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P S gnuary 1946.

I wish you a very Happy New Year; and hope thet it will be
the happier for having given Miss Tucker notice. (It does seem
e tall order to expect you to produce Richere 11 with little girls
between now end the middle of February!l) You see, 1 found your
letter of December 27 on my return from Shamley. A dolorous vi-
sit it was: for I took to my bed there - the first Christmes Day
I ever remember spending in bed - with & teaperature. 1t wes
a1l the worse because they hed no domestic staff at ell, owing
to the fact thet they ere moving ne t week to Hindheed. There
were only Mrs. M., Hope who hed been heving some mysterious infec-
tion that sends her temperature up end down, end Jimmy Jemes the
housekeerper. How Jimmy ran the whole house and brought me &1l
my mesls is & mirecle. I naturslly came bsck es soon &s the doc-
tor let me - hiring & car to bring me from door to door. I got
beck yesterday; tomorrow 1 go to Univ rsity College Hospitsl, but
they mey have to keep me there a few days before operatimg, &s 1
heve 2 bit of a cough. And I em feeling very limp, so 1 hope thet
a fortnight in 2 hospitel is what 1 need;-it's 2811 1 feel fit for.

I shell be gble to ‘scrawl fairly easrly ne.t week,

~renge to have cables sent. 1 do hopethat Henry's
nezlth will et least not deteriorate rapidly while I em laid up.
This is only en interim note to send you my loving thoughts at
the beginning of snotker yeer.

1?ﬁ§xr‘ﬁﬂﬁw0251:&a_ff
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I had been 1n two minds whether to cable to you and
to Henry; but I thought that that might be making too much
of it, and, however I put it, might sound alarming rather
than reassuring. For 1t has only been a slight illness, as
one might have every winter, but just enough to induce the
cautious surgeon to postpone my operation until summer. So
here I am back in Chelsea after ten days in hospital, be-
ing nursed for a slight bronchial cough and a temperature
which never went higher than 99.6. But even a slight cold
1s enough to make an operation out of the question, unlesgss it
1s an operation of the kind that must be done at once if at
all. There 1s always, apparently, some possibility in such
cases of pneumonia after the operation; and a surgeon natural-
ly does not want to run that risk, for the sake of his own o-
peration., So al!l that has happened is, that I have had an
ordinary winter illness in a hospital instead of at home,

Even a delay of a few days (as they hoped it might be,
at first) would have worried me. As you know, T have been
told to be ready to come over in Febrwary if Henry s condi-
tion deteriorated; and I should have been afraid of not be-
ing quite fit to come. Uf course, if Henry's pneumonia had
happened before I had male the arrangements, I should not have
dreamt of having the operation until after my next wvisit. So
no doubt 1t is all for the “est that I should now have to wait

until perhaps July or Aucust.

Now I am to stay at home for a couple of days, and then
take 1t easy for a few more days, and I shall not go out in
the evening for a month or so.

I will write agaln later in the week. At the moment T
have about twenty personal letters to write, and I don't want
to overwork at first. I am glad to be back where I am well

fed, for the hospital fare is meagre: friends supplemented it




with bread, butter, cheese and jam. At the moment, every-
thing in London is meagre, because of the transport workers
strike: but we are fortunate in having the contents of
christmas parcelg from America (I had five from the States
and one from Australial).

I am glad to know that you have gecured more time for your
production of Richard TII. T don't see why Kinchin-Smith
should mind your not doing the Trogan Women, if you write and
explain to him: only if you want to keep the text, on the
chance of your wanting to produce it somewhere at some time,
you will ask him whether;you may .

v.ff/“a
L[‘:yw-\
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have your letter of January 21st, and am distressed that
you ﬁnT not hzard:from me far gsh lone, esneciallv at a time when
you have had such a distressing burden to bear all alone.
' that T could:be;with you' at thia time, to share, if
tén it. I can only hope that now-it will not be long
t De }]ﬂ_:flLlll for her; and it is also for you that I
crisis, iﬂ your great solitude. I know you have friend
be vlt ether sympathetic and helpful, but that is not
a8 naving others who suffer directly as you do - brot
i 18 therefore ”uch warﬁcr to bear for you th
for me (though me think, if it could
stponed for two years ff' I have never felt
: b ner during the :
could have

1

o s e
W ] abhy T a1
v Ll -J (‘i L¥]

: 2 at _ : 1 to speak of
ordinary affai - the flat has proceeded -} : John has been
up for *VG da and, with the as: Lanc ur lady and onc
gentleman nas seen his furniture mc idn; 1

ny bULlﬂ”r (wnu is 1 make him i ful
set up his bookcases and fi ed them with Pm)01’s arwﬁ
ub the boards and runners for curtains and pol 1ing
The electricity and gas e but the =1::3rwfﬁ~rb will
no use until the zas company repaf them; ho

rooms have points f electric heaters as

may be down this we the only

oorary curtains. T have also enga; Jd a

d 1 e-aged

1 ’.":-; 11 ‘l WO I - L ‘ ‘ j_s ;.]. t
a s 1en ready, and

ner bedroom, first, put her i a 7f~ nigh to give her time
ﬂ+nrm~ are needed, and acquaint herself with the local
hall take up residence myself, and Tohn last of all,
bh;ld needs him in Cambridee during most of Febru-
large flat, thi our books,
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shall pretty well fill It; but T Tear that the very long pas=-
way will regulre some sort of heater-when we can get 1t.
10t know what-Madame Frenay cooking 1is 1 she has
in Eneland for-twenty-five vears, and sl i ' A
husband, she has usually been a nursery
a very practical, economical Freéench t:
who ought :to - be a good manager.

book about Poland,
proadca

] . snis

brings some of the little

\cross the last, and brus J |

opening of uarters in e publi 4brary in south Audley

Street. - T e there to greet the Mayor of Wwestminster,

and the gus (¢ ¥rs. Roosevelt and Wiss W;lkinson, if

they arrive And eading on Saturday night at the Stu-

dent “oerf House. ”oth1nﬁ, T think in Fsbruary, but in March

I have to go to Pusey House (0Oxford) t ead them some of the ma-

terial for one of my ljccdis; and als [ have to do another reading

for Moira Brook cwynne's pupils at the Tnstitute of Education.

(At least, you can't reproach me £« he last item, as I only

do ‘1t because of her being a friend of yours. Ypid T tell you

that we are publishing Margaret Thorp's book on the cinema thils

year?-)
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The weather has been much milder - to—day Toggy,
‘I ¥

>d
Ler he gas pressure nas een "(JOC?I-
1}

came through la 3
getting on pretty a”ll in health, to Th1‘ you fo
cutting about Ezra: file everything I get uhwut 1
though it does not as a _'“ give me as good informatlio
reive privately (your said he was translating
t was Canfucius!) but "xi | know what the American
: e intelligent and
be. -tried, {4
dare say
help to alter hls sta-
rise to the gravest
thoughts of you

C?pnjé Llwck JTE»7 Fova~.

anxliety.
in your
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I do not think I have ever allowed such a long time
to elapse without writing any private letters, I owe let-
ters to all my family, some of them since December., But T
have never had such a number of details to attend to, at the
same time as feeling utterly exhausted. That 1is largely due
to my 1llness, I suppose, though I am very much better now;
though I should probably have experienced this overpowering
fatlgue anyway, after the end of the war and the sharpening
of anxieties public and private. Also it has been increased
by having had to live in such an unsettled way (and under con-
ditions in which I knew that any illness that meant staying in
bed would be almost impossicle to deal with - you can't get
in to hospitals or nursing homes) and having one problem after
another concerned with the flat to deal with. And apart from
business, there have been the usual engagements which I ecould
not decline: the whole of my last three weekends was taken up
with preparing the three broadcast talks for germany. These
are now done, and are being translated: so this Saturday morn-
ing T have the unusual freedom of being able to sit down and
write this letter - T have only had the evenings to write in,
when T feel too tired to do more than fiddle with a book, play
a game of patience, and go to bhed.

