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BY AIR MAIL

Miss Emily Hale,
22 Faradise Road,
NORTHAMFTON,
Messachusetts,
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Letter 93. from Tyglyn Aeron,

JQ 1~ "_“7 : 6 September 1941.

a

I date this from Wales, where my visit is drawing to/close: a
peaceful and healthy holiday, with variable weather, but when good very
good indeed. I have had several sea bathes, & little tennis, a day
of trout fishing (I am not an angler, though I think that if I lived
where there wes fishing - there is none in Surrey - and had the assis-
tance of an experienced fishermen, it is the one blood-sport which I
might enjoy) when I mede myself useful by mowing the boat to fish from.
My god-son is very keen at fishing. A picnic at & ruined caestle on
a precipice (but =2 gentle slope EE sprroach it on one side: & visit to
the local village sports, some pgwning (I never catch any) and tomorrow
a shoot in which I e-pect to be one of the amateur beaters. This af-
ternoon, tea with Miss Davies, the last of what was the great local
lendowning femily, who, having lived in Haling until circumstances forced
her to return to teke up housekeeping with her elderly brother, the fa-
mily fortunes being at a low ebb, is always eager to see visitors from
the metropolis, and being 65 likes & little mild flirtation. 1 am
sctually stopping a little longer than expected, but that turns out
convenient for everybody, since Aunt Cocky lioncrieff is being spirited
away from Shemley so that her sister may have a rest, and as she had
to be told that Mrs.M. had been ordered solitude by the doctor (a dif-
ficult pill to swellow in itself, Mrs.M. being a Christien Scientist)
it is desirsble that she should think that 1 was away too. So I return
on Tueday by sleeping car, spend Wednesday night at Hadhem (which is
in Hertfordshire, near Bishop's Stortford, and is the seat of Richard
de le Mare Esqre.) pey a vigit to the dentist on Thursdey to have more
minor repeirs and see whether my mouth is yet ready to have an impres-
sion for the set (he said that it was a waste of money to have & tem-
porary set, as I should only begin to get used to it by the time the
finel set wes ready; and I can eat everything except very herd dry
toast). Geoffrey dropped his teeth on the beach the other dey, but
they were retrieved before the tide ceme in. And it seems difficult
to remember to put them in before breakfest. 1 wish indeed that you
could have been present to sit by my bed, for I remember one slight
feverish cold, contracted in Weles, and provid-ntially eppeering on
my arrivel in Cempden, which gave me two very heppy days. I think
that the next time we are in Campden, or in some similar situation, I
shall aim at arriving with & chill end a slight temperature. I think
the photogra h of "Wingless Victory" is very good, though I could have
wished it were more of a close-up, and a photograph of you disguised as
an old ledy of the XVIII century is not & substitute for a vhotograph
of yourself in more usual daily dress and coiffure. I am happy to
think of you at the seaside, and there is ‘no place where I had rather
be for this time of year than that coast. The tolling of the bell
in the first pert of Dry Salvages is involved in my mind with the bell-




buoy when we sat on the beach at Wood's Holl - one of the moments re-
culierly sharp and poignant in my memory. Correspondence is & poor
substitute, yet if one has to be separated, it is somehow less trying
to be separated by such universally abnormel circumstances, than it
would be (for the sesme length of time) were the world asbout going on
normally. I mean, one can more easily regard it as an interlude,
though of a terrible kind. I do not think that these circumstances
numb one's personal feelings; indeed, they make personal relations

if enything more important then ever: they merely meske personal de-
sires and frustrations seem insignificant in the universal tragedy.

