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No. 42, 24 Mey 1940,
D B
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Your letter 37 of May 14 has come, .and by the way is the first
to have been opened by censor. 1 should expect this to delay mat-
ters, but this letter ceme in remerkably dquick time, Try to write
feirly legibly, so as not to give overworked censors too much trouble!
I shall try hereafter to write twice a week, even if more briefly, in
the hope that some letters mey have a better cheanece of just cetching
the trensport. And anyway, in these days 1 em more in a mood to
write often and briefly; because the expression i1s the main thing,
end one has little in one's heed except public events most of which
call for no comment, when things are moving so fast. We welcome the
change of government, end the more drastic messures are very tonic.
That's 211 I need to say about that, I have of course instructed
Bird & Bird to communicate with you and Ada in the event of my ever
being unable to do so. John Heywerd's address you know (e¢/o Lord
Rothschild, Merton Hall, Cambridge). And 1 should cable when de-
Bireble.

I was interested and pleased by your dining with Laura Furness
end meeting one of the two St.laul Furnesses - I can't now remember
their names, but 1 thought them very nice cousins indeed. Their
house in St.Feul I wish you could see: it is a surprise to find it
in that place, for enything more completely period eerly-~Victorisn
you cannot imegine. The kind of house that 'has an enormous drawing
room with two marble fireplaces, and all the furniture end decorations
of the seme period.

As the News Letter Committee did not meet on Monday, I dined with
the Literary Society, and chetted mostly with Eric Maclagen end Z.V.
Knox. Afterwerds (we dine now at the Garrick) I ran into Ashley
Dukes outside, and spent an hour with him, Which reminds me that
Martin is very pleesed et having got 2 small grant from the Filgrim
Trust for the Filgrim Ilayers, and thaet he wants to prepare an adsp-
tation of HMurder for his smell troupe (he hes now 5 men and 4 women).
On Tuesday 1 dined with the Woolfs -~ & whole evening without mention-
ing the wer at all. Spring is very definite, &nd is a sharper re-
minder of what not to expect in June.

I use your rosary every night now; and I have resumed reading the
20 Best Americen Ilays. 50 you see that your gifts are appreciated.
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Letter 47. 7
I went to write a letter, but I have not much to write about,
No letter from you is due until the end of the week, so 1 have had
none since 1 last wrote., Unless one is actuelly engeged in war work
that has to be done end that takes ell one's time, it is very hard
to struggle against the temptation to weaste time, simply from the
alweys present sense of weiting. I am trying to think out the plan
of my lecture on Yeats, and I have elso promised to review lannheim(s
"Men end Society"™ for the Spectetor, but I find concentration diffi-
cult. And I don't feel much like trying to make any plans for the
summer. I suprose the best thing is to plan to spend & few weeks
in country lodgings in some plessant surroundings: I know of a farm
house in Dorset, and another in Devon; end 1 expect to repest my an-
nual visit to Wales. But just et present, one is more than ever in-
clined to postpone decision.

30 Meay 1940.

I hope I shall feel less tongue-tied and numb at the end of the
week! A1)l this note is for is to express - no, hardly to express,
but to indicate 2s a symbol all the feeling that 1s unexpressed.
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No. 44. A 4 June 1940.
Leasoc bz, .

Your letters 36 and 39, of the 5th and 24th May respective-
ly, arrived yesterday; 37/I had already received and acknowledged.
Presumably no.3871s on the way by ordinary mail, No:39 had been
opened by censor, no.36 not., There would seem again to be a oon-
giderable difference between air and sea. I"was very glad to
know that you had had my cable. Even if nothing happens in the
next week, I do not suppose that my visit to Italy would have done
much good at this time, though I am glad that the decision was
taken out of my hands. The Ttallians are an odd people in some
ways. I have been corresponding for a long time with a priest
at a seminary in Milan, who seems a very nice person, who has
been translating "yurder", Now he writes pathetically to say that
just as he has finished his work, another translation has been
published. I must write at once and explain to him that I knew
nothing about thils, .never heard of the translator before, and am
Very sorry, It's altogether a violation of copyright, but I do
not see that anything can be done about it at present, .except that
if my priegt wanteg to print this or any other translation from my
work I will write a preface for him to indicate that this 1is the
authoriged translation. A year or two ago I had a correspondence
with two other Itallans, both of whom were translating some of my
poems, and who were very angry wilith each other.

The visit to publin-is 1likely to be trangsferred from the ®3d
to the 30th, as they say that the Abbey Theatre is to be closed
for repairsg on the first date, and they particularly want to have
the meeting there, vansittart approves of this visit, and I have
written to someone else who will help me with the necessary for-
malities,

I was glad to have some small news from you, as well as the
letters for their own sake: because any reminder of normality 1is
helpful. puden and Isherwood are not especially popular here now.
(You had better not circulate my comments, however), Auden went
out to sSpain for a time during the e¢ivil war, and then he and Ish-
erwood went out to China and wrote a book called "Journey to a war".
someone has now suggested that they should write a book called
"Journey from a war", Auden, at least, is I am told getting natu-
ralised, He has the peculiar and somewhat defective mentality of
the inverted. I find 1t rather hard myself not th criticlse these
emlgres rather geverely. I was amused by your account of his
dialogue with Ted Spencer, I am glad he did not say "Eliot", be-
cause I do not hold with his kind of pot-pourrl (sometimes very
poarri) of verse and prose, which seems to me an evasion of the
problem of verse drama: on the other hand I dont think Ibsen was a
very happy choice either. The second part of that play seems to
be unsuccessful: Tbsen is at his best when he deals with Norweglans
in Norway.