Anyway, the situation now is this: that I am going to
start sleeping in the flat tomorrow night, and shall tsst Ma-
dame Frenay's cooking. It is now Jjust habitable, except for
John's quarters. There are only temporary carpets, and cur-
tains for only four windows, and the curtains in my rooms are
too wide and too short, and will have to be cut up and resesn
as soon as possible. There are gas heaters working in two
fooms, and electric in the others. The corridors are bare
boards. I have bought a couple of standard lamps for myself.
My books are to be moved in a week from now, and T shall move
my clothes from Elvaston Place as and when T can. For the
next week or two I shall have to EmRERERRE continue sending my

gashing from Elvaston Place, until we find a laundry which
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will call in chelsea: most laundries now will not under-

take to call oftener than every two or three weeks, some

keep the washing for a month. The things one has to buy

are very expensive (14s. for an ordinary broom, and 25s,

for a platerack!) and one seldom gets exactly what one wants;
and many things one cannot buy at all. People are very good
about lending: T should not be able to sleep there but for
some blankets lent by Mrs. Codrington, and some pillows and
sheets lent by Lady vVansittart (friends of John's). To get
a dustbin T have had to get Jean Kennerley, who used to live
in fhelsea and knows all the tradespeople, to go in to Ti-
mothy White's in the King's Road (for the fennerleys, like

me and everyone else who has just moved anywhere, have no
prospect of a telephone for at least six months) and ask the
manager to keep a bin for a friend of theilrs, out of the next
lot he gets 1in.

1 think Madame Frenay promises well; she has lived in England
for twentyfive years, so that her cooking may have deterio-
rated: but she gives me the impression of being an economical
manager. Also, she is cheerful and pleasant.

There are of course problems to be solved over gas, electri-
city etc. and the electrolux refrigerator which may or may
not be reparable.

T tell you all this because 1t may give a faint impression
of why I cannot, just yet, even begin to find out about pas-
sages to America. T should really consider 1t irresponsible
of me to make definite engagements in America at thils stage.
vou say "other people keep engagements", but I don't think
people should make engagements when they do not know whether
they can keep them. In my present state of fatligue, I can-
not look forward to the trip as anything in the nature of a
holiday. 1f I get a fortnight altogether under restful
conditions I shall be lucky. The commerce with New York
publishers and authors will be waaring; I can hardly escape
some public engagement with Books Across the Sea 1in New York;
T shall have to go to Washington for a day or two to see
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Pound, and I can't well go to washington without seelng the
Library of Congress people. Americans are so full of energy
and expect the same of others; they love public affairs, spee-
ches and talks, and I shall have to fight tcnaciously and at
the same time tactfully in order to aveid being completely
worn out. For one thing, I am better known than I was 10
years ago; for another, one cannot look upon the ocean voyage
as a period of rest now. Herbert Read, who 1s Jjust going to
New York to lecture at Yale, has been told to be ready to
sall on any day after the 2ist; but he may have to wait up to
three weeks, and if so the dates of his lectures will have to
be read justed accordingly.

I feel at the moment, as if T should like three months com-
plete rest before facing it.

I am further distressed by learning from you that your moth-
er's illness may be more protracted than was anticipated. This
means a fresh adjustment for you, emotionally, to a strain that
you may have to bear for months. I am very very sorry for
you. Whether it makes it easler or harder to be so very busy
at the school as you are, I cannot judge; but I fear your get-
ting over-tired while you have this burden, lest when the bur-
den and the work both cease you will find yourself in a state
of utter exhaustion.
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’4al’ cv{ji;;;{ 24 February 1946. a4£Lhﬂhm,G“L'
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I cabled a reply as soon as I got your cable, but I
have had to let several days elapse before writing this let-
ter. After what you had said about the possibility of
your mother lingering on, your cable came as a sudden relief.
But I know that the event could only have been one of mixed
relief to you: because at that time one cannot think of the
loved person merely as a human being who had nothing to look
forward to in this 1ife but pain and misery, but as the per-
son one remembered before he or she was taken away while still
in this life, And however one welcomes death for the suf-
ferer, there is an immense tearing pain of separation from
anyone in the closest relation possible to oneself. And then
a feeling of great lonliness, even if, rationally speaking,
the loneliness was already there. g0 T wished fervently that
T could have been with you at this time.

vyou will let me know about the funeral, about your life during
this period, and T hope about everything that you felt and
suffered.

I shall hope to make investigations about permission to come
to America, as soon as John gets here gnd T can pass the busil-
ness of running the flat and getting it into further osder,
over to him. T am now installed at 19, Carlyle Mansions,
Ccheyne walk, S.W.3. gso far, the French housekeeper, VMadame
Frenay, seems very satisfactory, practlcal and cheerful, and
seems to cook and serve my food very well. She makes excel-
lent soup, certainly. Tt is also pleasant to have somebody
to put the hot water bottle in one's bed etc. What her draw-
backs may be, T have yet to discover: it is difficult to say
yet how economically she can keep house, because there have
been.so many odds and ends to buy at the start. The great
difficulty at the_moment is that we cannot get any laundry to
call here: the lauddry crisis is really very acute, they are
short both of staff and of vans, and lanndries say that they
cannot take on new customers. There is a charwoman who comes
twice a week for the heavy cleaning, and at present Madame
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Frenay, with my approval, is having her an extra morning
a week to do washing: but of course it is impossible to
wash sheets in a flat, without special equipment. And
of course it may be a long time before we get a telephone.
But with all the difficulties, I am very glad to be in a
place that T ean call my own,

My books, and the rest of my personal effects from Elvaston
Place, were moved in on Saturday. The books are now ranged
in shelves in my study, but T shall have to take two days,
when I can, to get them dusted and put them in ordef, And
until the decorator ecan get enough wood to put up some more
shelves for me, there are two crates of books which must
remain unpacked. I have not yet had time to unpack my
bags. This morning I went to early communion at Chelseg
Church in Sydney Street (not Chelsea 014 Chureh, sir ghomas
More's, which was utterly bombed) at 8.30, returned for
breakfast, and then off again by bus to 11 o'clock at gt.
Stephen's., (I wish I could retire from being churchwarden,
but there simply 1s no one else avallable yet, and Cheetham
himself is in a pretty nervously exhausted condition after
the war and its worries, and I cannot add another problem

to his troubkes just yet) and then had to lunch with Cheethan
and the Archdeacon of widdlesex - he always wants me to

be there when he has to entertain church dignitaries. And
this evening I had to g0 to a reception for a ~hikaan poet,
a Madame Wistral, who is here on her way back from gstockholm
where she has received the Nobel prize. It 1s a great
nuisance, from my point of view, having so many foreign
poets (whom one does not want to meet, ‘anyway) visiting this
country nowadays. T shall have to see Madame igtral again
with my Chilean friends, and there is a French poet, Pierre
Jean Jouve (one of the better seniop poets) whom T shall
have to see at lunch this week, All this is to my mind a
complete waste of time, but these are inevitable diplomatic
amenities. The difficulty is that T am the only senior
poet 1In Eng land available, whom these people have heard of,
The Poet Laureate lives in the country, and Walter de 1la
Mare lives just far enough away and is Jjust dld enough so
that he can't be calleg upon, and he hasn't got the inter-
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national or cosmopolitan touch anyway. And now, a visit
by a poet to another country is almost a matter of poll-
tical importance, esvecially as the visit is alwavs ar-
ranged by the British Counecil.

