etill be running in June,

Aﬂ/;i MaaC &_, KLS"’&\
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I am very glad that you wrote about your mistake in
the days, as 1 had got it into your head that you were ar-
riving on Saturday the 17th June. However, the room at the
Basil Street Hotel (Basil Street runs off Sloane Street Just
by the corner cof Knightsbridge) is reserved from the 1l2th
(so as to be available however early on the morning of the
13th you arrive, Please let me know your "flight number"
so that I shall be able to make enquiries about your plane.
If you were held up by fog you might even be a day late, and
I sho1ld want to notify the hotel to keep the room. Also,
if you declde not to go at once to the country, but stop in
London a little longer to rest, cable me. Also, I should
like to know what your address will be for two or three days
before you fly, in case I have any arrangements to cable you
about. I do hope everything will go smoothly.

”

Marian has been informing me about the Perkins's, as
she goes in to see Aunt Edlth and has seen both of them., I
am so glad that Sophlie Krauss has been with them.

I have had a very tiring time lately. The worst of
the 13th 1s that I have to "open" an exhibition of James
Joyce manuscripts etec. at the Institute of Contemporary Art
in Oxford Street at 8.30 p.m. on the 13th, and I can't get
out of that. I imagine that you will want to stay in that
evening, evenf if you don't go straight to bed on arrival
and stay there until the next day.

The first night went off well, and also the party I
had to gilve afterwvards at the Savoy. John made all the arrang
ments for that. There were about 60 guests - practically
none of my personeal inviting - the cast, everybody connected

with the theatre and production




also the Arts Couneil, the four ambassadors who were pre-
sent - some important people were missed out, but by the
time we know they were coming the table accomodation in the
room was all filled. R.x Harrison is a less subtle and
varied Reilly than Guinness, but a very finlshed actor 1in-
deed, and very agreeable to deal with. Nor do 1 llike Mar-
garet Leighton so well as irene Worth, but most people like
her just as well. The others are all good, and Gladys
Boot (from the Liverpool Repertory) is a real discovery.

I had to go to Cambridge for that weekend, and have to go
tomorrow to Newcastle for the Annual M eting of the Alliance
Frangaise, which will be trying; and I have kept postponing
writing any long letters about the performance - this 1s
the only ‘etter I have yet writtem to anybody. And I am
now regretting my engagement in Chicago in October - but it
seemed the only way of getting over this year - because 1
shall have my nose to the grindstone writing lectures all
he summer, I wonder if Meg will ask me down for a night
while you are there: I could stay at the Lygon Arms or any-
where that a room can be found, for I dont suppose there
would be room for me at the Binderye.

Aﬁélhﬂigfa (\
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A, Joor 29 “ay 1950.

I am terribly distressed by my mistake about the date:
of course I would not have made any engagement for that
evening i1f I had realised that it was the evening you
would be in London; and I am all the more upset by its
changing your plan. But I think I will keep the room
anyway, because you must have somewhere to go to where
you can lie down, take a bath, rest and change before
you go on., So, if I may, I shall lunch with you at
the Basil Street Hotel; and, if you must, you can take
an afternoon train to Broadway. (I will look up
trains, I don't remember there being a station there;
and you must arrange to be met by a car at whatever
station serves Broadway). I must find out at this
end whether it 1s the airport, or the terminus in Lon-
don, that you arrive at at 9.30 - 1 imagine the former,
I shall see 1f I can get a car and meet you at the air-
port: that saves time, and saves getting a taxi at
uckingham Palace Road, No, you say Evesham is the
Broadway station: I will look into that, and if so I
xxtkr write to Meg and ask what arrangements can be made
for meeting you there. And I will keep the time from
July 12 as free of engagements as 1 can.
Penelope 1s in London and is dining with me tonight

at the Connaught. I have not seen her yet.
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53 3 June 1950,
CQSPahfcrﬂ