The weather has been appallingly fine this year, I shall
be beginning to take occasional weekends: this weekend the Kauf=-
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from T.S.Eliot,
24 Russell Square,
L,ondon W.C.1l.

Emily Hale,
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NO. 45. 6 June 1940:

Just another short letter before the week is
going to the kauffers near IHenley, and shall be very glad
couple of idle deys in the midst of this heat, Your letter no.
38 (which, as Texpected, was by ordinary meil) arrived yesterday,
together with several other letters from America, and mentions
more distinctly then 39 hy cable. I1f for eny reason I do not go
to Dublin for the 7J0th, I will let you know in the same wey
1 see no reason why it should not come off, when the neces:
melities have been completed. My reeason for going is
1y in the national interest that there should be no difficulty.
I heve busy with locel activities too, the recital of which will,
I hope, some dey be amusing, and have enlarged my acquaintance in
this not ordinarily very matey borough of Kensington., Otherwise,
nothing in perticular to report: poetry must wait for mid-summer.
I am glad that you do not like my photograph very much: it scemed
to me espeecially round and charecterless; but at least it looks
healthy. What sbout one of you, perhaps? I think that I am
probably es well off in Kensington as anywhere. I thisk constently
that it sxffxentixforxymm is wore difficult for you having to cerry
on occupation and social activities (the latter still more diffi-
eult, in the circumstances, than work) pretending that life is nor-

mel - and putting up with its seeming more or less normel to those

who have no vitel interests at stake here, or sre not aware of hea-
ving - than it is for me, seeing people who feel, according to their
degree of imegination end sensibility, the same &s I do. I put

out my hend to you night and morning.
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Letter No.46. 14 June 1940Q.

Doarsee

I wes glad to get your letter no.40 of June 1lst yesterday.,

It hed not been opened, but you mentioned en eddress by Iresident
Conant which was not enclosed. 1 should like to see what he seid.
I listened to ¥resident Roosevelt at Charlottesville theother even-
ing, end thought he spoke well - with & pleasant voice which sounded
more like & certein type of New Englend voice than a New Yorker: but
perheps the N.Y., State (as distinguished from the City) accent is
more like New England. ' Ivents have moved very fast in the last days,
and naturally absorb all free attention. We have had another two
days of continuous prayer at St.Stephen's, and I took, &s usual the
hour from 4 to 5 in themorning, going to bed again afterwards. My
chief occupetion, epart from office hours, has been the preparation
of my speech sbout Yeats for the Irish Academy. 1 have quite en-
Joyed this task, and as soon as 1 have finished (I have only the per-
ore tion to write) I must prepare a short broadcast telk for Dublin
on koetic Drame in genersal. It will berather impressive, spesking
in the Abbey Theatre, where I have never been - it was closed during
my previous visit to Dublin. I think that my transit to Dublin is

ssured, with the help of the Ministry of Informetion and the Irish
High Commissioner; of course, in these times, 'I shall not prolong my
visit.beyond the two dgys necessaepy. 1 shall leesve on the 28th or
29th, end return on the Tuesday.

I am sitting with a large vaese of beautiful, and scented sweet
pees in front of me, pert of & lot brought to the vicar by a women
whose husband is missing. That is very stirring, of course, and
for me is the essence of summer; yet it strenge to read in your letter
of final exeminations, graduation exercises, end preperations for
the summer: 1 feel that it should still be March and your snnual vi-
sit still three months eawsy. Severel people have esked me to spend
e wek with them during the summer, and I may take my holidey in this
form, as 1 feel little stomach for plenning amy holidey by myself eny-
where. Including the Roberts's at Yenrith, but that seems rather a
long distance to go - not really farther than Cardigenshire, but less
familiar. (My god-son, by the way, hes won a scientifie scholership
at Oundle School. I wrote to congratulate him end enclose a pound,
but had to reprimand him for splitting an infinitive). Are you think-
ing of visiting the Elsmiths at Grend Menan (not lonhegen!). I heve
seen it in the distence but have never landed there; it usee to be
very primitive in my time; but I supjose that now it has & summer co-
lony and a regular service from Celeis kaine or Fortobello. The
tides are very great there, and there are swift currents, so that you
should assure yourself that anyone who takes you out in = boat knows
the coast; 1 don't sup, ose you will do any bething anyway. It is
rather elarming to heer thet you have been bitten by







feel enxious until i is areful walk
too much or too fas especially in hot weather. And 1 imegine that
the weether is getting pretty hot by now. But am glad to hear

£
4+

thet you have some new summer clbthes. But perheps the first new
clothes of yours that I see will be winter ones - and your o0ld win-
ter clothes will be new to me. It is & very long time since I have
seen you in winter dress - for California cennot be counted es winter
even up in the mountains.