I have just been running on, but the only thing on my
mind was to send you my devoted thoughts at this time
of trial for you, my dear.

T~ 4—\‘«‘:7

o







G.C Faber, Chairman CW.Stewart R.H.l.de laMare F.V.Morley & Morley Kennerley(u.s.a) T.S.Eliot W.].Crawley

FABER AND FABER LTD PUBLISHERS

FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON

MUSeum 9543 (4/ines) 24 RUSSGH Square LondonWCI
Vé? ISt 5;\_97 : 19 March 1946. ”.,‘.-,i..-h_ <5

\ ot *°
1t was very agreeable that your letter of arch 5 should
be the first addressed to me at 19, Carlyle Vansions. It
helps to make me feel settled. It is now rcally becoming
nabitable; and John arrived on Thursday, 80 that T can now
turn over the actual running of it to him - he would be
ahle to attend to nearly everything if we only had a tele=-
phone. T was also relieved to have him come, because I
was aware that the housekeeper (hereinafter known as Mme.
F.) was in a state of tension waiting for him and no doubt
wondering whether she would get on with him, and whether
he would not turn out to need more attention than I had
warned her of. ¥r. Rainsley the builder has been invalua-
ble, and has attended to numbers of small details, and has
started laying the corridor carpet, which makes the place
look much more inhabited. 1f Madame F. is strong enough
for the work she should find it an 1deal place, wilth a
homelike French atmosphere, and, in future, no doubt, French
visitors. she is an excellent cook. And the work should
not be too hard, with a charwoman two mornings a week: she
comes in a third morning to wash the clothes, as laundries
call only every three or four weeks nowadays. I only go
to gt.gtephendrat 11 o'clock on Sundays, as the buses do
not run early enough to get me there by 8; so I go to the
local St.Luke's, which is not sympathetic, but I have always
a strong feeling that one should have some connexion with
the parish church; and I can easily get to st.Stephen's for
8 o'clock mass on a weekday.

The weather has continued very cold. puring this weekend
I have attended first to furbishing up a paper to read to
the joint meeting of the salisbury Poetry Society and the
galisbury Religious Drama Society when I go to stay with
the Richmonds on the 29th, preparing notes for a lunch hour
renten talk on Words % Meanings at St.Anne's soho, and con-
sidering my poetry reading to M. Brooke-gwynn's Institute
of Education tomorrow morning. This week I attended a
meeting of the Gonseil d'administration de la Fédération
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Britannique de l1l'Alliance Frangaise, of which I am now a
member: it is at least good practice, attending a committee
meéeting conducted in French (though most of the members can
gsneak ¥nelish more fluently than T sveak French),

I was very glad to have your account of your mother's funeral,
I am glad that Palfrey Perkins took it, as I am sure that he
would confluct such a ceremony with dignity and taste. I hope
that the right people were present, and that the right friends
showed the right attantions. I do hope that some relatives
of mine were there, though I should now hardly count upon the
Hinkleys, who become more and more remote to my mind. But I
should like Henry and Theresa to have been there, though they
never knew your mother; and somebody like lLaura Furness.

And it was probably good at the moment to have to plunge again
into the play at once; and very good that it should have been
such a success., (I have never seen 1it,. but I have read it
and thought it very amusing, thoug all of Coward dates very
quickly - in general 1 dislike everything the man stands for -
I have never met him, but T think T know his type). And af-
ter that, I am glad that you are going to the country (is it
that Unitarian Retreat House to which you have been before?)
for the Emaster holidays. May they be days of peace and re-
cueulllement for you, and a happy Easter, I don't know what
M. Farrand (Thorp) could be hinting about me: the only big
thing T know is that we are to publish her big book on the
American film - this, through the activity of one Peter Mgyer,
who has himself written a book on sociology of fllm for us.

I was invited to a conference of some kind at Princeton in

the autumn; but if, as I hope, I can get a passage 1n May, I
shall certainly not be present at Princeton in the autumn,

I wish you could come and bless this flat by coming to tea

at once,

e Gy
7o
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I have just time to write before goling to salisbury for

a weekend with the Richmonds. I have not the slightest
desire to go, except as an act of plety to an old friend

to whom T owe a great deal twentyfive years ago: but the
weather 1s fine and almost hot, and I dare say I shall en-
Joy it after T get there. Oor rather, after tonight, for
after T had accepted the invitation (not having seen them
for nearly two years) Lady Richmond (rather unfairly, I
think) engaged me to address a joint meeting of the Reli-
gious Drama Society and the Poetry Soclety tonight at the
Deanery. T expressed the -hope that it would be a small
gathering, and was told that it would be - only the members
of the societies, numbering about 80. BRut T learn from
another source that the sixth form of the Ggodolphin (girls')
school is to be there, so no doubt the sixth form of the
Bishop Wordsworth school, and probably the choir boys, will
be there too, All T can do for them is to re-warm an ad-
dress on poetic drama which I wrote for sweden, which now#
looks somewhat stale. In reading an old paper I am apt
guddenly to come across some statement which T now disageee
with.

I am preparing my application for transit facilities to
America. Tt has to be signed by Faber, gstamped by the
bank (and T forgot to ask whether that mcant my bank or

the firm's bank) thenreturned to Ceok's, who forward it to
the Depvartment of Overseas Trade; and if 1t comes bamk with
their approval, I then proceed to apply for an American
visa. when the visa 1s secured T can ask Cook's to apply
for a passage. My only fear is that all this may not be
through in time to get a passage so as to do business in
New York before peeple start going away for the summer. In
that event it would have to be September. It looks as if
the money allowed should be ample, but T am afrald that New
vork 1s now very expensive.

welcome as your last letter was, I am equally anxious for
the next, as I think that after the strain you have been







through, and then the production of the play, you may feel
very exhausted when the vacation starts. (I never know when
that date is - no, it began on March 22, so you are already
have through it). I fear that the two weeks you get are

all too little, and that you will find the last term very
tiring indeed. S0 you should really aim at a good summer
holiday this year, whatever your plans for after that may

be, I shall of course cable you when I know the approximate

date of sailing.

ngaﬁ NaCh  Love

—
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A SEASON
OF

NEW PLAYS
BY

POETS

THE SHADOW FACTORY

by Anne Ridler

PROGRAMME 6d.