Your Vey forayp
B 0
{ 6 nn

F.S. I almost forgot the following. A letter from Janet Roberts
begins
nDear Tom Fossum,
I'm writing to ask you to give a message some time
to Miss Hale, whose address 1 don't know. Mackenzie, the old
men who looks after the Castle, showed me & Christmas Card
and letter he'd had from her - they had surprised and pleased
him so much, and he wented to thank her. He said he liked
her - and she had liked his piping.”

end ends
"And when you do write Miss Hale, will you give her
liother's and my very good wishes?®"
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Letter no.9

QY&«JH#L 452*:'

T have been trying
morning pack my bag for
the pDawgons before a me
afternoon, ]

London; two

three nights

a busy long

after getti

show
tha
then
you
them,

when T was
and I have

- 1
agurea

her native

languages,
suspect,
county.
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shamley;,

20 October 1941.

T have to write th ate at night, 1insteac after tea as
I should have done I sometimes remember severa ur:u.t notes to
write on Monday, 1n preparation for golng t own on Tuesday; but
his time, while pondering notes » Yewcastle in the morning, there
came a summons from n1¢nard J1vings tol to.write letter -to . the
ek Minister on behalf :of 12 0lagsical Assoc] on, to mark the

anqiv raary of the entry of Gree 11 the war Tumt kind of
monumental work 1s very trying; but I have inally composed some-
thing, peppered 1t with a few Greek quotatlons from t“: only book
T had at hand (the Greek anthology) and copied 1t out to show a
copy to Stephen Gaselee who 1s to sign 1t too as ~hairman. (My
Presidential Address comes in April, when they have a corroboree
at cambridge during the vacation). Yyour letter 105 on the 2nd
1s to.hand, and suggests that you must begin at once to draw upon
whatever -regserves of strength you have laid up during September.
what is the Civil Defence work, and what part in it are you playing?
The trouble with jobs like your presidency of the §,P,C A, 1s that
people always explain to you clearly beforehand how Little " there is
for you to do, and then i° you are conscientious (as you are): you
find a great deal more for yourself,

The autumn is setting in, which means that when
O

from town I have to take an earlier train, Dbecause the

Y -

be gcarce after dark, T usually have -to take'a ; rom ford

gtation, a&s the buses are crowded at that time and: th
“accomodation in them for bulky bags full of manuscripts.
weekend T propose to read no manuscripts, but rwrt nd. ponder my
notes, T spend two nights next week, I beliew '
which is near Newcastle, and paru gf the iaytime

intend to go to Penrith the llowing morning and

with Janet and the children, ”15 ael 1 ng now. at

is another lodger here now, a 1 o1 Ul

rens, ‘evacuated from Mentone (s

of & wellknown Jewish family).

gar., T rather welcome having another person, 80 a8

in the-crowd, and she is very pleasant and comformable.

T am rather glad you ha mall class: it
factory as you-can do so much more for them, and in

work especially individual attention must count for S50

I hope they don't guage salaries according to the number of

that would be a very bad principle indeed. I- am sorry that ;
were unable to. get hold of Henry and Theresa, as should have
your private report on his healtl He is a frail Derson. But
am ”rauwful to you for trylng. rThe Kipling essay has proved to
the right length, which is. a relie Mrs.Bambridge is his daugt
and sole heir,

T
1
A

T wish we-could-have
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from T.S.Ellot,
Shamley Wwood,
Shanley Ggreen,
@uildford, Surrey.

Miss Emily Hele,
22 Paradise Road,
NORTHAMPTON,

Magsachusetts,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
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Letter 100. Shamley,
¢A%£hr ’8L2£hw/ 10 November 1941,

I have had a very short weekend in Shamley: I staid over
Thursday night in Hampstead, in erder te lunch on Friday with George
Every who was pasding through London on that day, and more especial-
ly to go down te spend Friday night with Leonard Weolf: se I did not
get back te Shamley till Saturday afternoon, and since then have been
writing out a draft of my 20 minute talk on "The Duchess of Malfy"
fer the Indian short-wave en the 25th, and have just dashed off a
nete teo Desmond Hawkins who has asked me to be godfather for his
third, and another to the Bishop of B, &% W. asking him whether I
ought to accept. It doesn't seem fair that I should have to go on
accumulating gedchildren - four 1is quite enough: but Christian god-
parents are so scarce in these days that one hesitates to refuse
wilthout ecelesiastical backing. T am unfortunate in having all the
apparent qualifications for the réle. Tomerrow I am off te London
as usual, but I propese te stop in Surrey next week, because I shall
probably have te be in London the whole of the foellowing week: having
the education-group meeting in Oxferd ever the weekend of the 22nd,
the breoadcast on the 25th, and to talk to Mary Trevelyan's forelgn
students on Saturday the 29th. Mrs. M. has insisted on my reducing
my payments on account of my considerable absences; and I am rather
glad, because travel is so large an item in expenses in my life now-
adays. (Yet these i1s no danger of living beyond one's income, because
there are so few ways of spending money now).