I enclose & copy of a script which I have just written to adorn
an exhibition of war photographs et the N.Y. Fair - should you go
through New York in the summer you could see it. There are phrases
1 do not feel sure about, but they do not want any changes. Writing
& thing like this is not like writing a poem: you do not feel the sam
confidence in your own instinct for phrasing. Ileese do not show
this or mention that I wrote it, because I went it to be, &t first,
completely enenymous,

I go on Saturday to Monday to fierbert Read's near Jorden's; the
following weekend I shall stop in London, as I leave for the weekend
gfter that in Dublin. I hope thet you will see Henry and Theresea
if you have any time in Boston. You are unceasingly in my thoughts,
or behind them.

mfmw ? S
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Le tzgg no. 47. 19 June 1940,

I hed intended to write & pr
plicated piece of public business, S
should not et the moment, is taking me off in & few minutes to call
upon the Archbishop's secretary et Lambeth, to try to persuade him of
the importance of something. So this is merely to thank you for your
very welcome and timely cable, which cheered me very much. 1 shell
think of you with the seme solicitude and anxiety, for the strain must
be very gresat. I hope thet you were sble to hear Mr.Churchill's
speech lest night; but our evening broadcaests mey come at an impossible
time for you.

‘oper letter this morning, but a com-
too long to explaein, and perhar

o=
= i -

I heve finished my Yeats address and begun my 20 minute broadcest
on foetiec Drame, and trust that with the powerful becking 1 have got,
I shall be eble to get my passage to Dublin and beck. It is hard to
remember thaet Ireland is & neutral country, but fortunately my subject
matter is such that I need not mention present circumstences.

Henry heard of my projected visit to Italy, and of the projected
audience &gt the Vaticen! - from the liorleys. 1 quite forgot to warn
Morley, in writing to him - and that is the wey news gets sbout. It
promptly resched Aunt Susie. Anyway, they knew in good time that the
visit had been cencelled. terhaps Morley is not the most discreet
either, or meybe he hes to learn greater discretion in New York then
was necessary in London. For he wrote to apologise to me beczuse the
New Yorker had hed & paragraph egbout my having said that the New Re-
public was "too respectable” and thet 1 did not want to print "Zast
Coker®" there. This phrase of mine only occurred in a private cable
to Morley - and he seid he didn't know how it lezaked out. There was
another indiscretion too, but as that didn't concern me personally I
won't go into that.

One is, of course, e tremely busy; but I got away on Saturday to
the HKeads. A very pleasant evening on Sunday with John Mecmurray and
his wife.

I must close now. I will write sgein on Fridey. Kot going
away this weekend. My loving end greteful thoughts follow you.

7m SovsCh—
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Letter no., 48. 24 June 1940,

Afiuﬁ‘ ;.':_ caginy (3, i

1t did seem very odd and quaint to get a typed letter from you,
but it has some advantages! ¥or one thing, it is easier to take in
8s.a whole, and to be sure that one overlooks no point in ans ering;
and of course, it does take considcrable time when one wants to look
back, through handwritten letters, to find something when you @on't
remember which letter it weas in, 1 wes much interested slso by the
report of Iresident Conant's speech.

The events of the last few days have absorbed one's mind, and
still do, a&s the situation is not yet guite clear. There is no need
for me to comment on them: we will take them as read. lMleanwhile my
speeches, such es they ere, are all ready, snd my papers are in order.
1. leave for Dublin on Saturdey and return on Tuesday. The adcdress
is &t the Abbey Thestre on Sunday night (white tie) and the broadcast
some time on Mondeay. I shall be steying with Lennox Robinson, Sor-
rento Cottage, valkey, Co. Dublin: not thest I am there long enough to
matter, but I like you to know exactly where I em a2nd where I heve
been. I heve elso had some of my time taken up, as you cen imagine,
by locel and parochiel esctivities suitable to the times. And my in-
terview with Mr.Don was successful: as & result the Archbishop at-
tended the meeting and spoke (I was not there, s it was to consist
of authors ete, not connected with the publishing business).

I am glad to think that you ere all ready for the summer, with
hair waved end some new dresses, but am waiting to hear more exeactly
what you plans are. 1 feer that the summer may be a harder time for
you - end for others in Americe - while you have not your work to
teke your mind off Europe: but you must for every reason (end not
least to reassure me) devote it to building up strength and sere-
nity. And I suppose that by this time the lerkins's will have laid
their own plens for getting out of Boston. By the wey, I have not
heard from Mrs.Seeverns for some weeks, and wonder whether she is
settled yet at Millbank or not, Do you hear at all, or do the
ferkins's, from the Creswells, or enybody in Gloucestershire? Your
mention of the Lees-lMilnes' reminded me. I was pleesed to have the
message from Jeanie.

I fear that the Hinkleys will with time become more so, rather
then less, and will ceese to able to communicate at all with any but
the immediate family of Welch's, Wolcotts and Danes. And to Aunt S.,
at her age and with her restricted interests, a war only meens the
feer thet her grandsons would be sent abrosd.

UL grou will be somewhere else, end I should like & more di-
F e FASE - 8no KLC 8 more:- il
rect i _grif possible.