THE SHADOW FACTORY
by Anne Ridler - 2

Characters in order of appearance

Factory Girls : Lil g ww g ; 5 7 ELEANOR SUMMERFIELD

Ivy % '  Gruuiax HowELwL
Spencer Harding, Director of the Factory ROBERT SPEAIGHT
James Firbank, Education Officer E.;".MAI{TIN»BRGWSIE
William Jennings, Departmental Manager DoNALD MORLEY
Maria, the Director’s Secretary GenttHA HALSEY
Timothy Garnish, artist ALAN WHEATLEY
Mrs. Tippett, canteen maid . GWEN NELSON
Blake, caretaker NormAN TYRRELL
Gladys, Factory Girl ANGELA BROOKING
The Rector FrRaANk NAPIER

The play produced by E. MARTIN BROWNE

Décor by FRANK NAPIER and BETTINA TIMBERLAKE
Vocal Music recorded by the Con Moro CHoIr
(conductor Arthur Oldham, who also composed the Lullaby)

Aet 1. Scené 1. The Difectorts qfﬁce.:' Scene 2. The Canteen a foﬂ‘rﬁght

later.

Aect II. The Canteen, Christmas Eve: Scene 2. The same, ten minutes
later. Scene 3. The same, January 6th, midday.

THERE WILL BE AN INTERVAL OF FIFTEEN MINUTES BETWEEN THE ACTS
COFFEE IS SERVED AT THE MERCURY BAR

ANNE RIDLER

before her marriage was secretary to Mr. T. S. Eliot. Has written one
previous play, Cain (Nicolson & Watson), and two books of verse, Poems
and The Nine Bright Shiners. These are published by Faber & Faber
Ltd., who will shortly bring out The Shadow Factory




Licensee, The Mercury Theatre C. M. Dukes
Manager for New Mercury Ltd. G. C. HoroBIN

For The Pilgriﬁm Playléi;'s

Manager. ¢ wrnod  oIiIiew : Cyrir CoLLiNG

Stage Manager . ; BETTINA TIMBERLAKE

Assistant Stage Manavers ELIZABETH LATHAM DonNarp MORLEY,
Frank. Tayrnor

Press I{é:;prlt‘aééntat.in_e l_ i L . H. C. G. STEVENS

Publicity Manager pa a e £ e GENITHA H-XLbEY

Scenery built by BrunskiLL & LoveEpay
Costumes made by BETTINA TIMBERLAKE

Furniture by OLp Times Furnismine Co.
Telephones by courtesy of the G.P.O.

BOX OFFICE OPEN 10 AM. to 5 P.M.
PARK 5700

NEW PLAYS BY POETS

The poet needs a stage if he is to write good poetic drama. The
stage needs the poet to lift its action above the merely naturalistic
and its diction above the commonplace. Poetry and drama have
too long been divorced from one another and this season is an attempt
to bring them together again.

Most of the plays are first plays and employ a mixture of verse and
prose. Please support and make known the Poets’ Theatre, that it
may offer may poets the chance of production.

THE MERCURY & PILGRIM PLAYERS
(In association with the Arts Council of Great Britain)

In accordance with the requirements of the London County Council :—

The public may leave at the end of the performance or exhibition by all exit doors,
and such doors must at that time be open.

All gangways, corridors, staircases and external passageways intended for exit
shall be kept entirely free from obstruction whether permanent or temporary.

Persons shall not be permitted to stand or sit in any of the gangways intersecting
the seating, or to sit in any of the other gangways. If standing be permitted in the
gangways at the sides and rear of the seating, sufficient space shall be left for persons
to pass easily to and fro and to have free access to exits.




BEFORE AND
AFTER THE PLAY

With theatres still keeping wartime hours it is often
inconvenient to arrange the evening meal, at times either
before or after the performance. A visit to any of the
following restaurants and cafes will solve the problem
as they provide excellent meals at moderate prices and
all are within two minutes walk of this Theatre

THE ALBION RESTAURANT

top of Kensington Church Street
Dinners and Suppers. Open 6-11.30 p.m.

THE PRIMROSE RESTAURANT
33 Notting Hill Gate

Morning Coffee. Luncheons. Afternoon Teas. Snacks.

Open 10 a.m.-6.30 p.m.

THE NINETY-EIGHT RESTAURANT
Notting Hill Gate

Luncheons. Teas. Dinners.
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The enclosed (which looks exactly like the passport pho-
tographs taken of me 20 years ago, and does not really show my
cadaverousness) is evidence that I have been taking steps. T
had first to fill in a form for the Treasury asking permission
to use Faber % Faber's money, get it signed by Faber, get 1t
stamped by the bank, and get Cook's to submit it to the Exchange
gcontrol. This went through quickly, once orepared; but I have
been hold up for a week simply for the passport office to put
"11,8.A." on my passport - it was there before, but crossed out
during the war - the only country my passport is good for is
France. A simple thing like this takes a long tlme, and T have
been waiting a week for it. when I get my passport, I apply to
the American Consulate for a visa: this ought to take only a mora
ing, or perhaps a day; after that I write to the Department of
overseas Trade to ask them to assign me a passage, thpough Cooks.
My only worry is that there will be delays such that I shall have
to postpone coming to the autumn, as I do not want to be in New
vork during July, whether the publishers are still there or not.

Frank Morley writes that hotel accomodation-is New York is very
scarce, and kindly offers me shelter in a large flat where they
are now living: address, Apartment 40, 131 East 66th Street,

New York 21. There is no telephone, but I should like you to
send me your telephone number, in the hope that T can find some
place from which to make private trunk calls in arrival. I pro-
pose to spend a week or two straight on in New vyork on arrival,
then come .p to Boston, then go back to Wew York, and keep the
latter part of my visit for New England.

1 have not said anything about looking forward to seeing you,

out of a kind of superstitiousness: lest the more I said about
my visit, beyong a bare report of the steps taken towards 1it,

the more likely that some accident would prevent 1t! But if

you are to be in Concord through June, then, when I cable you

on securing a passage, will you secure a room for mé at the
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hotel during, say, the fourth week of my stay, or the fifth

(but T should hope to see you before then!)(I should, in any

case, want to come out to see you on my first visit to cambride).
T do not know how much privacy or anonymity is po~sible in “on-
cord: the ideal, of course, would be to be invited together by som
friend of yours like Dorothy Elsmith, but I suppose that may not
be possible to manage.

I should have written sooner, but T have had to give all my spare
time to writing an article about Ezra Pound for Poetry Chicago -
they cabled for it by May 1ls$, and in the circumstances this has
had to take precedence over anything else, Now it is done, and
was difficult to do. At the same time, we have had to look for

a new housekeeper., VYadame Frenay finds the job too much for her;
though she really has a very easy time, as the charwoman has done
all the heavy work. The charwoman 1is very good indeed, but the
result has been that the rooms have not been as free from dust as
we could wish. The fact is that Madame Frenay should not have
taken the job; 1t obviously attracted her, and if she had been in
normal strength all would have been well; but she had a serious o-
peration last winter, and she should do only very light work. We
have decided on a more humble person, a vorkshire woman with a
daughter of 14, who will be with her at weekends, whose appearance
1s encouraging (the mother T mean) and whose reference is very good.
She comes after Faster, I am really rather relieved to make the
change now; as it is essential, from John's point of view especial-
ly, to have somebody whose health will not fail suddenly. It 1is
a great inconvenience for him, not being able to get a telephone -
perhaps not till late in the year.

