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Letter 105. Shamley,

"
W&% 5

I am horrified to think how long it is since I have written.
I wrote after my visit to the Richmonds: then the following weekend
wag spent in Oxford, and 1 returned rather exhausted to do my small
preparations for Christmas and write my letters with the usual small
cash gifts. (The Roberts child seems to have been delighted by the
eclockwork train + sent him - he 1s the little boy with a passion for
trains who particularly admires Skimbleshanks; Janet says by the way
that her slister who went to “ew York with her children (not the one
who lives in St.lLouis, but one who went over in 1940) has died there,
some of the people who sent children to America or went with them
have had unexpected problems in consequence: T never did approve of
that emigration). 1 also wrote te Mrs.Seaverns (to give myself a
good mark; te Janes's sister in law, who was evacuated from Chelsea
to a hospital in the wmidlands and will no doubt die there alone, and
various others. Before golng to oxford I had to attend a performance
of a Christmas Play (a combination of the York and wakefield) at Mary
Trevelyan's Student House in gower Street: it was very touching, as
the performers were sudents of mixed nationality: Germans, Czechs,
Poles, Hindus and negros - the best, and very good he was, was the he-
gro who did Herod - how he rolled his eyes and flashed his teeth. So
that I got to Oxford after dark, missed my way to Norham Gardens in
the darkness, and arrived at the end of dinner. But the housge was
comfortable and well heated, though the conference was tiring. T
was triumphant in getting through all these ardours without catching
cold: but got the cold immediately after Christmas, which is the rea-
gson for this long silence. while no doubt T was more susceptible from
fatigue, the cause T am sure was infection, ag I had no chill: Mrs.
FPleo Jones, sister of the housekeeper Wiss James, who looks after my
room, had a bad cold, and she indeed is still in bed, perhaps with in-
fluenza. My own cold was not & severe one, but kept me in bed with
a sllight temperature: it did not get very low in the chest. I am to
g0 out this morning for the first times if I had not got 111 I should
hav e been in Oxford tonight, and I am rather glad to be spared that.
T-go up to town for one night only, by the doctor's permission: to at-
tend my book committee and talk about religious education to a group of
L.ondon clergy assembled by Demant after lunch on Thursday. I1f I suf-
fer ne 111 effects from this short visit I go up again, -on Monday next
week, as I have promised to spend that night with the Desmond Mac Car-
thys in Mampton - they live in carrick's Villa near where the Tandys
used . to be.

Your letter of the 22nd arrived this morning - I am sorry to think
that if I had written the day after Christmas, when 1 meant to, you
might have that in a day or two. This and your last letter are the
only two T have had from anybody since the American War began. What I
am afraid of for you and for my family is & sharp rise in prices: 1in
Britain they have been kept down fairly well, especially in foodstuffs,
and with the rationing, the conversion of industry and the limitation
of imports etc. there are not so many ways of spending money. (When
one has to take anybody to a restaurant and offer wine one's purse no-
tices it: T entertained the Subercazeaux (the charWing Chileans) Just







before Christmas - they were extremely tactful and refused the more
expensive food and drink, and have presented me with a lot of cigarettes
and three boxes of Chilean matches for christmag! T also received a
box of cigars (good clgars are of course a rarity toeo), a blotter. a pot
of honey, a honeycomb, and three tles: but 1 fear that there is only

one lady who can choose ties, for of these one was green (a colour I
dislike for myself) one yellow (impractical and only possible with a
tropical light suit) one red with white dots (ugly)s And AT LAST I

am able to Eive you the size of my foot: T was always remembering about
it and forgetting just when there was an inchtape handy, and then af-
ter I did measure remembered it always expeept when writin$ to you:

i1t is not quite deserving of the name foot, because it 18 115 inches.

T am still wearing, by the way, two pairs which Wargot Clement made me
in 1933, and three pairs which christina Vorley made me in 1934 and 35:
much darmed now of course; but handmade ones do wear wonderfully compared
to bought ones, and are also more comfortable. But, as I started to
say, the keeping down of prices is probably a much bigger problem in a
country 1like America; and the regulation is no doubt more difficult
there because war does not come home to the imagination of the mass of
people so quickly in so large a country so remote from the actual

gcenes of war, as in a country which might be invaded at any moment, and
in which everyone has had experience of air railds. g0 I am afraid that
people with modest incomes willl feel the pinch, professional and acade-
mic folk and those with small private incomes. We have been distressed
by the magnitude of the American logses on men in the Pacifie. I hope
that the appointment of Wavell is well received: you know I met him

once and was very favourably impressed by him at the time, - though I had
no idea (in 1937) how important he was to become. (T also had a gift
of some very superior American toilet paper from John Hayward).

your last letter before Christmas gave me great pleasure. There
are so many peovle whom one enjoys very much seeing a little of, a few
whom one enjoys very much seeing a good deal of, but it is only one
person whom one could bear to be with all the time. (That is wh¥, when
one is not living alone, it is better teo move about regularly as do)-
Not that frimtion would be out of the question: but 1t 1is one thing to
be annoyed with someone sometimes about particular matters, and another
thing altogether just to feel, without any cause for irritation what-
ever, that you. just cannot béear that personallity any longer - which 1s
what I feel with everybody I know after a time, and I don't except my
relatives.