A couple of letters
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Letter No.
fﬁ%ﬁwﬁulh

I have no events to report since I last wrote ﬂnﬂ I don't
know where you ere, but I hope that you have ! all your end-
of-term duties in and neer Boston, and have lef €p- e complete
change of scene and company. I am all reedy to leave for Dublin
tomorrow morning, the last of the ?ovMGTitios . been completed.
When I return, 1 heve & couple of minor jobs of W*lting to do, to

teke me to theg end of July; and I hope, during Auzust, if

permit, to pey & few visits. We ze fair emount of news
Americen politi end I can imagine th?t at present foreign

occupy but 2 smell space in the American press. But even An
domestic politics mey be so much Ff:ecte; by what haprens in Burope
between now end November, thet I cannot pay very much attention to
them - we miss the egreeable Mr. Gram pw1ng who has had to gbandon
his trensetlantic broszdcasts. I heard a performence of the Eroicae
last night, epparently coming from Amsterdam; but I thought it ra-

| i

ther lenguidly conducted, by whom, I don't know.

1 had & very kind letter from Dr., rerkins, which I have ‘ans-
wered at once. He said nothing ebout their leﬂF for the summer,
or about his History, which 1 should like to know had been published.

I shaell.write &8s soon as I return. Thi
of writing; and even to put a few uni,trr=" i1g remark
gives the feeling of being in touch with you

' o s M ro 5{1(
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I wag glad to find your letter no,42 of June 16 on my re-
turn from Dublin, .the last, presumably, from Northampton. I
wish indeed that' I could have heard the Electra (I don't think
you said whose translation it was, I fear Gilbert Murray's, but
there 1s not much to choose from), I hope that there were some
photographs of it, which I may eventually see. You are now in
Maine (I don't know where Northport is) and I am glad to think
that you will have so much of the seaside, I only hope that
the "commungl" life of Grand Manan will not be fatiguing; but
Margaret Thorp 1s a person of such restless energy (I wonder what
her views on international politics will be) and T myself have
a terror of excessive community, when (as at Unc¢le Christopher's
camp) it means the complete deprivation of privacy..

I have had two days on the sea too, though I did not attempt
to bathe, The Lennox Robinsong' cottage has a most charming
situation on the shore, south of Dublin, looking out towards
Bray fead and the Wicklow hills, on a bay; and the eliffsg and
vegetation have a slightly riviera aspect. The weather was good.
I arrived on Saturday afternoonrand had a very full two days.

We whisked back to Dublin-after tea to hear a very dreary verse
play - a "@eirdre" by Douglas Hyde, who is no poet - performed

at the broadcasting station underithe direction of Mrs,James
Maecneill, widow of the last viceroy: stopping to congratulate the
performers afterwards. There were one or two good voices; but
the reat were not Irish enough: the best that could be said is
that they made the poetry sound a little better than it wass In
any case T can never get enthusilastic about Conchubar (pronounced
Geonnor) and Cuchulain (prodnounced ' Goohoolan) and the Red Branch
Kings and the Sldhe and Mananan and all the other furniture of
Irish folklore, Afterwards, dined with Mrs. MacNeill, a pleasant
woman, ‘at the one French restaurant, on Stephen's Green, and re-
turned to palkey by train, On Sunday, Mass at Donnybrook, fol-
lowed by a quick whiskey at the Fox Rock ¢iub, and then a lunch
party given by Dr. 0O'Brien, an economist at the university, at the
pun *~goghaire yvyaeht Club, There was a terrace, and small yachts
sailing about, as it were Marblehead on a quiet July day. A
party of people, including a Greek lectueer from Trinity College,
and a man whose name 1s somehow familiar, Frank MacDermot - 1s he
a producer? - whose wife informed me that she had been at one time
married to Scofield Thayer. Then back to a very large tea party
at-the Robinsons' - all the usual literary and theatre folk, like
the Longfords, and Fitz Gerald, and a great many other folk, some
of whom the Robinsons did not admit to knowing themselves. some
of the guests bathed, and there was a certain amount of group
photography on the lawn. After this, a short rest, a cold sup-
per, and then in to the Abbey. I had never been in that theatre
before, so my first sight of it was:from the stage. It is a:plea-
anfit 1ittle theatre, shabby and old fashioned, but excellent acoustics,







holding about 500 people, 1t was full. I think that my lec-~
ture on Yeats went off well, so far as I could judge: the au-
dience was attentive, applauded sufficiently, and there were no
political déménetrationss I don't mean that they would have
demonstrated against me, or againgst England; but that on any
Irish topic - such as Yeats's poetry, the Irish are sure to dis-
agree; and !T knew from my previous visit that Yeats?s pecullar
(and I should agree, to a large extent pernliclious) religious
heresieg have not made him altogether loved by the clerical

party - and a few:years ago, at least, the moral censorship of
books in Ireland, and of all art, was a very burning gquestion,
But I think I skated over thin ice pretty competently, indica=
ting that while I regarded Yeats-as the greatest poet of his

time T did not hold with all his views, but suggesting that these
were matters which could be better dealt with by the Irish them-
selves, and making clear that my Job there was purely literary
eriticism, Afterwards, there was a small party at the flat of