I shall try to find the copy of your letter to scripps - but it will
be difficult, with the disorder everything has got in to with so
much moving about. I am sorry T did not return it at once, but T
do not think you asked me to? I am very glad you have had a good
though short holiday in Farmington. =

R
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I have your letter of April 23, which T must keep by me,

as it contains your programme for the summer. T must keep

in mind the periods June 5 to 17 and 1T-to 2% From what T
am told, I ought to hear within a week, whether I shall get a
passage within the tlme set, though T shall not be advised of
my date of departure until three or four days ahead. cook's,
and other people, seem to think there will be no difficulty:
but my arrapgements m st depend, not merely on the date of
departure, but on the speed of the particular vessel that car-
ries me, I am all the more anxious to come now, as I hear
that Henry is again not very well, so I shall aim to run up to
noston for the first weekend after my arrival for a first sur-
vey of the family scene. Oon that occasion, would you prefer
me to come out to Concord, or would you prefer to come in to
RBoston? 1f T find any difficulty in adjusting myself to life
in America, after these years , and with the differences between
America and Europe which will no doubt be so immediately appa-
rent at the present time,. that is all the more reason for see-
ing those T love as soon as possible, to reconcile me to the
rest. But I know that Americans individually are full of good
will and sympathy, and that the Senate does not provide faces
representative of the best of the country, or even of the aver-
age. (I know H,H, Farmer, who 1s one of the most distinguished
of the Congregationalists: he used 10 be a member of the Moot.
At one time he was a professor of theology in Connecticut).

vou do not say where "Bllthe gpirit" (which I have nsver
seen) is to be produced. 1s there any hope of my being able
to see you in 1it, at the beginning of July? It is many many
years since I have seen you 071 the stage.

The domestic situation has been very unsettled. The
vorkshirewoman is shy and reserved and inscrutible. Twenty
four hours after she arrived she declared that she would have
to leave, the job was too much for her. It would seem that
that was the effect of being here over night in the company of







2.

Madame Frenay. The latter had got into such a panic about

her health that she was in a state to infect anybody else. Bu
it gradually appeared that Ellen Cross was not afraid of work:
for whereas Mme. F.'s reason for going was:-that there was too
much work (though all she did was the cooking, the bedmaking
and the marketing - anything else that the char did not do was
not done, and the place was not very clean. But of course
marketing is very tiring nowadays, with the endless queues: yet
that vart of the work would be the same anywhere) Ellen gave as
one reason that there was not enough work for her! S0 we en-
gaged another woman - who, two days before she was due to ar-
rive (having seemed keen to get the place) wired to say she

had taken another post. servants are constantly doing that to
new employers nowadays - it has haopened several times to the
virrlees, Ellen then said "what a wicked woman" and has of-
fered to stay indefinitely, and as she 1s very clean, hard work-
ing and efficient, we hope that she may settle down. (Especial-
ly as John is so much handicapped without a telephone, and T
gather that there will be no more telephones in Cheyne wWalk un-
tll they have dug up the street and laid new conduits). What
we think she may have got into her queer head is that Madame
Frenay was a "lady", and that that was what we really wanted.
Ellen would 1like entertaining, but is shy of appearing in the
drawing room. I should 1like to feel that no change would have
to be made while I am away. Fortunately John has friends in
the neighbourhood, who will telephone for him, or wheel him
round to their houses to telephone,

I shall hope to inspect not only your present lodgings, but
your habitation for next winter. It seems to offer certain
advantages; T am sorry about the view, but I am glad you are to
be nearer to the school, for midwinter weather.

T have just finished at article on lMaynard Keynes for the New
English Weekly, and my last chore thls season will be to try

to write something about Charles Williams. The death of dis-
tingulshed friends 1s an inconvenience. This last year I have
had valéry, Keynes and williams to write about; to say nothing
of the bother about Pound - T have gsent off an article about his
work to "pPoetry" (Chicago) which should appear in June.

T hope it will not be long before can send you a cable.

-~ f'\
(WW‘&- .







Henry might like to see these enclosures.
T did not see the productlion of "The Family reunion"

at Birmingham: it seems 1o have been surprisingly suc-

cessful, produced by Hal Latham. the Director of the

National Theatre of Madrid wants 1O add to his repertory:
"plithe gSpirit", "Dangerous corner" (Priestley) and "Mur-
der in the Cathedral". A curious mixture: he geems €-
qually enthusiastic about all of them. T have not heard
further from Dukes about the production of "yurder" in

Germany.







a.C.Faber,Chairman CW.Stewart R.H.I.de laMare F.V. Morley & Morley Kennerley(u.s.A) T.S.Eliot W.].Crawley

"FABER AND FABER LTD PUBLISHERS

FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON C 1
,—%/o

MUSeum 9543 (4/ines) 24 Russell Square London
"él s 16 way 1946. g4« PM _

I hope - but no more than hope - that this is the
last letter I shall write to you from here: as I have com-
pleted all the fo¥malities (except being sure that my
lawyers hold a pow:r of attorney, which I shall do tomorrow,
and paying enough money into our Joint household account
to fulfil all my obligations in my absence), get my letter
of eredit tomorrow, and then walt for a passage at three
or four days notice, So T hope to see you early in June,
As T have said, T shall cable you when T know the date of
sailling.

19 may. I now an told that I am to saill on the 24th to
vYontreal, and by a ship which sounds small and uncomfort-
able: the Manchester Trader, or some such name, But I do
not yet know from what port, presumably from Liverpool or
perhaps Glasgow, which will very likely mean leaving Lon-
don the night before, Anyway, I shall have my hands full
between now and Thursday night. T have assured myself of
the power of attorney, and shall pay the money in tonight.
I ought to be in New York by the lst or the 2nd, unless it
1s a very slow boat indeed. I told you that the address
is ¢/o F.V. Morley, Apt. 46¢ 131 mast 66th street, New vork
21s

"~

/{4:') iy fz Lo 2__,—;,‘, Lrs
AapoS 3 we s,
prAer
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Letter 2l. e 13 August 1945.

T have not heard from you for over a fortnight, and
suppose that you have been flitting about: the forecast of
your summer arrangements which you gave me was Very meagre,
so I suppose your movements have not been arranged very far
ahead. ffeanwhile, the news about Japan is such as to lead
to the hope that it may be possible, if financial restric-
tions are relaxed, to cross the Atlantic a year hence. The
question of our flat is still in suspense: I am hoping this
week to have the builder's estimate, and to make the appli-
cation to the Board of VWorks. The landlord has been making
difficulties over the alteration of plumbing, but the buillder
hopes that if we can produce a licence to do the work, he may
be more amenable. I ha € had another tooth out, which was
certainly poimoning me, and alternatély, as 1is usual, feel
much better and rather worse, according to the movements of
the liberated poison. T am clearing up at Shamley, taking
a 1little more up to London Bvery week, and trying to make
arrangements for the moving up of two box-loads of books,
which constitute the greatest problem. Herafter, + shall
be at Shamley only from Friday to Monday, until the middle
of September when I go to Lee for a fortnight: so Russell
sgquare 1s now my only address. If I get the flat, 1t might
be ready for occupation before Christmas; if not, I shall
stop at 14 Elvaston Place until another flat 1s found.

Last week T conducted the valéry memorial meeting: a bril-
liant speech by Denis Saurat, and Day Lewis read his trans-
lation (good, but hardly inspired) of Le cimétidre marin.

The International Arts Guild, which held the meeting, 1is a
strange affair of which the leading spilrit 1s a small Rou-
manian, who gave us supperf¢ afterwards at Schmidt's: a very
miscellaneous party of ten, none of whose names I caught.