I have missed New Year's Day and Epiphany for the second time: I
got to church of course on Christmas morning (it is difficult to see a
church so crowded on that day without being vexed by the thought of so
many people who are there and could come at other times and doen t):
the little village early communion all the more impressive by taking
place in complete darkness except for the altar candles. There 18
twilight, but not dawn, on the way back. T hope you will be able to
give a good report of yourself on your return, and not be overtired.
The first effect of war is to make one want to undertake too much, and
ignore the need for rest and recreation: but remember that this may
go on for a long time, and you will need rest and care more than ever -
and your regular work is more important in the long run than outside
acetivities. : -
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Letter 106.

Q’ga—»vfj

I have not much to report-of myself. I was up for only one
night last week, by the doctor's orders, motoring out to the Dé la
Mares' (he has his car 1ln use about one week out of the month) feor
the night and back in the morning, gave my informal talk to the
group of clergy at st.Edward's House after lunch, and returned for
the weekend to finish a draft of my paper on the meaning of culture
(next - weekend I must begin my lecture for cglasgow). I took no harm
fromgoing up, and hope that T shall now be free from colds for some
time. I go this afternoon to Hampton (from Guildford wvia Surbiton)
to spend one night with the Waec ‘farthys and go on to town tomorrow
morning: T am not particularly keen to make an extra one-night visit,
but one cannot refuse all invitations. Then another two nights with
the pe la Mares: the Fabers are, I believe, back again, but only just
settling in and have &1l their family with them, and I do not like to
add to the hougekeeping difficulties when there are so many. The
De la Mares are alone for the first time, but in such a large house
are not likely to remain so indefinitely. The children become, gradwa
ally, very friendly. Golng there, from time to time has the advantage

)
that I cannot make any evening engagements in town.

No letter from you since 'that of December 22, but I never expect
to hear quite regularly during the vacation. I think I 1like the
fuller face view the best, as looking more like you. I was disappointed
at first not to see a new costume in the picture: but there is something
to be sald for a photograph in a jacket which I recognise and have ;

walked with,
P |
& 8 7 "
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Letter 107. shamley,

E E:. 19 January 1942.

I still have no letter from you to report your Christmas vaca-
tion: which T hoped for. T do hope that you did not get overtired
with family duties, or which many short visits. I had a very kind
letter from uncle John, of Déc.4, which gave me much pleasure; a
letter from Meg Nason (did T mention this?) and yesterday a belated
cake from her - T mean that she promised it ®ut was unable to send
one before - not that it has taken all this time on the way - avery
palatable one. she writes that they have been as busy as ever,
and seems to have her mother still with her - T fear that this 1s
an additional responsibility that she has taken on. The news from
the far east continues to give the chief anxiety. The American
forces in the Philippines appear to have been doing very gallantly.
And to-day I have a Christmas box from Marion, with supplies-which
have given great pleasure to Mrs. M. (whom T have not seen for a
fortnight, as she has been in bed with a cold.

1ast week involved a good deal of travel, as I went up on }Mon-
day afternoon to Hampton. The Gzmrick's villa where the Mac Car-
thys live is a rather fine building, which speaks well for garrick's
profits as an aptor-manager: nice rooms, with Adam and Wedgwood
decorations - T should think about the beginning of the last cen-
tury (I don't know when “Yarrick died). But being converted into

flats means that you have to go through the library to get from your
bedroom to the bathroom, and that sort of thing. On my way up to
Iondon stopped at Harrod's and bought a palr of practical winter
boots with rubber soles and fleece linlings; Very warim, and useful
during the week, as I motored with Dick to and from Much faddam each
night add morning. There played vignt-et-un, a néw game to me,

but won enough to defray most of my expenses at poker. Tomorrow
return to the Fabers', and must be up for four nights: tomorrow T
broadcast to Tndia, on Tennyson and In Memoriam, for the Umbrella
Man; Friday T must speak on "Poetry and Drama'" at a lunch of the
Authors' alub (goodness knows who the Authors are, the Revd. Vincent
Howson, chief actor in The Rock in 1934, got me into thils engagement. )
and on Saturday marning (most annoying time) a meeting of the

gword of the Spirit Council. 1 had forgotten all about the breoad-
cast, and was reminded of it just in time: it meant spending most of
this weekend with Tennyson, and the rest on doing a little more to
my essay on Culture and Religlon. (still my copies of Kipling have
not runed up: the first printing was sold out before I secured them,
and T have to wait till the second impression. - Mo reviews so far,
either, except a long one in the New Statesman, which treated me
quite pleasantly but repeated all the old objections to Kipling
%hich I had attempted to controvert in my introduction). on my
return to sShamley T must get down seriously to the Glasgow lecture.
T have also written, to oblige my young.men (or so I suppose them