a Dr. Furlong, also something in the university, and then home

by ‘car. on Monday morning I was fetched by Desmond Fitz Gerald
(2 nice cosmopolitan man whom I have known off and on for some
years: after the 1916 rising he was sentenced to 20 years, but
the sentence was remitted on the conclusion of the treaty, and

he was a minister in the (¢6sgrave government, and is’ extremely
well disposed towards us) and spent the morning with him discuss=-
ing poetry and scholastic philosophy together with young Brian
goffey and Joseph Hone (who is writing Yeats' biogravhy). I

had to take a taxli all the way back to palkey, as Mrs. Yeats was
coming to lunch, (she is English, and was a cousin of the
ghakespears' - Mrs.Pound). That was agreeable and quiet, and
afterwards T got a short nap before going to a young intellectual '
tea party at Donagh mac Donagh's house in Sandymount; thence on
to the Post Office (Broadcasting sStatlion) where I gave a 20
minute broadcast talk on poetic drama, which seemingly was still
more successful than the lecture. After that, a pick me up at

a near by bar with one of the officials, ran into Delia Klernan
on the street, and then taken by Robinson to the flat of a Mrs.
Nolan for dinner. Mrs. Nolan a very agreeable woman who turned
out to have come from Salem Mass. née Hilda Johnson, but I don't
rémember any Johnsons there, but there was no doubt about 1it, she
had some unmistakeable water colours of salem and knew the peoplé.
And up early the next morning to return by aeroplane (this my
first venture into the air, but not at all terrifying).

There are many observations on pDublin that will keep.  AS
before, it was pleacant but fatiguing. one agssumesg a different
personality with the Trish: I am no longer the cold, correct
curzon-like figure that you know, but become a garrulocus joker.
They are a melancholy folk, the Irish, which is why they have to
be up to larks the whole time, and leg-pulling and hilarity. And
I find keeping up this geniallty a little tiring. still, it was
a change. The Robinsons are very nice indeed, very simple, and
1ike nearly everyone else, rather poor.. Mrs. R. is a grand-
daughter of o0ld Professor Dowden: they are both Protestants.

I know almost nothing about his plays, but I suppose they are







very good. (By the way, going next week to gsee an aAmerican
play which is highly praised, called Thunder Rock; I wonder if you
know anything about it). 3

T have been trying to keep rather quiet since my return;. the
only event has been spending yesterday afternoon:sitting on the
platffrm (between Rose Macaulay and Stanley Unwin) at a meeting to
protest against the application of Purchase Tax 1o Books. Faber
made, T thought, much the best speech; though Jack Priestley was
very effective: the M.P.s who spoke did not seem to me nearly such
finished orators. But that is perhaps because they speak too much:
Faber always gives the most careful preparation and ‘in ‘consegquence
talks very gzood English. T didnt have to say anything. Now I am
having a quiet weekend, I have recently made the acquaintance of
various people in the neighbourhood, and of the tenant of the ground
floor flat - something which would never happen in Kensington 1in
peace time,

This summer, though so crowded with public events, will be a
kind of vacuum, and I shall really be glad when it 1s autumn again.
To-day there 1s a good rain, which I welcome. What I should like
would be some work of immediate importance of a kind which I felt T
could do better than anybody else; but there doesn't seem to be any;
so one must patiently try to do as efficiently as possible the thing
that come to hand. I wish that I might be in Maine with you; yet
nothing on earth (except some task of natlional importance) would
make me want to leave England at present So I try to remember that

it is better to be far away from you, than to be with you and wish

that T was here,
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Letter no. 51.

Jeqﬂc‘" 2:.._,07

Your two letters 45 and 46, of the 24th and 28th June respec-
tively, errived together yesterday. I wes very glad to get the
news they contained. I don't wonder thet you felt let down at the
end of the term's activities; indeed I expected it; but I hope that
sea air in Maline will heop to set you up. I try often to think what
was heppening to you or to me just a year ggo; end though the lat-
ter part of the summer remains quite distinct in my mind apart from
all previous summers, the very beginning gets confused with the be-
ginnings of previous summers. I eemn that while events themselves
are perfectly clear, I can't zlways be sure whether they happened a
year ago, or two, or three. Your pearty of college girls, for in-
stance, 1 remember very clearly - with tea at the Hotel Russell etec.
end 1 am almost sure that that was & year ego, but 1 should hesitate
to affirm it under oath. That is ene conseqguence of the sort of
thing that has been happening since, and the speed of events.

I am very glad to hear of your seeing Henry and Lh erese, and
only sorry that my csble to him, which was meant to sound cheery
and reassuring, should have produced anything like &an ozf and or
snubbing effect. Actuslly, of course, 1 em es well off here as 1
sho 11d be in Wales. There is plenty to do. On returning from
Dublin I had to set to work to do my paper for the Church Summer
School, and have just completed it. Not having paid much atten-
tion to it before, 1 wondered, when I came to do it, why I had
been chosen for this paerticular subject and why 1 had esccepted:
it is "Elements of strength snd wekkmess in the English Tradition,
civil and religious" and ought to be done by an historian, which
I am not. However: I think 1+have eluded the dlfflcultles. I
shall only go to Oxford for one night - it is not the most salu-
brious spot in Englend in late July, enywey - so. &s not to miss
any of the A.R.P. lectures which I em following, with the inten-
tion of qualifying as a yvolunteer werden in Kensington: a duty
which, however, does not preclude my taking weekends of paying
visits. I em heving my Yeets lecture copied, so &s to send
copies to Mrs. Yeats asnd Mrs. Yeats, and there will be & copy for
yous. I presume .that if and when the Ferkins's go awey my let-
ters and communications will reach you in time. I should be
glad, however, to have ayproximete addresses, in case I wanted to
ceble to you - I was going to say, "now, you might have thought
of thetli"