The week before I went with Mary Hutchinson and Pierre Ley-
ris and his wife to an admira le performance of "the Duchess
of malfi": that is to say, very well produced and directed,
cielgud as usual very good but just disappointing, and Peggy
Asheroft much better as the Duchess than I should have thought
her capable of (she is MaryH.88 daughter 1in law). Very de-
pressed by the thought of the atomic bomb.
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Concerned by Gerald Graham's private affairs; trying vain-
ly to find out where Ezra Pound is and whether he can have
help in finding defending counsel and whether evidence from
England will be taken - gradually going through my corres-
pondence with him, but finding nothing of the slightest
bearing on his case. Doing no writing, but when the flat B
settled, on e way or the other, T must try to work out a rou-
tine between Russell Square and Elvaston Place. And not a
word yet from Paris about Mgurtre or from Zurich about Fa-
milienfeier, I am hopling that they will retain the wikado,
as otherwlse Japan will be chaos, and we have enough of that
to cope with in Europe. What I am anxious about in the Labou
Party 1is Wr. Laski and all he represents: for the immediate

" future, I am not sure that Bevin and Truman are not perhaps
better for the situation than Churchill (Eden) and Roosevelt
would have been,

I
When I don t hear from you, I seem to have had no per-
sonal thoughts; experiences or feelings of any interest to

talk about.

/3 e é&rtyéﬁgés
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21 August 1946.
Beloved my Female,

1 am trying out this smell typewriter zggin to see whe-
ther it is in good enough order to take downto S8hemley on
Fridey: if it is, then I shell be able to write letters and
not just brief scrawls. 1 shall be glad of a week in the
country, es & respite after the fatigue of getting used to
the old routine, which is felt after the arduous, but cer-
tainly not routine, life of these two months. I shall ask
John to forwerd sny letters that come up to the last few days,
in the hope thet L shall not be a whole week and more without
e word from you: the truth is that L am insatieble, and two
deys efter a letter begin to feel as if I had not bms#d from
you for weeks: so I ho,e you will prectise yourself wheat you
gsk of me, and write very brief notes often, rather then long
letters rarely. 1et on theother hend 1 do want your news too,
not only your heelth, but to undcrstend as muchof your deily
life as is possible at such a distance. Eut what I most need,
day by dey, is the constant reassurance of your love, which
always seems such an incredible gift that I sometimes tend to
fear that I have merely dreemt it, end now I crave alweys more
and more of your spiritusl gifts to me. So remember that
every word will me¥me better able to bear the grief of sepa-
ration from you.

1 do not know whether I couldbear possessing the pink por-
trait. It gave me such a sherp ecstasy of pein to look at

it even when you were near - what would it be if it meant that
I should not see you again in this life? And yet 1 should
went it to be with me and nowhere else. And to whom should

I leave it? except to Henry s collection at Eliot House - thet
is where I should like it t6 find its last restingplace.

If I keep on writing es 1 do, you will perhaps begin to
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complein that 1 never tell you my news - or even that I am
suppresing it} Still, 1 think youcen bezr it for & while;
end 1 do not like to jut enyof my humdrum news into a2 let-
ter of this kind. I might observe, however, that 1 em think-
ing of heving the hernia operetion in October or November:

my doctor seys it only meens two weeks in a nursing home; and
now, for the first time, I have & kind of home £mx of my own
in which I can idle if necessary for & week efterwerds, and
be looked after. My hernis is very slight: I head it as:a
child, but from the time Iwent to Milton until I was exemined
for the Americen army I wes sup,osed to be cured (end in the
years when you first knew me I took & great deal of violent
exercise end was very musculer, not the skeleton I am now)_

I could get on quite well &s 1 am; but during the fly-bomb
period I elways sleit in my truss, for feazr of being blasted
and being unable to find it, end therefore not able to maeke
any violent exertion: and thet was uncomfortable: and if I
live long enough 1 may see more wars &nd disesters, or end in
e concentration camp, and it is &s well to be prepared. So
there mey be & fortnight then during which 1 shell beunable
to write, but I shall give you due werning when the time
comes., My doctor is on holidey duringSeptember, and wi..
take me to the s. ecie_is¢ 1ur examination on his return.

This machine is not so bad: it looks as if I should be
eble to write next week. But I hope, faintly, for another
air-letter from you before Friday.

Lﬁﬁ*ﬂ K Fls Ornrt él‘f?/prc{eM,e:“'"
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On returning from shamley I was overjoyed to find your
three air-letters (18, 25 and 22 August: T read them in
order, of course) walting for me. I should have been
very uneasy to find nothing. I am very glad that you
should write me frequent short letters, from Grand Ma-
nan, for the important thing is that you should make the
most of your brief holiday: I had rather this, and that
you postponed any lengthy replies (you need never repgply
except to a direct question!) until the vacation is over,
and T do not want you ever to feel that everything I say
in a letter needs more than an acknowledgement. (I won-
der whether I detected a suggestion in your first letter
that T had been talking too much about myself! Of course
I want to know what you are thinking and feeling - always:
but all T have wanted from you fromGrand Manan was con-
stant reassurances - such as you are giving - but I always
want more - and I am naturally very sceptjcal (that is why
I had to be a Cchristian, because T couldn t believe 1in any-
thing else) and besides T have never, so far as I know,
been loved by any woman.) T am glad to have a good report
of Grand Manan and what it has done for you; I am amused
to hear about Mary Foss - I should l1ike to see the photo-
graphs she showed, and hope there is one of Mrs.Williams
bathing in my hat - of course she is plebelan and one must
be prepared for indiscretions. T Iike to think of you
basking in the sun, and not thinking much, and I hope not

unhappy .

As for the possible engagements in America next year,
remember: I probably should not be able to come for more
than two months again; T therefore should not want any more
lecture engagements than I needed to pay my expenses; I
should not want to go very far from New England. The point
is, the mimimum of time spent in work, and the maximum with
you and of course with fdenry.

T cannot help enclosing a letter from Mrs. Bliss, the
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Editor of the (hristisn wewg-Tetter, accepting my resigna-
tion. I also had lunch with Oldham to-day, and he was
equally charming and reasonable. Of course I haven't real-
ly been much more than of negative use - I have stopped

them from publishing some things which would not have done
the periodical any credit, But I am so thankful to be able
to retire now on the quite genuine ground of lack of time:
for I had been fearful of having to retire sooner or later
on some matter of policy.