I had of course dreaded the visit te Redmell, but it was much more
fearful in anticipation than in execution. “~eonard lives there by
himself, ceming up to London for the day several times a week = but for
. the winter, when the days are short, he is taking rooms in Clifferd s

Inn as well - and a daily servant comes in te clean up in the mornifig
~and in the evening. She prepares a certain amount of his foed and
leaves it ready, and he heats it up. He seemed pretty well -~ I imagine
that the strain had been so great that even that end to it was a kind
of relief: and what would seem the hardest thing to do, to an outsi-
der, might be the easiest thing to do, And he has ne heme in TLondon:
their flat (not the one where you came to tea, but that is gone too)
was bembed. In the end I really enjoyed being with him very much;
and certainly I should have felt uncomfortable in conscience 1f I had
declined or postponed his invitatien. Yet 1t was very queer being
there: not the feeling of revlision which T had in advance, but just
the feeling that she ought to be there toe - and in some sense was -
and wasn't. And T liked it better being alone with him, than if

the relatives from Firle (Vanessa etc.) had come over, or any other
assoclated friends.

Your little note of the 25th (hors de série}has arrived, on
Saturday: T hope that your birthday will not have been just very fa-
tiguing. I am especiallyglad to know what you wore on that occaslioen.
New I have the photograph to lcok forward te.

I have my upper teeth, tut the dentist warned me that they would
not be of much use until T was ready for the lower teeth as well: and







indeed, without the lowers for them to bite on, I find eating with
them rather more trouble than without; but I am to wear them so as

to get used to them; and T am assured, by practiced false-toethers,
that after a time one feels simply undressed without them, I can't
have the lewers fitted until the last bit of bone has worked 1ite way
out - as the teeth were "impacted" they had to Dbe chisled out, leaving
numerous chips behind. But, as 1 sald before, you will not notice
any difference for the better in my appearance.

A very encouraging gpeech by the Prime Vvinister to-day.







frem T.S.Ellot,
24 Rugsell Square,
Lenden WwW.C.l.
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Miss Emily Hale,

22 'Paradise Road,
NORTHAMPTON,
Massachusetts,

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.






Letter 101. Shamley,

547 e 19 November 1941.
- #

As I have not gone up to town this week, I delayed writing
in the hope that there would be something from you: but there has
been nothing since 107 - written just a month ago. I hope that
this does not mean illness, either your own or anyone's else, and
I hope that something will arrive before T go to Oxford on Saturday.
That will be a small weekend meeting at Oldham's; before I go I
must read some County Council syllabuses of Religious Education in
county schools that Enid has sent me at my request. This week I
have polished my talk on The Duchess of Malfy, and shall run 1t
through on the microphone for length on Tuesday before the broad-
cast; I have also written out my notes for my Student Misslion House
talk on Cultural Values after the War on Saturday week, and finally
written a note on Hugh Stewart's book on Pascal which I promised to
the Cambridge Review elight months age. T also drafted an outline
of my essay for Reckitt's volume, on much the same lines as my
talk, and have written a considerable number of letters. (By the
way, I had a letter froem Vrs.Seaverns, who was evidently pleased
by hearing from me, giving me favourable news of Parrott, Willum
and Roy; and apparently Jim is all right). S0 the week has not been
altogether idled away. Thig household is in 1ts usual state of
excltement over one thing or another: yesterday the electric light
went wroeng, the day before the hot water boiler proved to be using
too much coke, and so on. Mrs.Behrens looks after the hens, and
occasionally runs up to town to gsee her daughter, a young woman
named Madame Blumenfeld (having married a French nephew of the noted
Chalm Welzmann, but the RBehrenas's, being related to the Montefiores,
the Cohens, the Beddingtons and the Rothschilds seem to loek down on
the Blumenfeld) a young woman, as I said (the daughter) who is popu-
larly known, and referred to by her mother, as "Brutal Behrens",