to be) of the Partisan Review, a few comments on van Wyck Brooks
whom I remember at Harvard as a very charming person, but who has

igl 1 ] bou i a have
been talking very foolishly and unwisely about literature. T
also been re-reading the works of James Joyce for the purpose of







a small volume eof selections from his prose - rather an interesting
task, A less interesting task 1is to produce a gselection of the
stories of garoyan. IT you have come across the work of that ener-
getic Armenian-Californian, it will amuse you to know that I am the
saroyan expert-in this country: having written the advertisements for
most of his books, and already prepared a half-crown selection - the
new one 1s to be a full size book. How I got this position I don't
know, but probably at the beginning we thought that he was going to
be a differént kind of writer from what he is. After gome years of
absorbing his woerk, I find it extremely boring. I wonder how long
the New York public will go on attending his plays. His peculilar
cembination of humour, pathos and cheek becomes monotonous.

All this is to prove that I am not idle, although perhaps not
very useful. I have also, to oblige Michael Roberts, helped to
Judge a competition for the Belgian magazine published in London -
translation of two poems of Verhaeren into English. The reward for
this was an expensive lunch given us by the Belgians. As I deo
not know any puteh, Norweglan or Polish I hope this will not happen
again, though there is still "1a France Libre".

I am longing for your news. Stick te your job and don't go
enlisting in the wWomen's Auxiliary Forces!
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chaml e
3d%mloy,
26 January

I still have 1 news you since Christmas, but as I
allowed two weeks to ge wher had a cold, T have no right to
complain yet, thoug! mus 1 eel some wn¥1 L. T wish to hear any-
thing you can zciﬁ e of how the wa ffects daily life. A year
ago and more, I was not able to tell j much about the war in Lon-
don, etters migt be delay: by censorship. But I want
to kpow how the war has affected the Lluvu, whether 1t is expected
(with the new taxatlon as we 311 ) to inlHiﬂﬂ enrolment, and any unu-
gsual activities brought about. Tt i8 curious how accustomed one
has become to the changes in London - once the debris 1s cleared up:
though the City, with St.Paul's standing alone in a clear area, is
always an impressive reminder.

I had a long week in town, and a very short weekend here for
the things T had to do. T broadcast agal to india on Tuesday;
addressed the Authors' Club (on Poetic Drama) after a lunch on Fri-
day, and attended a meeting of the Sword of the Spirilt Committee
on Saturday: so I have only done a few office jobs (like the Joyce
selcctions) and outlined my Glasgow lecture, and off I go agaln to-
morrow morning, but this week return on Thursday, to work on Glasgow
for four days, and then teo Oxford for a night. Tomorrow 1 am to
dine with the Martin Brownes, who have been giving theilr lu,
believe, in the néiphbourhood of London. ¥rs. Mirrlees is
kept to her ocd, and T have not seen her: it is very hard for
just’at this time when she is in poor health, to have the new
over Lybia on top of the general anxiety which we all feel abou
far Rast.

T have had nothing from my family either thi
there may have bgen me d 1Y s inq now it 1is a
are American troops 1 N thern Ireland. 1E
you during this coming week T shall cable.

=%
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s last week, 8o
nnounced that there
o not hear from
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Letter 109. ghamley,

Ae,aaﬂr/- candlemas: 2 February 1942.

r

1 was very glad to getl your unnumbered letter of January 1lst,
which arrived at the beginning of the weex. T was discomfited to
learn that my cable arrived wwo days after Christmas, as. I had ;gnt
it off two days before Christmas: but am glad that 1t arrived while
you were gt ¥1l there; The Perkins's perhaps expect something better
in the way of photography than T .do: 1 am contented if 1t has 80IDC
reminder in it, and 1s reasonably far frombeing a caricature. Rut1
they certainly are not your best: but very few photogranns of anybody
sre ever good, except those ‘taken 1in childhood. T was glad to see
that you were writling from New Redford, as that visit always seems to
be relatively restful. Tt must have been strange 10 find the Hink-
leys goling through the same operation 1n which we assisted Viss gun-
derland-laylor!

on Tuesday I had dinner with the Brownes at the Etoile, which you
may or may not remember. They seemed in good health and spirits, and
Henzie produced a number of photographs of the wery Jewish-looking Dboys,
growing up at their school near Philadelphia. I disapproved of child-
ren being sent in that way, egpecially boys of Jjust that age: 1 Saw no
evidence however that the Rrownes had yet come tO regeet the step. But
I wonder whether boys who have spent just those years in America will
ever be fitted to live in England again: the difference in the educa~
tional standards alone will prove a serious handicap if they return.
The “rownes' l1ife is a hard one, but with wartin's physique, tempera-
ment and views is orobably much the best solution of thewartime sltua-
tion for him, and he can feel that he is doing some good and yringing
pleasure tc a good many. They spoke again of course of the difficulty
of renewing thelr repertory - there being so very Tew suitable good
plays; and they hope that T will write one for them.