For the first week after my return I was still in a state
of exaltation; during the following weeks I went through an
agony of missing you; within the last few days I have gained
some stability, I think, I remind myself that this has been
a beginning, not an end - the beginning, I believe, of learn=
ing to know and understand you better and better - for under-
standing of another person (as, indeed, of oneself!) is an
endless process - so that what matters is progress, I know
that there 1s always a greater depth for love to penetrate,
and a further distance for understanding to g£0. No man has
seen God at any time, and no one has attained to the absolute
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To-day is Wednesday, and T have had no letter from you
yet this week: if there should be one tomorrow T should write
again in the evening; but alas in a weak moment I promised to
g0 to Hythe for the weekend to join Hope and the Field Marshal:
the latter especlially as she 1is Jjust about to leave for dentone
where she has taken a house (she has just been staying with Lucy
Cohen, that admirable woman, and says that Lucy has two kinds of
toilet paper in the lavatories and asks her guests to use the
cheaper kind). The Field Marshal will be a loss to England:
she hopes to establish residence in France, to avoid the income
tax, but I don't think she will, as one has to remain abroad
consistently for eighteen months to do so, and she could not
stay so long in one place as that. I have started working at
home in the mornings and think I shall be much better for it.
Mgrtin has replied very sweetly to my long letter of explana-
tion, and says he agrees that I should not devote so much time
merely to revising the Family Reundon, and he intends to put
it on at the Mercury anyway after he has given a run to a play
called Tangent. T have done my eulogy of Charles Williams,
and shall send it to you, as soon as T am writing to 6 Hubbard
gtreet, to read and pass on to Henry. Now I am ready to po-
lish off cul ture. cduriously enough, I find that T am much less
fatigued, after a day in which I have spent .the morning at home
doing my private writing, than after a whole day at the office..
There have been minor ennuis: after the subsidence of the row
between Stephen Spender and Roy campbell (which ended in ste-
phen's presenting me with a plastic cligarette case and some com=
plimentary verses, to which I had to reply in kind), a row be-
tween Stephen and A.l..Rowse; a letter of bitter complaint from
ngden saying that a book I sponsored has maligned Basic English;
a letter of complaint from an economist who says that a blurb
I wrote gives the impression that the London school of Economics
and H.J. Laskil are the same thing, and so on. And our Sales
Manager is very 1ill; Sybil colefax is in-a hospltal with, as
her secretary told Viss Melton "a broken head", and T have still
to visit Tereshchenko in his Wandsworth hospltal and Mks. Webster
in her Rattersea Poorhouse.
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There, my dear, is a sample of wh I callichat: I hope to
make that side of my correspondence lighter and crazier than
the kind of dreary documentary diary which I have a recollec-
tion of sending you too often, But if I had you with me all
the time I should no doubt babble a good deal, so why not in
type? But what I wanted tonight was to see an envelope for
me with the handwriting of my Emily, and I am rather scat-
terbrained without it. T had hardly begun to get used to
the strange feeling that being with you was different from
before (and the reasons for this go much deeper than I can
plumb) than T have had to accustom myself to the fact that
being without jyeu is different from what it was before. It
seems to mé that what T am in love with is now much more you
and less merely my idea of you, that"I ask nothing of you ex-
cept what you are; and that the real I  belongs more complete-
ly to you than ever before. Also, that you are really all
the time with me. And you know I suppose by now that I am
both submissive and overbearing, both humble and arrogant?

Ve FoEg
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1 should quite enjoy havinge row with you, though I
should prefer it to be on & subject on whichl was intnhe wrong
(this is my small typewriter, which constently misses the
spacing) so that I could eet humble pie afterwards, which 1
certainly csnnot on this occasion - except for one thing, that
it mekes me miss you and long for you more acutely then ever.
To be loving in = letter is some solace for absence (quand
vous n'etes pes avec moi, mon seul divertissement est de vous
ecrire - Mme de Sevigne to her daughter) but to be esnnoyed with
the beloveg by letter is to realise the emptiness of absence
more acutely than ever. I wonder how the first dey of Concord
has gone, and how the correct but (sccording to my fleeting
impression) fundamentally uncertdin of herself Miss Tucker
he s behaved. Also, 1 await news of the lodger: who I hope
will prove 2ll1 that alodger should be. 1 amglad that I know
the house, though I am not sure which is your bedroom, or your
privete sittingroom, or whether you share with the lodger thet
2 throom which has severel doors to it; and I should like to
know whether you have to sit with the lodger, and talk to her,
inthe evenings, and geme rally how evenings in Concord are sipent.
I should not like to live in Concord: the contrast between the
dignified pest, snd the rather suburben present is too sherp.
I have written to Aunt Edith, to thank her for the five pound
note for Books Acopscs the Sea snd the letter which Uncle John
wrote forher. Thenk youfor writing to Theresa: 1 hope that
she will be eble to thaw a2 little of the frost with which Hen-
ry surrounds her (incidentally, she has been more worried &a-
bout him lately, but it might be better if instead of so much
worrying (not that there is not enough excuse for it) she were
to smeck him now and egein). This is my first letter to
greet you in Concord, and I hope to be intime to see you at
Hubbard otreet before theend of the summer term.
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T returned from church this morning to have the de-
lightful surprise of finding your Birthday Greetlngs on my
table, and reading them before breakfast. That 1s still
better than a cable, to have a letter on the day 1tself, S0
the card, with its very vermont scene (except that there 1is
more activity in the farmyard than I notliced in vermont my-
gelf) comes from '"The sShop"; and your touching poem was com=
posed ‘at The Anchorage. I shall probably get a birthday
card from sister Margaret in a month's time: no other mem-
bers of the family ever notice my birthday - T used to get
a message always from Fr. Cheetham, but he is on holiday in
Ireland - so my only other remembra#ce comes from the Mirr-
lees.

I have also two letters from you to answer. First,
that of the 19th, which, being about business; was addressed
to Russell Square. I am very appreciative of your efforts
on my behalf - which suggest an amusing comparison between
myself and the unlucky King of Sweden

nompelled a needy supplicant to wait
while ladies intercede, and slaves debate :

though the comparison of president Havens to a slave hardly
bears examination. T think Toronto is too far afield, and
any engagement in Canada would have to be arranged either be-
for T entered the U,S,A. or after I had said good-bye, which
wouldbe a complication: the complications of leaving the U.S.
and getting permission- to re-enter would be too much. AS

for Harvard, T have spoken to Tvor -Richards, who says that T
should do a lecture and a poetry reading there. T want to
do poetry readings rather than lectures: for one thing, they
require little preparation; for another, 1 have more convic-
tion in their value to the audience - any lecture of mine
worth listening to, would be more profitably read 1in print
than heard. I shall have certainly one lsescture: the grit-
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ish Academy Lecture which I am to liver in March, on Mil-
ton. T mav also be able to refurbish my Paris lecture of
1945 - but it would have to be a good deal altered, becsuse
unluckily it has already appeared in pikint. I shan't have
time to prepare a variety of lectures, because I expect: du-
ring the beginning of 1947 to be polishing off my Essay on
Johnden's Lives of the Poets: but I could probably make one
lecture out of selections from that. The other polnts are:
I want to make Boston, not New York, my centre. I want to
crowd my speaking engagements into the month of May, so as
to be free to devote myself to personal relations during
June. And let me put the figure that I want to reach at
say a thousand dollars - probably that the utmost that my
exertions and my reputation will come to. Anyway, I don't
want more money than my expenses in America will come togs
it isn't worth while with the income dax formalities.

I think poor Mr. #avens ought to be reassured about the
honorary degree! though it 1is not quite my proeince to do
S0. I am not anxious for more honorary degrees. It would
mean a day wasted, at least, which I could spend more pleas-
antly; there 1is alv ays the fear lest T may have to make a
little speech at some lunch or dinner afterwards; and the
ceremonies are very boring; and at that time of year;, I Know
from experience that having to wear a heavy gown on a hot
afternoon is very trying.

I don't suppose Concord Academy pays for graduation ad-
dresses. mnglish schools don't; Milton doesn't; and' I
should not like to take money for that sort of thing. I
should do this simply because you wanted me to.