I am told by the Pan-American office that flight 100
is the regular daily flight from New York to London, and
that the plane is due at Heath Row at 10.35 a.m. You were
told ©2.30, and I presume that the difference of one hour
means that the time-table is given in Greenwich time, in-
stead of daylight-saving. I propose to hire a car so as
to be at the alrport before the plane is due. In case you
pass through the customs before you see me, you had better
tell the porter that you think you are being met, and -
Just 1n case 1 am not there, I do not want you to miss the
chance of golng in the bus., But if all is well, you will
find me there, and I propose to take you straight to the
Basll Street Hotel, where you can have 2 bathroom and a bed
to 1lie down on 1f you want to. Then I suggest that you
should have a rest after an early lunch in the hotel with
me, and take the 4.45 (if that is the train now) to Eves-
ham, I am writing to Meg to ask how you are to get from
there to Broadway. I want to get this off to you, and I
shall see you in ten days time,

%/M

The last two days have been very warm; hithorto the
weather has been chilly and dull; and i expect you had
better come prepared for the usual mixed English summer,
It seems incredible that it should prove as fine and
dry and sunny &as last year,







German Cocktail Party

T?RANSLATING T. S. Eliot’s

play The Cocktail Party
into German is Countess Nora
Wydenbruck. The play is to
be produced in Berlin and
Dusseldort.

"The countess, 56, London-
born, is the .daughter of a
former First Secretary of the
Austrian Embassy. She has
lived in this country since
1926. Her home 1s in Ken-
sington. -

She has translated Eliot
before. Her previous transla-
tion was of his Four Quartets.
Next week she will go through
her translation with Eliot, who
knows German.




jewellery exhibitor said
o-day that he will quit the BIF
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Fair tents blaie

Sldeshow tents, screens and
holes being taken to a fair site
y a British Road Services lorry
aught fire in Woodmanstmne
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DINNER

- To THE Rev. M. C. D’Arcy, S.J.

Lord Pakenham presided at a dinner given|
at the Hyde Park Hotel last night ingqonour
of the Rev. Martin D’Arcy, S.J. The health of||
the guest of honour was proposed by Mr. T. S.
Eliot, O.M., and seconded by Mr. Douglas||
Woodruff. Among those present were : —

The Italian Ambassador and Duchess Gallarati Scotti,
the French Ambassador, the High Commissioner for the
Republic of Ireland, Lady Helen Asquith, Mr. and Mrs.
T. F. Burns, Mr. and Mrs. Randolph Churchill. Father
Corbishley., S.J., the Rev. F. C. Devas. S.J., Lord and
Lady Dormer, Sir Anthony Doughty-Tichborne, Mr. and
Ithe Hon. Mrs. Simon Elwes, Mr. Richard Fort, M.P.,
the Hon. Hugh Fraser, M.P., Mr. Graham Greene, Mr.
Victor Gollancz, Alice Countess of Gainsborough, the
Hon. Miles Fitzalan-Howard, the Hon, Mrs. A. Herbert,
Sir Harold and the Hon. LLady Hood, Mr. Christopher
Hollis, M.P. the Hon_ Quintin Hogg, M.P.. and Mrs.
Hogg, the Earl of Iddesleigh, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas
Jerrold, Mr. A. T. Lennox-Boyd, M.P.. Sir Shane Leslie

Sir Theobald Mathew, Mr. Stanley Morison, the Hon.
| Gerard Noel, Mr. Richard O’Suliivan, K.C., Lady
Pakenham, Mr. Alan Pryce-Jones, Dr. John Rothenstein,
Lady Rennell, Sir Charles and Lady Russell, the Hon.
Edward Sackville-West, Mr. R. R. Stokes, M.P., Mr.
Robert Speaight, Professor and Mrs. G. Temple,
Liecutenant-Coionel and the Hon. Mrs. J. D. Waters,
Mr. Evelyn Waugh, Professor Hubert Wellington,
Mr. R. W. F. Wilberforce, the Hon. Mrs. Douglas
Woodruff, and Colonel and Mrs. Joseph Weld




{hat weakened basic principles.

- A STIMULATING NOTE

| It was not complacently assumed, how-
ever, that everything was right with the
Press, and a stimulating note was sounded
by Mr. L. P. Scott (United Kingdom), who
8 wondered whether the criticism of the
Press so frequently heard did not justify a
little stocktaking on the part of journalists.
Perhaps they were no longer running news-|
papers, he said; perhaps the Press was
now only one of the largest entertainment
businesses in the world. He thought there
might be something beneficial to be
 obtained from a Press council of the kind}
| that had been suggested in the United]
| Kingdom, as it was possible for freedom
to degenerate into licence, and self-control|

| might obviate Government attempts at
Press control. His views were reinforced

by Mr. W. Addison (South Africa), who
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e~ , 29 July 1950,