As last weekend was spent in finishing off my essay on Cul tural
Values, so this was apent on the alasgow lecture on the usiec of Poelry.
T have written it out, and think that with a little polishing, and a
few illustrations to break the monotony it will doe. That puts me
really ahead of my schedule, and I should be able soon to start my
Alassical Associlation address and get it out of the way well Dbefore the
date of the performance. T want, however, to try io write a small
poem or epigram on the Indlan Troops in Africa, for cornelia Sorabji's
Tndian Red Cross Book: she ran into a bus or something, poor goul,
being blind as a bat; and is lying in “haring Cross Hospital with a
fractured thigh.

at you could ee Henry and Theresa, as I
ot bsen very we high blood pressure. 1
1

I was very sorry th
had heard that she had n
worry about them because T do not think that either has Vvery much no-

tion of how to take care of the other: 3 both very sentle and
goodnatured and have not the slight 01 1 over each other.

T g0 tomorrow to oxford for the o.N.I,, meeting, and stay with
the T,ivingstones as usual. (Robert Sencourt, who 1s an excellent
person but somewhat insensitive, and who has been staying near Dy
the Duke of Alba, has forced his company on me for the jburnay as

k L1y e







Reading, where he entrains

1 wonder whether they want _

present situation is a great 2 in pecially with
old and frail, worrying about her sc n Lybia: under

ditions, and indeed in general, it 1 great-relief to have perfectly

sane person like Mrs.Behrens living here My copies of Kipling
at length arrived, and I shall be se ) a copy thi
1 gti1ll think my essay rather good ] T want you '

I have to see Ashley Dukes thils 5
fer for Murder made by an Austrian refugee
film company. He is very plausible, and
telligent ideas about how it should be done:
get Henry Voore the seculptor to do the setting:
last week (in the company of the Kenneth Clarks)
thing' about it. on the whole, my feeling '
filmed at all. Next week T have to recite
to celebrate the appearance of the translation
ceeds of the sale (to Czechs, of course) for the

PR







from T,8.Ellot,
R amley Wood,
Bshamley Green,
ds_uil-iford, gurrey.

BY AIR MAIL

Miss:-"mily Psale,
22 Paradise Road,
™ HTAMPI N
NORTHAMP TON,

Massachusetts,

UNITED




Ag n—mZWn_O

06 °O°d




Shamley,

Letter 110. 9O February 1942,

Aﬁéanraltﬂ-

Your letters of the 12th and 19th January, both numbered
114, arrived simultaneously, and the further news was welcome.
I feel that if you think of agking for leave in order to do
war work you should keep in mind that the war may last for a
considerable time - this, both in relation to the future of
teaching for you, and in congsidering what kind of war work to
take up. Just because it was "war work" it would not necessa-
rily worth your leaving Smith for, or, or suitable to your abi-
lities. To find the right war job - in which one's own talents
and experience would be useful - i1g by no means easy: it takes
time, obstinacy, and knowing one's own mind; things which look
useful at first sight often turn out to be futile; and when you
have got into the wrong Jjob it is not always easy, with the com-
plicated machinery involved, to get out of it. I am glad now
that no winistry wanted me, because I think 1t would be a very
peculiar job in which I could be more useful than in going on
with my ordinary work.

on the other hand, I am unsettled by what you say about your
work, and wondering why the girls are generally less satisfactory
and sympathetic than those you had in California and ¥Milwaukee.
Perhaps you willl explain this more fully, or perhaps it is one
of those Iintangibles which cannot express themselves properly on
paper. Meanwhile, T must warn you again against taking on too
much! with the s, P.C.A. (the poem amused me). The chief use for
female ARP wardens in my area was for the telenhone work from the
posts - lmportant work at that: but the women there were full time
and of ceurse took regular night shifts; in some areas I think
women do patrol work as well. Find out what you would be wanted
to do first, and make sure that it 1s something that you can combine
with your other work: meanwhile it is useful to learn about stirrup
pumps and fires ete. An ordinary ARP course did not and could not
teach very much about First Aid: T think a First Ald course might
be more useful. There have been many surprises, but I should -still
be surprised if Northampton was raided!

I have also thought with concern about the possible rise in
cost of living for yous; and of course that would affect you most
painfully in affeeting your mother, So you were quite right not
to cable to me at Christmas,

I spent my night at Oxford - this time, owing to illness among
the domestic staff, T was put in college - the first time for ages
that T have been geparated from the baths by a quad, as the guest
room at Magdalene has a bathroom besided it; and again escaped with-
out catching cold, as T am really much more robust this winter.