I can arrange about Harvard, and I will write as you
suggest to Wwillard Therp and Mr. “avens. It would pro-
bably be easy to get something in New York (I shall ask
Frank what he advises); VLlluSley nouli probably be glad to
pay for a reading, and perhaps other small colleges in
NYew England.,

No, there is only one honomary degree I covet, that is

-2 -
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a nNoctorate of the Tmiversity of Coimbra, which has the most
magnificent doctor's gown in the world, only I shouldnt be
able to afford to buy one. fhe University of Paris would
be pleasant, if it wasn't that the French expect one to make
a very elaborate speech in French: it's almost as great an
ordeal as being admitted to the Academy. The only other
things I want (except of a more personal kind) are to be
warden of the cing Ports and a member of the Kildare sStreet
club in Dubklin.

T have now remembered the name of the man who translated
the Trojan Women: it is either Kitchen- or Kinchen-gmith. I
think woira gwynn knows him. T shall now try to get in
touch with him again.

T'11 consider flying - but preferably west, and back by
boat. =

T want to know more about your daily routine, cooking
and housekeeping, whether you have to sit and talk to the
lodger in the evening, and whether you find her at all con-
genlal, just tolerable, or intolerable,

I am obliged also to say something in response to your
letter of the 18th, which is your reply to mine of the 1l4th.
T mad deliberately put the matter as lmpersonally as possi-
ble - because only in that way could T hope to show-you how
and why it concerned me to pursue the discussilon. T ‘think
it is you, my dear, who re-introduce the personal.tone, when
you say you see no distinction between what I believe and
what my Church belileves. Let me put it this way. suppose
that I belong to a Club, and a friend of mine declined to
become a member, but neverless insisted on coming in and
taking meals there, I should not say to hims "I dislike
and disapprove of this'"; I should say"this 1ls contrary to
the rules of my Club; if people generally insisted on be-
having in this way, it would cease to be a “lub at all, it
would be ordinary restaurant. It is my duty,; if you
persist, report4as the matter to the Secretary of the
Alub and informimege the Hall Porter", This is a very low

TRy S
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sort of andlogy, yet it can throw gomé light,. Tecause T know
you wouldn't use a Women's Club to which you did not belong.

At the other -extreme, I doubt whether you would think of com-
municating in a Roman Catholic Church, though you could get
away with it Just as easily, 1if you were unknown to the priest.
Now, all that T have asked you to do is this: to tell the vicar
of any Episcopalian church, before you think of going up tb

the altar to receive communion there, that you are a Unitarian
and have no-intention of becoming anything else, Then, 1if

he accepts you, it is not for me to object; only, you would
have to do the same at any new church you attended, because

you cannot know what the views.of -any particular incumbeht

will be. You may remember that, after making some difficulty,
you finally agreed to speak to Vr, Mciaughlin in Cgmden. Mc-
Laughlin was a man rather lax in his views, but you told me that
his reply was that he did not aobject, but that if you made

a regular practice of it, he would not be satisfied unless you
signified your intention of becoming a member of the Church,
What I think of the soundness of this distinction does not mat-
ter.

some years ago, I put the general question to a Bishop, who
told me that it was my duty to put the facte before the vicar,
whenever I had knowledge of somebody communicating who was not
a member of the Church, and that there my responsibility res-
ted. On that occasion, I thought it more considerate to speak
to you, and say nothing to the vicar unless you refused to speak
to him yourself.

If you do not take this precaution in every case, then you
are receiving the sacrament under false pretences, I hope you
will see now that this is not a personal matter, but that I
am trying to fulfil a very disagreeable duty, and therefore
must have a straight answer, Yes or No, to my request.

I should like to end on another note, but I have found the
writing of the above rather exhausting. T shall write agailn
afi the weekend, and I shall not allude to this matter agailn
until you have had ample time to reply. I shall probably be
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unable to write next week until thé end of the week, as I

go from Monday to Driday to cxf ord, for a meetine of the
Archbishop's committee on Cathol ic -Protestant relations
I shall be the guest of Canon Mortimer at Chirést ”hurcq.
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vour letter of the 24th came this afternoon: I was
distressed to hear of the loss of your friend Mrs. Little.
I regret much that I never met hers: what you tell me now
amplifies what you have sald before, from time to time,
and makes it clear that you have lost a friend whom no
one can replace. (Tt seems curious’ that the Brownes shoud
have met, and can remember, one so important in your 1life
whom T have never known). vou do not say, nor do I remem-
ber, how long you had known her, or for how long she had been
such an intimate of yours. I am sure that you will constant-
ly miss her, especially 1in your relations with the Perkins's;
it must have come acutely home to you after the experience
at lunch there, a few days before, which you mention in this
letter, (well, one can hardly expect real understanding
from one's nearest relatives: buft I wish you had someone near
to you in blood, with whom you could at least feel the re-
pose of warm affection that I can get with Henry and “arion.
T can't talk to them intimately, and with Henry certainly
there are always reasons why I find being with him, after a
time, a strain: but I always feel that I am prized, and that
the affection I can give them means a great deal to them).
And it is hard to reconcile oneself to the Tact that one can-
not give eyes to the blind - least of all to the mentally or
gpiritually blind, for at least, with physical blindness,
one can do a great deal to replace the lack of sight - and
the physically blind know what it 1s that they lacke.

vour other piece of news, about the lodger, is more
cheering. T do hope that she will wear wll, as she has be-
gun well; and T like to think that you expect to take more
evening meals at home than you had anticipated. I also
1like tothink of you engaging in cooking. Now I shall, in
due course, want to be reassured that your work in Concord,
and in running a house, and going in to lecture in Boston,
are not in combination going to be too much.

Theresa's letter is not very forthcoming, certainly:
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I am sure not deliberately or conscibusly reserved. Per-
haps, if I could ever have discussed my own affairs more
freely with Henry, and got through his reserve, it would

have been easier for Theresa; but I do think that she has
been somewhat numbed by living with Henry, and I think that

a great deal of the time he must be very depressing for

her., I am still worried by her remarking to me, one day in
July, that Henry was fonder of Marion than of her; and also
by her feeling that Henry mustn't see her talking too much
with me, out of his hearing. They are devoted to each other
in their way, and yet it is not a perfectly happy atmosphere.
I think he has brooded too much on his "failure" in life,
which seems much more of a faillure to him than to others; and
I am always constrained by the feeling (which Theresa has too)
that he contrasts his own "failure" with my "success" (though
he doesn't know at what price that "success" has been paid
for): but I am the last person to have the right to censure
him on this ground. Well, you have made your approach, my
dear, and you can do no more at present. Perhaps, with my
next visit, and their gradually zetting to know me better
through frequentation, thinges may alter,

FCone R Qo

«
3

A magnificent birthday cake arrived from Meg (who is
re joicing in her approaching two weeks holiday in Cornwall)
and a bolling chicken from Polly Tandy; and at the same time
a case of provisions arrived from an unknown lady in Austra-
lla, so we are set up for the moment., I shall be glad when
this theological conference is over: but the contribution
they expect from me § a paper which may be incorporated into
their report to the Archbishop) is directly in line with one
of the chapters in my book (I have written the introduction
and the first four chapters, and there remain but two chap-
ers to add) and the discussion, or some of it, may be help-
& ful to my own work, Besldes, it 1s an aspect of the problem
« 9 in which my own thinking is, T believe, rather pioneer,
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