I intended to wrlte to you last night, as it was the

one evening for the bharwoman to stay and cook a sup-
per; but I found myself so tired hat I went to bed

very early. And this morning your letter arrived

I have thought every day of the weather for you, and
have rejoiced in the last warm and sunny days; and to-
day again promises well, And of course I waﬂ anxious
for a report of the Cockerel., Your letter relieved my
mind; the food you say is good, and you have a garden

to sit in, I am really sorry that you have to go to
the Heatons', as at best that can hardly be so restful.
Another year I hope that you will manage a hollday stay-
ing longer 1n one place: the i1deal 1s like this, in a
village where you know people, but where you are not a
guest: for it can be no more restful to be a paying
guest than the other kind, when the people are friends
0ld acauaintances, I only hope that Fowey wlll prove
equally satisfactory. Apart from other burdens and
strains on your mind, I have been extremely dlistressed to
see you so0 exhausted as you have been, When you first
arrived, the stimulus of the voyage, the unusualness of
it, and the arrival itself somewhat COULb&lE& your undse
lying . fatigue; “Hu tl”ﬂ I did not know how much was Jugt
the strain of the flight itse 1f, a strain which I know
from experience, YOL seemed to me more tired in London;
even making allowances for the drawbacks of the bindery,
and the unfortunate laryngitis; and I could see that 1t
wags a fatigue for the.past year as well. I am sure that
your present work is more than you ought to be dolng; and
I shall be very anxious 1f you do not return much more
restored than you are yet.




Of ecourse I have thought constantly about the po-
litical situation, which is certainly very grave. Y
have no private sources of information, either, I do

ot think that there will be anything like a general
conflagration thig summer; but if I had any reason to
believe that there was good reason for your returning
earlier, I should let you know at once. (I have asked
the Basll to have a room for you on the 1l6th, and if
I do not hear from them by Monday I shall ring up).

I culte agree with you that this way of house-
keeping during a housekeeper's holiday is not satis-
factory; and anouher year 1 should elther have a tem-
porary to sleep in and get evening meals,.or else go
away . But the former is better, as I think it 1s too
tiring for John also. But yesterday morning he had
& short letter from our Kathlﬂen, whom we had prized
so highly, saying briefly that she was not coning back
as she had decided to marry an old "boy friend" in her
village in County Clare who keeps a pub and has a nice
house., She lgnored the fact that we had pald her
wages duan; the holiday and that she owed us further-
more a month's notice. But I 4o not think she 1s any-
thing but featherbrained; and I suppose that when she
gets back in her own remote fishing village, London and
everybody in it seem very unreal to he Nevertheless,
it seems that she took all her posses 51ons with her when
she went. During the day John has secured another
woman who 1s hig nlv rc0u-|en1@d by the agency and who
has excellent testimonials - a Frenchwoman who has been
in this country many years, married to an Englishman who
degerted her - and she 1s coming towards the end of
next week, Meanwhile I had the dinner for Fr. D'Arcy
on Monday, took Theodora to the Cocktail Party (and to
sev Irenﬂ Worth and Ernest Clark afterwards) and to
supper on Tuesday, dined alone at a club on Wednesday
(but of course a man I knew was dining there) and with
Montgomery Belglion on Thursday. But I am not working
sc hard now that my lectures are partly off my hands,

I was very happy to have you in London, though I
wish you had been feeling stronger, and I wish we could
have had good weather with one good outing somewherej
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but, as you say, meeting in public places only, or with
other people, is constraining. I shall never forget
that drive after the picnic, through Campden in the twi-
seemed espe-
lighted windows,

hall hope to get a glimpse of you on the 8th,
{ing's Cross, but you must let me know
you are taking.

L
J O







24 Russell Square, W.C.1
Museum 9543

lﬁ? JQM/ Friday Au}llﬁ-t 4.

I am extremely vexed and depressed by the fact that
I have had to arrange a business meeting for tea time on
Tuesday - a difficult meeting which involved finding a
time possible for an author, ancther director and myself;
and this was the only time in the near future which was
pPogsible for all three, S0 to my disappointment I shall
not be able to meet you at Paddington, but I will come to
King s Cross and see you off. I particularly wanted to
get you across from one station to the other; and I am
very grlileved that I cannot.