I have finished my paper for clasgow, and have done some verses

for Cornelia Sorabji's Indian Ked Cross Rook! but T shall keep them
for a week to assure myself that they arc good enough. I had'a let-
ter from Henzie, after seeing them, to say that she had had a charm-







ing letter from you; and I F- e sent you off a copy of Kipling and
one of The Little Book of M Jerge rhis weekend I shull s+urt

to think about my Class cal o tic ddre T have written to
T”;_ ;

Vot

the Pounds' boy, who is at scho L 41 '14"”T¢um “OJ
ar) and, after consulting H '
might come over O Shamley
18 rather a solitary boy, and
ground is certainly peculiar.
who 1ived in *taly (and who, I reg
=] !'

that country) I have not the slight
was provided for by his grandmothe
after by the family solicitors.

one of the worst photographs of you I have, unfortunatel]
the one taken with Boerre.
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Letter 111. Shamley,

-

16 February 1942.

Before 1 forgot it, may I ask you to ask pr.Perkins a gquestion:
T am 80 in arrears with correspondence that I have to spare a letter
when T can. A man in cambridge (cambs.) has written to ask me, for
someé book he is writing, a question about Edward Everett. He says
that =.E.Hale in writing about Everett, says that he was "Unitarian
minister in Brattle Street, Boston, for a year before he was 20".
This man says, isn't Brattle street in fambridge? He also asks
where Everett was at school. 1T am sure that Dr. Perkins could answer
both questions out of his head. As there is no church in Brattle
atreet, Cambridge, 1 suppose there 1s a Brattle street in Boston: is
that where the 0ld South Church 1s8?

T have no letter from you this week. T had to be up in town
for three nights last week — wlth Ashley Dukes's rather subdued male
party to celebrate the appearance of his memoirs, which are not, I
must say, very exciting from what T have read in the Theatre Arts
Mggazine, which you probably see; and a small dinner given by Wm.
smpson (speaking of Empson, I have just heard from Theresa that Ivor
Richards has been very ill with a particularly severe appendicitis),
he was not yet out of danger). T am annoyed by having to be up three
nights this week also; becausel shall have to go up again on Sunday
afternoon, to spend the night in town so as to take the early train
for mlasgow. Tomorrow 1 read to the Czechs. T will write a line
on Saturday agalin, because T don't-krnow when T shall be back from
the North; T shall certainly be there for two nights, and perhaps
four. So I shall not be in London at all next week. After that I

ol

shall probably have no more travels until T go to Cambridge in the

middle of April. T am now half way through my cambridge address,
but shant be able to do any more of it for a fortnight.

The news has been very troubling lately, and it ig difficult to
put one's mind on O anything else. 1f the war seems likely to last
for a long time, I must hope that I car get sent to America. on some
business before it is over: though 1 cannot imagine what sort of
business it could be that I could be chosen T dare say that I
don't really like your phofographs much better than ¥re.P. does: but
1T T could see the original as often as she can, I might
eritical of the copy. Even a poor rece photograph 1is

nothing. ~
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Letter 112. Shaitog:
SP February 21,

AFM»"‘ e

Your letter 115 of January 31 ‘arrived this wsek. You seem to
be multiplying your own activities pretty recklessly: the committee
for extra-mural lectures sounds as if it imposed a good deal of rou-
tine work upon you, apart from any speaking you may do yourself; and
I very much hope that they provide you with the secretarial assis-
tance you ought to have.

I have felt rather cheered by the cabinet changes this week,
though feeling the sgtrain, like everyone else, of the situation in tk
Pacific. Apart fromthat area, we seem to+be at an interim moment,
net likely to know for ancther month perhaps what the next focal
point is going to be. I did my reading of East Coker on Tuesday  to
the united English and Czech P,E,N, Clubs, before a gathering of
mixed nationalities, with Bonamy Dobree in the chair. I think T
read it fairly well. After that the Czech VMinister of Education
recited the Czech version, which, being accompanied on thepiano by
the composer of the music, took a good deal longer than mine. Whe-
ther -he read it well T do not know; he certainly put a lot of energy
into it; and T couldnot help thinking.that it would be gratifying if
cabinet ministers of larger natlions took as much interest in litera-
ture as that. He confided to me afterwards that he could have done
better without the music; and the musician explained to me that the
music would have gone off better if the reciter had kept time with
him better: but it was all very satisfactory, with tea afterwards
and a great many earnest foreigners and a number of nativew whom I
had not seen for a long time and did not much want to see. T then
dined alone with Bonamy. (who is now engaged in army educational work
and likes it). I pald a call on ¥r.Bokharl on Wednesday, dined wilth
George Every on Thursday, and attended a lunch of the Literary Socle-
ty on Friday, with the pleasure of learning that Faber had been elec-
tedia member (it had been a little awkward because old Sir Ian Hamil-
ton had told him that he had been elected when he had only been nomi-
nated). I g0 back to town for the night tomorrow (Sunday) afternoon;
in order to make an early start Monday morning for glasgows I only
hope that the weather will be favourable and the train punctual, so
that T may get there in time ‘for dinner, and not, as when I went to
Newcastle, have to go without. My lecture is Tuesday afternoon: T
shall not stay any longer in that part of the world than I can help,
at this time of year - I have gpent gome coupong on new warm under-
wear and another woeolen shirt.