The daughter, for some reason, 1s sharing a flat In Edgware with
her old nurse, her husband being still in France. Monsignor Hal-
lett came to tea. Next week, I have Ashley Dukes to lunch on Monday
to meet a young American, an attache at the Embassgy, who is inte-
rested in Contemporary Drama; and the Dobrees come to dinner at the
Fabers. Tuesday lunch with Mr.Rokhari and Herbert Read, Thursday
a meeting of this Sword of the Spirit Committee, and Saturday the
blackchat to the Gold Coast students. 1 propose to return to Sham-
ley on Sunday; and the following week shall only spend two nights
in town, as the New English Wweekly is to have an all day conference
at Reckitt's in guildford.

The month is distinctly November; but the leaves have been late
in turning this year, and are now particularly beautifuls the dif=-
ferent shades of yellow and brown of Spanish chestnut, bireh, beech,
oak and bracken are very lovely. In a fortnight's time, I dare
gay, the trees will be leafless. gwenda Glubb (the gister of
Glubb Pasha of Irak, of whom you may have heard, has found me a
cigarstte lighter, very useful in these days when one must economise
ma tchesg. The problem confronting publishers at the moment is
whether the binders will be allowed enough labour to bind the books.







The lgnorant say "bind in paper", but that requires different ma-
chinery, which the printers are not well provided with. I am
taking Bemax with my breakfast, for vitamines, The teeth are now
very comfortable: T still forget to put them in, but I have also

got to the point at which T forget to take them out, and I can now
whistle much more plercingly: but I must wait in patience for the
lewer set (which should really improve my chewing) until my gums
have got into shape. I went to another film last week with the
Fabers, called "International Squadron'", about an American who

Joins the R,A.F.: I think it should be very interesting for Americans,
if it shown there, but we we did not feel that our money had been
well expended in seeing a picture of an air raid in London, and vowe
that on the next occasion we would try te find a cowboy film.

I have not yet had the report of your birthday party. I do
hope that Henry and Theresa were able te come. You see that T
have no particular news myself, except to send







from 7.5.Eliot,
Shamley Wood,
Shamley Green,
Guildford, Surrey.

\

BY AIR MAIL

Miss Emily Hale,

22 Paradlse Road,
NCRTHAVMPTON,

Massachusetts,

UMITED STATES OF AMERICA.







Letter 102. shamley,

e
- z ol pecember 1. 1941.

T returned yesterday after eight days absence, but found no
letter frem you: if there is none by the end of this week I shall
cable, T presume that if you were seriously 111, so that you could
expect to write for some time to come, you would ask the Perkins's
to let me know (by air mall, at least). But I cannot think of any-
thing happening except illness, T hope you are not engaged in too
many activities.

I had a busy week, with the weekend at Oxford (the Oldhams, with
whom I stayed, are vegetarians - which means that they cannot buy
meat, as they have given up their meat coupons for more of other sup-
plies such as cheese. T do not find vegetarian fare very satisfy-
ing, especially during a conference) discussing education, but very
largely these lower branches of it of which I have no practical ex-
perience. On Tuesday I broadcast to India; on Thursday I had the
gword of the Spirit meeting, which was chiefly concerned with proce-
dure and points of organisatien, and again I took but a small part;
and on Saturday afternoon I talked about the future of culture to
Mary Trevelyan's group of students, largely refugees - an intelligent
group on the whole, who kept up a lively discuseion for an hour af-
terwards. T returned before lunch on Sunday, and go back to town
tomorrow, feeling very indisposed to do so; then return on Thursday
morning to spend that day in a conference in Guildforad. T mean te
take until the following Wednesday in the country: which I hope will
restore me and give me some time te think. T shall at least not
spend much time over Christmas presents this year: toys are of course
scarce, and no one 1s expected to use his own coupons in buying the
usual sort of gift.of clothing, such as handkerchiefs; and as for
aAhristmas cards, that is an unjustifiszble use of paper and envelopes.
The Fabers want me to come to Wales for Christmas with them, but I
think that it would be toeo tiring te travel: and here at least I have
privacy except at meal times, At Christmas I miss the full gservices
of St.Stephen's, with the helydays afterwards.