The room at Basil Street ig reserved for you for the
16th. I suggest that I shall come there at about 10
and walt until you are ready: that will give you time for
breakfast and.a bath and a little rest. After that I
have no address for you until the lst September,

I am glad that you are feeling somewhat better, and
I hope that Aberdeen and Bath will do more than Campden
can; but I fear that I shall not see you leave as restored
and prepared for the winter as I should like to see. And
I fear i1t will be a hard winter, with military affairs
disturbing all others and making life more difficult.
The general opinion is that there might be another satel-
lite war before the end of the year, but that no general
catastrophe, But I fear we are all very much in the dark.

ébm}z PISE iy

N
[ O







% 5 19 September 1950,
Loy

This 1s a last letter before sailing on Saturday. I was
glad to get your letter of the 13th. I was naturally rather
worried by your news from Shannon, not so much for fear of dis-
aster - as it was evidence of Pan-American cautiousness - but
thinking of the extra fatigue which the delay must have caused.
And you had a second delay at Gander. It is good to know that
people thought you looked better for your wawvation, and I hope
that Mrs. Chipman cossetted you, for you must have arrived at the
end of your strength.

I was also glad to have your news of your family. I hope
that Uncle John will be up to seeing me, and will be able to re-
cognise me, week after next.

I have naturally been very busy during these last weeks, with
2ll the matters to be put in order before leaving. I dread moving
about more and more, but it will be a relief to board the ship.
At this stage, one is harsmased by both the problems one is leaving
behind and the others that one is facing: once on the boat, there
are only the latter,

I expert to arrive in Cambridge on Monday the 2nd, and will
ring up from the Faculty Club. Would you please send me & line
to await me there (or ﬁfo Theresa) giving me your telephone num-
ber again?®

lagt r~sh bl

L
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37
/”k Hotel Windermere East.
,%7 A Qe 12 October 1950,

I ought to have written to you at once, and
wished to do so: but the battle with the cold and

its consequent lassitude, in the first very busy
three days, left me feeling too tired to sit up to

a typewriter during the intervals, My train proved
a very slow one (Teresa, in changing the berth for

a compartment, had changed the train also, without
knowing it, to a much slower train leaving at the
same hour), Then Professor Nef had a dinner party
the same night; the next day was spent in making
arrangements, and that night there was a dinner mrty
at the Chancellor's, followed by my first lecture,
And last night I had my first "seminar", which meant
takking for most of the time during two hours, There
are also press interviews, This afternoon, after
lunching with #he Chance}i%r, the President, the
Vice-President, and Julian Huxley' 5 a i At e e
Hotel and lay down for most of the afternoon, I had
some supper sent up to my room, and after I have writ-

ten this I shall go to bed, I do not have to speak

in public again for s week, so I hope that I shall
-n‘ ' . :

The climate of Chicago




comprehands a very warm sun and a very cold wind,

and what with the heating which is more than I am

used to, one hasto be careful of sud en changes
between heat and cold, But my rooms at the hotel
are comfortable; and I have as a luxury a French
breakfast served in my room, The people are ex-
tremely friendly; and to judge from the reception
of my first lecture, they are very easily pleased,

I shall write at more length in a few days time,

I wanted only to write at once to say that I had been
very sorrowful, and that your letter was such and
came at such a moment that it helped me, I wish I
could help you as much, Thank you from the bot-

tom of my heart,
b
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,457 .Jﬁﬁu/ 20 October 1950,

My cold hung on until a day or two ago, since when I am com-
pletely recovered; but the intense heat (which seemed to abate a little
lasg night, but to-day is bright and sunny and may be very warm again)
expecially after a cold summer in England, has been rather exhausting,
People here regard their climate as something unique, and I wonder if
the weather has been the same with you, The heat in the middle of the
day does not surprise me so much, but it is unexpected to find that it
has been very warm at night as well, And the compulsory dinner par-
ties are of course tiring, I dread large dinner parties anywhere, but
the din of twelve or more peo le talking at once (and they tend to talk
rather loud) is a great strain. A dinner of the Social Thought Com-
mittee on Mondg, my "seminar" on Wednesday, a dinner of Professor Nef's