I agree with what you say about the dangers of generalisation
about Education; one of the easy errors igs to expect more of an edu-
cational "gsystem" than it will Dbear, andput upon.it responsibilities
which belong elsewhere - in the<family, the local environment, and
the general values of the society in which it functions. It igs too
mueh to expect a healthy educational system in an unhealthy 'society;
and 1f people made more reasonable demands of education, they would be
more likely to get from it what it can properly give, There have been
some 1interesting articles in Harper's Magazine from time to time.

It :1s certainly not my business to concérn myself with the details of
the school system, and that sort of thing; but rather with the funda-













FOR THE INDIANS WHO DIED IN AFRIGA.

A man's destination 1s his own village,
BEis own fire, and his wife's cooking;
7o 8it in front of his own door at sunset

And see his grandden, and his dog's great-grandson

Playing in the dust together.

gearred but secure, he has many memorilies

(which return at the hour of conversation,

The warm, or the cool hour, according to the climate)
of foreign men, who fought in forelgn places,

Foreign to each other.

A man's destination 1s not his destlny.

Every country is home to one man

And exile to another. Where a man dies bravely
Sent

At one with his destiny, that lend is hls.

.et his village remember.

Ll A

Cflasy g

This was not ‘eur land, nor yours: but a village in the Midlands

And one in the Five Rivers, may have the same graveyard.
Let those who go home tell the same story of you:

gse, action
None the legs fruitful if neither you nor I

Know, until the moment after death,

What 1g the fruit of action.







from T.S.Eliot,

Shamley wWood,

th;nley Green,
NGuildford, surrey.

BY AIR MAIL

Miss Emily Hale,
22 Paradise Road,
NORTHAMPTON,

Massachusettis,
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Letter 113,
Ad}kln"c_-

I found myself
was told in clasgow
Ker: lecture: navlﬂﬁ
the three days in 'th
unless I .did this at G
visit to the North was ve
surprising was that I C‘c,lll’”* t ) ne leep g car compart-
ments are now reserved for Civil ¢ ants hat 1s to say, employees
of ministries and dep ﬁerpnus, elling on offica: business, are
very rightly given priority, 20 b1 you can never be gertain of
getting a sleeper - I travelled botl 1 hi L sp
Sunday night in town, and PFUV@uiﬂH
journey. The journey up was Very
to have caught no chill i
hind time, vonday e
very a”rre ble meoh”;
known that he had beer
fore me - and did emp
lecture, but a professt Look me 3faund
never examined before, es ]
belong “to' the period
old 16th century college
no, great beaguty; but
sides of a qUatrameie :
twelve origlnal professorships
out as the first in the world
i § =Le by Lord Kelvin
took place at twrﬁp:
provided preoved: too sm

a 8'353.-.,4.‘15-' of 5005 it was full
war time - attentive and
(You shall have a copy when
gelect teaparty, and subs: Y
fessors. The following day,
Blake ‘and went by train to he h : : Blak:e :
in clackm 1lannanshire, where they h: e removed gince .@* W& n ﬁus—
ually comely little early nineteenth cent Eon around the
Academy, which is rather a famous local school, and %f main street
well WQIJ out, with a very pretty 1 purling down the middle., Their
children are d+ the Academy, which is rather an unusua sort. of :
school. We had a pleasant eveninﬁ, with a little of some really
markable whisky (Glen Rothes 192 _qui+* new to me) and I had g :
scramble the next morning (as the alarum ﬂJo k failed) to catch uh:
8.10 for Alloa, where I changed Tdinbu and at Edinburgh c aug
the Flying Scotsman for Vi“ﬂ'ﬁ 08§ Except for a smal 1a
ﬂnisky they gave me lea) 1Y he sandwi h“" and cake amaging - the
101”[?.-":"1", out ‘I“u(:,‘,ﬂ ¥y l--"{jl"k.-‘fll’l_&'!', the latt:e are were 4 -
Nor did I feel go fatigued 5: 1¢ aunt as 1 s“ouid

PNoy Ior the Classical Association as rains I have just re
the first part which I wrote, and am not satisfied with it.







Agnes Moncrieff
and pronounce
lagc boy ‘over
3 1ittle
nervous,

T have had no 1

for the night on Monday
with fordon Selwyn at

about which hé recently

to get back on Thursday
am thankful that T
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i
d
r +m = f 2 i .
ve the time to go







from T.5.Ellol;

Ley Wood, Agow
LEE‘V (treein, Ql?,g};“,{f\
iford, Surre Y-irMM?ﬁT
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AIR MAIL

Miss Emily Hale,
22 pgradise Road,
NOPTHAYPTON,
vassachusetts,
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etter 114.