; 1 wes very much plessed also thet you liked my
inscription. There were a few slterations I wented
Kenneth Clark preferred it in its original form.  The
ness, of course, is under the

Ministry of Information.
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Letter no. 52.
W M
r

I have ncothing particular to report during the last week:
a weekend conference at Jordan's, committees, ARF lectures, dined
with the Woolfs. This weekend 1 go to Cambridge - a week or two
sooner then 1 had intended, but Sundey night is the dedication
feast of St. lary Megdelen, so it seemed & suiteble occesion. I
shall elso see John, of course, and possibly the Innes's and Charles
Smyth. Just as 1 had completed hy address for the Summer School
of Sociology, ceme the news that the meeting hed been postponed
until the end of September: so I have now no jobs on hend (except
g review for the finsl number of "Iurpose®"™ which I promised to do
in honour of the occasion for Desmond Hawkins) and can think about
anything I like. I have to write & peper for a conference of the
Archbishop's (of York) in November, but it is no use thinking of
that too soon. I shell probably visit the Woolfs at thebeginning
of August, and go & little later to the Febers. I don't think I
shall take adventage of the Roberts's invitation, as lenrith is so
far awey; end the Kauffers have now returned to Aumerice.

I em very well, though somewhat under weight - but that is
due to any lack of food!l I know that I have eaten more butter
the last ten months than in any previous peried, and no less of

thing else except perhaps bacon.,

"Thunder Rock" is & wvery clever play indeed, 1 thought: the
convercations between the lighthouse keeper and the dead people
whose figures he has conjured up in his imegination to keep him
compeny ere very ingeniously menaged indeed. I don't think that
there is any Inglish dramatist who could do that sort of thinj
half so well, and Sean O'Casey's experiments seem clumsy in com-
parison. The pley falls down towards the end (very end is good)
simply because the author's command of idees, in contrast to his
command of stage technique, is puerile: & usual wesaskness in play-
wrights. The "Neighbourhood Theatre" where it isbeing given, is
a. little theatre in an adapted house in Harrington Road, between
Gloucester Road &nd South Ken. station - with the usuel odd mix-
ture of exhibitions of indifferent peintings and Sunday concerts
of fairly good quartets end soloists - and I kept thinking that if
you hed been here you might have been spending & night or two at
Aban Court (or in this house, &5 the office bedroom is still aveil-
gble forph me) and we should have gone together. There is nothing
else to see . at the moment that 1 know of, excert & season of mini-
ature operas which Ashley is starting at the kiercury next week.

I haven't poste d my Veats lecture yet, because 1 heve only
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that he has received
"Turpose".

you cennot be here, like to th
on & verandah or on & beach on the coast
and & see breeze, getting & little brown
though the weter is cold up there - per
eating lobster, though 1 do not thi
take - but so very delicious fresh
reve the coast of Cardigan to gc
much of American politics, ‘
Still, I heve known Americens to hold 0 ns about Eritish
1iticel

No letter from 0} .
when you are able to ill e longer. 1 heven't hesard
of any children for you ook after ye just want you to

gain as much heelth and
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Letter no. 53%.

Your two communicetions enclosing post
from Fortland, and the letter 48 of the 15th from Woods Holl, ar-
rived together; end the pictures roused many memoriee, the one
generel of early dey“ cruising on the Maine coast (this, I suj
was teken in.Casco Bey) and the other very particular. I wis
that 1 had sent mescages of regard -in time to the Elsgmiths and to
the children (let me see, Olcott, Taylor, Berbara, Dorothy and De-
boreh, but Olcott must have finished &t Hervard by now) but per-
haps you can convey them later, by letter or when you stop with
them sgain, I can still hear the bell-buoy tolling lezily on a
cuiet summer dey. I rejoice that you should have so much time
by the sea, and only regret the amount of time you heve to spend
travelling ffom plece to plece: if any one of the situations wes
ideal for such a stey, 1 should prefer you to heave two continuous
months in one place, Cataumet and Nantucket are close at hand,

I know. I hope that Mr. Noyes will not be fatiguing, as I know
you are likely to devote time to him in order to relieve lenelope
(to whom also affectionate greetings). (I have hed very friendly
letters from my cousins Sem and Will which I must answer: the rort-
land cousins eare always most loyal in keeping up relations and re-
membering one in time of trouble, though I have had good messages
from Alice and Leonard kertin in St.Louis too. The cousins whom