T shall write at greater length when 1 return for the weekend. I miss
your weekly letter very much!
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Letter 103. Shamley,

iZS z& E . ? ; December 8, 1941.

vour letters 107-8-9 arrived serially but clese together: so
I have not to weary you this time with apprehensions. I was very
glad to get some sketch of your 1life through the most of this No-
vember, from the birthday party to the 2lst. I am now wondering,
of course, in what way the events of the last two days will have
altered 1ife for you - whether you will be plunged into new war
activities. T had been expecting the Japanese to move against
Malaya: but I think that their attack on American bases has taken
everyone, except no doubt those with imner knowledge, entirely by
surprise, I dare gsay that they will have more successes, 1if such
surprise attacks can be called that, in the immediate future, and
that the next few months will be very difficult for both America
and BRritain: I fear too that the Japanese will prove free from even
gsuch scruplegs in the conduct of warfare as the Germans possess.
I walt eagerly for the first letters from America at war.: it 1is
difficult to imagine a blackout on the whole Pacific coast, and
even practice blackouts, I believe, on the Atlantic seaboard. While
there is a feeling of excitement here, I think that every one
is without any feeling of elation - perhaps a certain feeling of re-
lief from the tension over Japan.

I go to town temorrow as usual, but to the Richmonds in Wilt-

shire for the weekend, which should be pleasant: I do not look for-
ward with pleasure to any journey, now that I have to travel so
much, but T shall enjoy seeing them and shall be glad that I have

. been, T shall return to Shamley merely for one night on Monday,
then London again and then another weekend conference at Oxford
(the Moot), returning to Shamley a fortnight to-day for, I think,
a fortnight's rest and consecutive work in the country. I have
not thought seriously of returning to London to live this winter.
I should have to find furnished rooms, or furnish a flat - it does
not seem sensible to buy furniture for lLondon use until things are
gxffrxert more certain,. I _have, over this long weekend, written
half a dozen blurbs for our spring catalogue, written some eddto-
rilal notes for the N.E.W., (on education) and a memorandum for the
Moot (en Cyristian Imagination). Over Christmas I shall try to
get my contribution to Reckitt's book written, No, I am not engaged
in any work directly connected with the war: if any presented 1it-
self, of more immediate importance than something I am actually do-
ing, I would naturally do it: but anything more would mean giving
up some of the things with which I am engaged.

I can quite understand that, now that you have got the hang of
dealing with Aunt Trene, you find her less profoundly exhausting
than Mrs.Perkins. Against the former you can protect yourself by
detached understanding, and while she may take your time and make
demands upen your sympathy, she is not possessive. You cannot ex-
pect to acquire the same immunity; and all you can do, my dear, is
te insist on certain independence and certain privacy: the insis-
tance is itself very exhausting for you, but you have only the
choice with her of being exhausted in one way or in another, and that







is the better way.

It 18 quite right that you should go to your own church if there
18 one avallable: I did not suppeose that there was one in Northamp-
ton. It 18 a great plty that it has no ferm of communion service,
because the reality of that service corresponds to what it means to
you. But you are evidently quite aware that it 1is not my place to
interfere in this matter, or to criticise the clergy with whom you
are concerned, €ither here or in America.

Mrs.M. had her 80th birthday on Saturday: Margot Coker came
for the weekend, and the two sisters together make a great deal of
noise: but the hullabaloe has now subsided.

lirire uPro\)% Qﬂ“«f“y"-
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ame—through very well
ed.,

vr. Roosevelt's speech to Congress c
this evening, and I thought it very dignifil

I never heard of Prof. Bush, but I agree with you about what he
geems to have said about me! It must have been very banal and
prefegsorial. I had a charming letter from “ennard Rand about

the salvages.
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Letter 104. Shamley,