ZQM»"‘ 2‘“7

This has been a busy we with going to Winchester on Monday,
which was pluas'nt tn ugh t*ﬁ 101 een Selwyn since his wife died
last year =~ she by fums in her garage, and though

>
r=

his remarks on clas 1cal ?u’\ﬁ;'“ which I read, did not have a
¢loge bearing on the subject ol m address I returned to Shamley
(from London) on Thursday : ] i to re-write the same
address; and have now, with mu h 555 completed it, I think, but

for possible minor revisions alt a3 h wn it. to Geoffrey. Un-
til to-day I have not taken in ime to wr even buginess letters
in my spare time. T have alwa panuscripts to read. Another bu
week ahead of me: tomorrow, ter 1U1_411” with Watt, the agent v
thought of the Kipling 1idea, have a meeting of the .heoiotical
I.iterature Association in the afternoon, f y1lowéd closely by one o©
the christian News Lettcr Roard which will last into the evening;
wednesday, after the usual Book committee, T go gtraight to a meet-
ing of a new body 1ni*14ted by O0ldham which he calls the christian
Frontier; and I am not sure ‘that there 1ls not a meeting of the Sword
of the gSpirit on Thursday. Oon the other hand, I shall play truant
to the weekend meeting of the Moot over Palm Sunday. T mugt stay
in town until Friday afternoon, as Faber has been elected to the
lLiterary Society, and this willl be his first appearance I am very
glad of this, as 1t is an honour that pleases him very much. Also,
Victor Demant has ‘heen given a canonry at sSt. Pdul’o, which is very

£

good news, and will give him a decent income and a certain amount of
Jeigure for writing, which he could hardly make time for in hls pa-
rish in Richmond. T have been elected "to another dining club,
called simply "The Club", having had a contlnuous exigtence since
Joshua Reynolds and Dr.Johnson founded 1it. But it is not now e€s-
pecially literary, which is why I suppose that they wanted.me.

This has been a quiet weekend, with Hope away (she has just re-
turned) with Margaret Behrens. Sk ig . a huUPOth person, both le-
thargic and nervous: she seems pend a good deal of time sleep-
ing, but when she 1s not sleepil ne ig aware of it, talking to her
dog, or calling for a servant inst d of ringing a bell; and:the
fact that Vrs.Virrtees has recently become very deaf makes the housge
noisdier still. But they could pe kinder or more hosplu,rlr.

Tt was pleasant being alone with the two old lasdies, and it is good
for ¥rs.¥. T think to have occasional peace and quiet.

T never know when your gacation comes, except that T know 1t
never coincides with Baster:; perhaps it has been taking place al-
ready- T have had no letter from you last week,. 1t seemed to me
very strange at Harvard that lectures went on even on Good Friday.
T have thought of taking that whole week off Ior work, exceht that
I should like to attend some office or other at SU.WEGDQbH 8 during
the week. last year I was in bed at Easters so far I have got
through this winter with only three days (after christmas) in Dbed.

The present state of affairs, especlally 1in the Pacific, pro-
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.ey Green,
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viss Emily Hale,
29  Paradise Road,
NORTHAVPTON,

Massachusetts,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.







.etter 115
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T anm

.”."u p: \Ifj P
: ik for an adult,
Classlical Association v ) b ; m
which T w to uridertake directl yfter that, and whieh, belng of a
gemi-official nature, cannot talk about until afterward will have
to be abandoned. The pri is Anne Faber tho was back from Oxford
this week, and who compl L ] \
it was not much of a swelling, and her temperature was urm4+,'
was 1inh & car with her I« a I minutes anc down the tr
her dentist is - far from-mine Tf: Ehis doe Fm”Pﬁn,
to get put i ome 3 1 hope i ! '
event you m

Your letter of the 13th Febru:
week and that of the 25th before
the note ‘in the local paper on t! _
the -college authorities. But do hope that you can o1
of these .activities, cspecially the club for which you talk on French
Migrationsd 1ln the Widdle West =" however -we 3 do It, and T.am sure
it will be well done, it is (as you rather admi an obvious waste of
your time ‘and -energy. The talk on Volce and Speech T doniot disapprove.
vyou should nety by the way, have gent me the cutting roany cutting
you want back, -because you will have to wait for t end of the war
to-zet ity we are: no Llowed. to include printed - n te in:letters;
and books have i be gent only by people holding licence S0,
guch as publishe and most booksellers.

Your let & I ined zal of ‘information - it
] da

incidentally . ] lylight-saving time

had also to gs . the tdark: | ill-notive it more than
becausge 1t is n,d and because in America peop. gtart adlLlJ‘
morning anyway. that i ' and :

church in full dayligh

walking back. _ 4 M Flanagan will be satis
suspicion was that rsed Vagsar was that they m

much of drama, to the possible detriment of other studles

thet dramatic activitlies at that age out to be undertaken (in I
tion) outside of the regular work he voilce ‘and speech traini
quite another matter, T should not ‘have thought ter
undertake a wider post, such as t

is that you shoul i 1l her eas]

I Suppose
return before







airmail
t/paper) and go to

}dVT;P conversations with a very intellig film pro-
t lligent Austrian refugee named oeLl ring (not
who wants to film Murder in the Cathedral.
me at first; but his ldeas are very “ood,
and has no Hollywood tendencies at all.
not right to T;wwu the thing down
yould not intr any text but my own words,
he »aﬁ ma.. ub-plot of n*mb_' '.- whicl s indeed sﬁjet*
*h&t T have always felt the play itself needed But nothing car
ha “,= some time to come, as I shall not have time to attend
1t unti ome ime in May, 1if the ' ve that the
- . anyway, the scheme may j t big for
sources, and t to e '

withoit Juw

doctor, and he says that mumps incubate for three
is extremely unlikely that I have caught them!