1 sew most of in childhood, the Hinkleys &and ¥Freé&, are the ones I
never hear from: it is Aunt Susie and Uncle Christopher who write).
But 1 am not a-good correspondent myself: I write egbout once a
fortnight to Aaa end once & month to Henry (I have written to him
to try to undo any unfortunste impyression that my ceble may heve
maede) . I am wvery glad that you communicate with Theresa even

when you cennot see her,

cards, one of the 9th

i

This week has been very busy with AR} lectures every night;
next week comes the examination. Another meeting also e&bout the
purchese tax on books, end I em trying to write an article on the
sub ject for Lecnard Woolf's "loliticel Quarterly" and then some-
thing connected with it for Christopher Lawson's "Dublin Review"
(which has nothing to do with Dublin or Irelend, beyond being R.C.).
It also seems that 1 shall have to write the "Christien News Let-
ter" for three weeks in order to help Oldhem to get a holidey; it
is flattering perhaps that he feels thet I am the only person he
wants to teke on during his absence, but I do not feel self-confi-
dent. This propebly meens that 1 shell put my visit to Wales to
the end of August, Olédhem is about 68 now, and has been working
under great pnessure ”dncc the beginning of the war., There is no
one who could really replece him - incidentally, he has an amazing
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gift for findipg out who are the right people for his purposes, and
getting in touch with bhhem; and the C.N.L. is now read, I believe,
in several important government guarters. S0 it is all the more
essentiel tnat he should heve some relief now. Anyweay, many people
will not be leaving town at all. After 1 finish this I must go to
their office and teslk to Miss Iredale about arrangements.

I can't remember whether 1 e pleined about Tom Faber, as 1
evidently had not done so by the time you got my last letter before
you wrote. The point is that he is 13, and hes just won & scholar-
ship to .Oundle, which is & very .ood school iov boys of & scientific
bent; and Geoffrey feels, duite rightly, I think, that at that
his education should not be interrupted. The other children,
course, are now too old to go. The Tendys have decided not Tn
their children, Georgina Lobree is, 1 believe, still very hapy
with the Hotsons, who are devoted to her; and at this moment is pro-
bably gembolling about on the shore of Frenchmen's Bay, where they
have a summer cottege. The Hotsons seem to have & very happy ac-
tive life on the whole: there is something perennielly childlike
ebout them , e&nd they have just enough brains and not too much.

I don't know cof any other children whom their parents want to send
at present. 1t was very sweetl of Henry to want to take Tom, and
I wrote to explain the circumstances to him. In eny cace Tom
would have to be sent to boerding school somewhere; end Henry and
Theresa would probably spoil &and pamper cngilLbLTy any child in
their chargel But I think that with Henry's nervousness and frail
health, to be responsible for & child for the first time in his
life might be a good deal of & strain on him. ..%.. The Times, I
think it wes, in expressing apireciation of the offer of Boston

to take children, solemnly TEMaT Kked in commendation that bLoston
wés the XxxExkimm centre of traditional Americen culture - and
therefore, presumably, the best place for the children of readers
of that newspaper.

Your letter 48 was & very good one, 1t is very true that
that one can learn certein things about & person when seperate
from them, by seceing them in & different fﬁ:d,ective and in re-
letion to their work end duties - though one can have too much of
that point of view! And 1 feel, of course, & certain constraint
(which has to be reciprocel, elas, to some extent of discretion)
in letter writing now, which mekes it different from any previous
winter. (I sy "winter" still, because in that sense it will al-
ways be winter: for me until communication can be by speech as well
as by letter).

I hed & good weekend at Cambridge, though the weather was not
guite so benign as in May - on the other hand on my lsst vifit 1

wes concerned ebout the possibility of being inte;raf in Ite
1 sew John Hayward, of course; the Innes's;
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Letter no. 54.
,dm,@,t‘ ﬂk
by
vour letter 49 of the 22nd July arrived, but has had to walt
for several days for an answer, I had a longer: succession of eve-
nings out than usual: Montgomery Belglon came up to town on leave
for a couple of nights, so I had to dine with him on Sunday; the
C.N.IL.. comrmittee as usual on Monday; Tuesday night to the Mercury
to have a chat with Ashley and the Brownes, who were here for two
days; and incidentally looking on at the "intimate opera® (with
three singers on the stage!) which he is now running there; Wednes-
day the chandos Group medting; Thursday dined with the Hutchinsons
and Hugh Walpole. This week I have to go to the Mercury again to
meet General de Gaulle, who is belng specially invited with Denis
Saurat. otherwise, having finished an article for the Politiecal
Quarterly (but I am not satisfied with it) and having sent it to
Geoffrey in wales (where he has Jjust withdrawn with bolils on his
face: the work and worry of the Publishers' Associlatlonhave been
very heavy all winter, and I don't think G. has a very strong con-
stitutions he is too fat and heavy, and suffers from lack of exer-
cige) I have gettled down to the work of the ¢.N.L. which 1 find
very trying at first, It has taken me the whole weekend to ela-
borate a four-page "letter", and by tomorrow I may want to scrap it
and start all over. This job - which, as I sald, I have taken on
for three weeks to 1ét Oldham get a rest, which he very badly needs
will keep me to the grindstone: the actual writing will be done at
weekends - which means that T can't get away until’/the end of the
month, T have never had the experience of having to write weekly
articles - except when I réviewed for the Athenaeum, -and that 1s
very different; and T have not the fund of toplecs that 0ldham has,
or, what is still more remarkable, his ability to put his hand on
just the right man to tell him what he wants to know, There are
half a dozen regular topics which must not be dropped, as well as
whatever turn up from moment to moment. 1f somebody makes an lim-
portant speech during the week, that helps. But one has to try to
keep up with periodicals, parliamentary reports etc., and of course
T can only give half my time to thls,. well, you will -see for your-
gelf whether the results are adequate. But the weather 1s now warm
and sultry, and I envied you on the beach, in the water, and sall-
ing in yachts. I have never in my life had-a sail in your company.
Meanwhile I am to have my ARP oral examination on Tuesday, SO0 must
spend Monday afternoon mugging up my notes and the manual. I be-
lieve the test 1is not an exacting one. After that I expect to be
supplied with ("issued with" 1 fear you would say) a kit, consisting
of a helmet, a sult of overalls, and possibly rubber boots, and
take one night a fortnight on duty at the local posti nearby; and
that's all it amounts .to in these times, (you won't confuse the
ARP with the LDV, I hope).