last night; this afternoon a tea party of the English Speaking Union to-
day,(at which I may be calded upon to say a few words) end dinner (a
large party I am sure) by Prof., W lliamson tonight (we are publishing
& book of his), Tomorrow, only a lunch of the Episcopalian Commit-
tee with Canon Bell; and Sunday apparently free. Next week I have to
give lectures on two evenings, dine with Mr, Zabel (formerely editor
of "Poetry"), attend Von Hayek's seminar, go to a cocktail Party of the
Chancellor's and dine with a Mrs, Seymour, Besides the university
people, and the churf h folk, there are also certain old friends of
Henry's whom I must be polite to, After lunch I take a nap, and work
on revising my lectures (That is finished now, and I must start in to
nrite the Spencer Memorial Lecture which I deliver in Sanders Theatre
on Nov.21lst). In the morning I get my exercise by a mile or so walk
to my university office, where Mrs, Armour and Miss Michaelson look
after my business, and I dictate letterz and sometimes interview stu-
dents or the press. It is in fact exactly the life you would expect
it to be, for the next three weeks, I have not seen much of Chicago,
but this party of town is pleasant, and one can walk in Jackson Park
nearly, which abuts on the lake, The peonle are very friendly, and to
udge by the reception of my first lecture, easily pleased. I like

Chancellor Hutchens, and John Nef, who is immediately resp nsible for




me, is the soul of kindness (his wife, who reminds me mmx® in her
conversation of Mrs, Nickleby - and think of Mrs, Nickleby on the
telephone! - is rather trying, but very well meaning). (She has a
"play-reading" group, and I have got to hear "The C cktail Party"
read by them. She sometimes rings up to tel. me of her difficulties

incasting).

I assume that Uncle John's condition is much the same, as I

have not heard fromyou, but I have been hoping for a line from you

every day, Aj‘/‘_’.ﬁ
D

| ey

Hotel Windermere East,
1642 E, 56th Street,
Jackson Park,

Chicago.
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Your letter of the 23d saddened me still further, First, I
can imagine the strain of the present situation at Commonwealth
Avenue, I am not surprised by what you tell me of Aunt Edith's
preparations, It is in character: I think that many people try
instinctively to deaded the pain by attending to even the most
trivial details, I remember a friend of mine telling me, after
his father's death, that his mother seemed to be chiefly concerned
for some days with counting her letters of condo.ence, and think-
ing out who hdd, and who had not, among her acquaintance, written
to her, That is one way of getting through things, for some per-
sons: concentrating on forms and ceremony, But while this makes
it easier for her, it undoubtedly meakes it all more painful for
you.

I am sorry that my letters have not seemed more personal: but
perhaps I too cover things up by attending to activities of one
kind and another: I regarded these weeks in Chicago simply as some-
thing that had to be lived through, because it had been at the time

the only possible wy of getting to America, and seeing you and my

family, (It is certainly not so bad as a lecture tour). But

one's private life seems alpost something to be put into storage,
under such conditioms as these, And one has to mmretend to like

a5 57 Then I have felt very homesick and depayseg too. 1 never
feel guite myself on these crowded visits: perhaps I shall not be
able to think again until 1 get home,. But, if I seem impersonal,
remember also that I don't feel quite at ease,that I can't feel
guite at ease in these circumstances and ix with you as things are
now, Tha t may improve with time, I hope and pray it will; but
the awareness that my feelings are something that I cannot ex-
plain, ad that cannot be understood, makes me feel that I must seem
to you a remote and far from likeable character, So that any
expression of tenderness and affection seems almost an impertinence;
and it is easier to appear on terms of greater intimacy with many

people whom I know and care less about, You must see that I can-




not be gquite relaxed or spontaneous at present! And it is all a
source of great unhappiness,

Tonight my second lecture, tomorrow a party of the Hutchins's,
Saturday Professor Waldemar Gurien (a former contributor to the Cri-
terion, before he had to leave Germany), XRuR=mxkx "Qu'est-ce qu'il y
a & cing heures?" "A cing heures, monsieur, il y a conseil", "E
bien, s'il y a conseil, nous allons y aller" (the "Antigone" of An-
ouilh),

I pray that you may get some rest from this terrible strain,

Anc that if Uncle John dies while I am inAmerica, it will be at such
a moment that I can come to the funeral. I cannot forego my visit to
Washington, because I feel that to go to see Pound, onc