Since I started this letter T
e

Easter, that I have never ye

"-"“'ﬂ.j-r1 +'Ef_d.-4; ]
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THE

CRITERION

A QUARTERLY REVIEW
EDITED BY T. S. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q5§43 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS ; FABBAI?;_‘;.’»’ES'I‘CEN'I', LONDON LONDON, W.C.
- 57 Ay, | Easter Monday, 1942.

QoL oM ’f

Your dear eaéle was a very welcome surprise, arriving on
Easter day, on my return from early communion, before breakfast -
that 1s to say, 1t was telephoned, being Sunday, received by the
housekeeper Miss James (known as Jimmie) and correctly taken down
after she had grasped the fact that it was not from Lily Hole, a
housemald with adenoids who has left in order to do war work at
a créche, I have . also two letters, 11® and 118 to acknowledge:
and am myself a week late in writing -"because I hve stayed away
from town this last week in order to get two pieces of writing done
(and have done them, and also a prefatory note for my little book
of selections from the work of Yames Joyce). When I have to do
writing under pressure I am apt to neglect all correspondence, ,be-
cause it interrupts the continuity and takes my mind off: so now
I have a number of letters to write. There have been also a number
of detalls to arrange about the Classical Association meeting in
Cambridge next week: to secure rooms for myself at Magdalene, to
make sure that my black gown can be found (for the dinner), to order
a scarlet gown (for giving the Address in), to £ind out whether
there will be an eccleslastic present at the dinner (to say grace:
otherwise I have got the Magdalene latin grace to memorise), to tl
of the appropriate words in which to introduce the guest of the
ning - the Provost of Xing's - who is also to be the next president,
only the election hasn't taken place yet, to arrange with John Hayward
when to see him, This last is not so simple as it was , because they
Hutchinsons are living at Merton Hall now: T have an affection for
them as old friends, but as o0ld friends whom I have rather outgrown;
and St.John has had a stroke and is having to try to learn to read
all over again, and his memory fluctuates.

I was very glad of all your news. (I thought Edward Everett
died long before you were born: and as for the Battle of Manilla
Bay ~ that battle - I was keeping a scrapbook of the Spanish Wwar, .but
was not yet of years when I could handle even a catboat), I should
like to have seen the evening grosbeaks, a beautiful bird. I grieve
to hear of Uncle Jgohn fading away from you in this way, apart from
its being simply a sympton of a less vigorous hold on life: the time
does come, I suppose, in one's relations with any person much older
than oneself, when one has to keep in mind that the person one knew
in the past 1s the real person, and now, at best, only partly present.




“And that the past 1s more real than the prese: our generation
has all the usual normal ad justments 2 in getting older
(part of which is other peo*i-”v getting older) and perhaps
a greater adjustment to a changing w d on any generation-before
us - not merely the adaptation hanged nditions in one particu-
lar place (the which is of cours .he more vial,n+ and cruel, as for
the Poles) but to a change of qd-j" ns of the whole hquu- How
far this affects, not only one's gencral way of 1if
tual function in the world, I cannot yet see
long as possible believing that the sort of ing
to do best in the past, is the sort of thing which
to do. After this rush is over:'I shall take up my Lluule _
again: meanwhile I cannot tell you happy I am in your liking
verses for the Indian Troops. (I have mad few cFanﬁeo i”
rence to the prejudices and beliefs of the
removed the dog, and changed ”Q”di”vd“ﬂ
lem would not like the idea:of belng buried
unbeliever in his faith - changes for the
to write a poem but to please the luﬁl*la
the Kipling has not reached you '

I will send another.

I look forward to the socks. 1ad a nice letter from Uncle
John, quite in his usual style, .concerning Edward Everett:(who this

man in Cambridge 1s, or what he 1is d A do not auqn). I

shall write agaln this Thurs uav as afte that & p to. town

(the Mirrlees are going away for a change while the house is spring
cleaned) and then to Cambridge and it is likely that from Cambridge
T may have to go direct the re e 1 ac where T am to be dolng
two or three weeks special worl whiek am not suprg Gscu to mention
at present, but will tell you about afte dss And I am afraid

that part of the conditions is tha 3h i? be unable to wrlite any
letters whi am there: but \ 1l send you a d‘lb when T return
to life, eanwhile, till Thursda No mumps. My Jjaw very com-
fortable, but not quite ready for the extra tooth to be attached to
my plate.
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