4 August 1940.

I could not tell from such tiny photographs (very welcome they
were, however, but I hope that one of your hosts wlll have a bigger
camera) how well you may be looking. oné of them suggested that
you had put on a little weight, but that may merely have been an 1l-
lusion due to the position! Anyway, 1t seems to be a good symptom
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1 am a very 400r correspondent at jresent, and shall be for the
next two weeks; end 1 heve written no other private letters at ell
A more praciised journelist, no doubt, couléd turn out his weekly
copy in much less time then I, end probably give the ten thousand
odd resders as much or more satisfaction. But it is not simply
that I em a very slow and difficult writer. When one is only run-
ning & paper for three weeks, what one writes in those three issues
becomes rether conspicuous; & new editor is reed with the critical
attention of unfemilierity; and one feels an obligation to meke the
best job of it one cene. On Fridsy end Saturday I em brooding over
whet to write; on Sunday afternoon and evening I lash myself up to
doing a draft; on lMonday morning I go to the office in Dorset Square
end go through the correspondence; on liondey night I dine with Ham-
bleden (the only member of the committee now in town) and discuss
whet 1 have written. Then 1 have three mornings in which to re-
write my dreft and do eny of the things which 1 should normally be
doing in the morning. On Thursday I go to press; and by taking
Fridey morning at Russell Squere, 1 spend the afternoon at Belcombe
Street (Dorset Squere), correcting my proof, dictating letters, and
reading the weekly periodicals. So ‘the work 'is prectically conti-
nuous . It has happened that I heve also had three rether diffi-
cult books to deel with, with quite different problems connected
with esch, for F & F; which involves interviewing two authors, one
translator, and two litersry agents. Geoffrey, of course, is ha-
ving & well earned rest in Weles, soothing his boils. 1 go there
by the way on the 30th for ten days or so; &s I wind up my offici-
a1 duties for the News Letter on the 29th by giving a short talk

in @& C.N.L. series at St. Mary Woolnoth, Lombard Street. To-day

1 heve Denis Ssurst and Fhilipre Barres (son of Maurice Barrés) to
lunch; but this week and next I am keeping cleer of evening engage-
ments. 1 have pessed my A R I test (not very brilliantly, I feer)
and heve received my cerd but not my kKit. And we are weaiting anx-
jously to learn the result of the Supplementary Budget debete this
afternoon, because of its importence to the survivel of the pub-
lishing industry. I must ‘sey that the Archbishop of Centerbury
has given & great deal of energy to helping us to get the book

tax modified.

Well, I em rather enjoying the extra work, but hope that I
shell be sble to regerd it with setisfaction when it is over,
am so behind in writing that I have three of your letters, 50
(I am allowing your numbers to creep up on me, and must meake

later) and en unnumbered one, written earlier from Seturdey C

1 don't remember Northport, but Blue Hill 1 remember very cleerly.
That is all very fsvourite co mtry of mine; and the South Shore
hes never apvealed to me so much - though indeed I have only the
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Letter 56.
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hﬁve now passed for :resr my -1

Monday to resume the tesk. 1
done with these three issues, but
have &t least done no
in the editor'
treati
to- e
the

been unsble it

thet my cor

with the
issue , and
not very

ave
e sy ounﬁwrn
ast

am

view thL1J
result
ders who
any journe
of keo*le unﬁnown
tion of what one saj
modes of writing sometimes

I am very ept to make owT% the minin
perticular point. The di ‘fiCWWt}
exectly what one mes rather
thet people are not

loose statements

is not there at

J..-..A

one'!
fﬂcing.

i,

Now on Thursdey e
have to compose over
Wales, My duties as Warden
heve been limited to a little
quiet neighbourhood to patrol

20 minute tealk

the wee

But I have had no lettier
can atfribute to your being in & remote
ing near when you return to Northampton:
vecation be the most restfull Iy mind
tures of our situstion =a ggo: theat
1s one of the clearest memories I heve.
also.

Flas

place,

may the

turns often to

breathless
And, I

vyou since

iIrom
B,

vear

hope,

write unti

1 the

wonld

necesse
Tith sy

1 nf your
vivid pic-

fortnight or so
with

you
v







