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TRIUMPHAL MARCH

Stone, bronze, stone, steel, stone, oakleaves, horses’ heels

Over the paving.

’ “ 5 /
And the flags. And the trumpets. And so many eagles.

How many? Count them. And such a press of people.
We hardly knew ourselves that day, or knew the City.
This is the way to the temple, and we so many crowding
the way.
So many waiting, how many waiting? what did it matter,
on such a day?
Avre they coming? No, not yet. You can see some eagles.
And hear the trumpets.
Here they come. Is he coming?
The natural wakeful life of our Ego is a perceiving.
We can wait with our stools and our sausages.
What comes first? Can you see? Tell us. It is
5,800,000 rifles and carbines,
102,000 machine guns,
98,000 trench mortars,
53,000 field and heavy guns,
| cannot tell how many projectiles, mines and fuses,
13,000 aeroplanes,
24,000 seroplane engines,

50,000 ammunition waggons,
now 55,000 army waggons,
11,000 field kitchens,
1,150 field bakeries,
What a time that took. Will it be he now? No,
Those are the golf club Captains, these the Scouts,
And now the uoomm_wmm gymnastique de Poissy
And now come the Mayor and the Liverymen. Look
There he is now, look:
There is no interrogation in those eyes
Or in the hands, quiet over the horse’s neck,
And the eyes watchful, waiting, perceiving, indifferent.
O hidden under the dove’s wing, hidden in the turtle’s
breast,
Under the palmtree at noon, under the running water
At the still point of the turning world. O hidden.

Now they go up to the temple. Then the sacrifice.

Now come the virgins bearing urns, urns containing

Dust

Dust

Dust of dust, and now

Stone, bronze, stone, steel, stone, oakleaves, horses’ heels

QOver the paving.
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Kansas City,Mo.,
July 8,1931,

T.S.Eliot,
¢/o Faber & Faber,Ltd.,
London,Eng.

Dear Mr Eliot-

For several years I have been reading
your verse and enjoying it more and more, Aside from
the long poem "The Love Song of J.Alfred Prufrock",
my favorite is your "Prelude", I like to reread it
oftenjit is just such a description of a winter even-
ing that I would give anything to be able to put on
paper as you have,

Inasmich as I enjoy this verse so much
and if it 1s not imposing upon you I would greatly
appreclate your writing i1t out for me that I might
frame 1t and hang it up over my desk, It would cer=-
tainly give me a whole lot of Bnjoyment |

Assuring you of my gratitude for this

favor,I am

Yours sincerely,

\ 7 i | / ;
‘,453 e i, Yo L( &L

John L, Naylon,

P.0.Box 1121,
Kansas City,Mo.
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