15 December. 1941.

I returned from Salisbury this morning (for one night only,
going to London tomorrow, and Oxford on Friday - after which I
ahall take ten days or a fortnight in the country) te find, ne
letter (T did not expect one, after having three so close together)
but the two photographs. T was appalled by the amount you had
had to spend on stamps - I assure you that it was worth 1it, though
T am not in a position to offer to refund that expensel! T don't
know yet whether I think them good portraits or not; I don't know
yet which I prefer. The mouth looks a little tense, perhaps. But
they are good erough to give me great satisfaction: and I am sure
at least that I like them better than any adult photographs I have
had - the two you don't like, and the younger, fluffy one krs. erkins
gave me, taken at a period when photographers went in for bluPred
edges. The only ones I had that T liked were the one in a gold
frame (age 10?) and a smaller one for the pocketbook. Whether I
shall be able to get a frame for these T doubt: one is not certain
of getting anything nowadays: and the strain on transport is going
to be severe through the winter, I should expect.

I forgot to xkamkxymuxf tell you thatAnne Bowes-Lyon asked af-
ter your family. Bobbie Speaight Bawe a small dinner at the Gar-
rick last week: the fourth was Elizabeth Bowen. Anne Boweg-Lyon
is doing V/A.D, work at a military hospital and arrived in uniform,
having to leave rather early to get back. When I gay last week T
mean the week before last: the other of thé two nights I had Des-
mond Fitz Gerald to dinner, over from Dublin. Lest week I did not
dine out at all: but Stephen Spender and his new wife, a half-Russlan

pianist (& very good one toe, she played for us after dinner) came
"~ te dinner - Stephen now a fireman, but did not come in uniform, as
hHe was suffering from the approaches of jaundice, apparently due to
the unaccustomed food at his fire station. I lunched on Friday
with the Llterary Society (where a trying situation has arisen, be-
cause Sir Ian Hamilton, who is getting very old, has told Geoffrey
that he had been elected, whereas he has only been nominated, and
may not be elected at all) and talked mostly with Binyon. I had to
leave early to catch a train for Salisbury. The Richmonds, aging
but still very active in local affairs: the house full of the cos-
tume for the angel “Yabriel for the parish entertainment, On Satur-
day there was an alarm that, K they were to hove to put up four of the
Pilgrim Players (not Martin s group but the other one) but after
making everything recady and-arranging with a neighbour to take one,
they finally telephoned to say that they had been otherwlse provi-
ded for, Martin and Henzie are just arriving in London. I shall
have to try to see them one evening this week, as Christmas week T
shall not be there; but the Faber boys will be back from school, and
one evening I want to take Dick to a fugsian play called "Distant
Point". I wish that I could send you cuttings and enclosures: for
instance, there was a very nice review of "Dry Salvages" by Desmond

Mac Carthy in the Sunday Times (which ought to sell a good many co-







pileg) and I had a letter in the Times about the Rallet,. (Do any
Engllish newspapers reach Northampton?) The Xipling book 1is supposed
te be out, but the copies are delayed: I have only had one, which I
took to the Richmonds (we made two small excursions, to see a cou-
ple of nice o0ld local churches, and I thought of similar expeditions
from Campden). However, the first printing of 10,000 copies has
already been taken up by booksellers, and we are reprinting the same
number, But nowadays it 1s & slow business getting orders RiXXx exe-
cuted, and we could sell more books than we can print. I get my

fee of 2250 and thereafter have no further interest in the sale of
the boek; but I have the right to reprint my essay if and when I like,.

I am afraid that it will be scme months before the U.s.A. is in
a position to take any very aggressive action. The news this last
week has been varied enough: we had a very skilful review of this
most momentous week from Gram Swing on Saturday night. I wonder if
there will now be a censorship in America, so that you will have to
be careful what not to say to me - I hope at least that the rule a-
gainst enclosing printed matter will not be applied on your side as
well. What I am especially eager to know is how the war is affect-
ing you, and our and your friends, in their local lives, and I want
& plcture of local activities. I am very glad now that you are not
at Claremont!

I am very happy te have the photographs.

'A "

T hope that you will rest in the holidays, and not_pe tempted into
public activities. You are in a "reserved occupation".
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