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THE

CRITERION

ALQUARTEREY REVIEW
EDITED BY T. S. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q543 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS | FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON LONDON, W.Ca

7 YOO ﬂf‘

I have missed one mail, but fortunately have the Queen lMary
tomorrow. I have had another short period in bed, from Friday
to Xamxdax Monday, and am not allowed to go to huasell Square un-
til tomorrow. Probably I got up too soon apter my previous
slight larynglitis, but that was not the doctor's fault: I had to
keep my engegement to speak at the Mansion House. S50 he is keep-
ing me quiet a little longer. It was only a cold in the head,
with temperature - no trouble with the throat or chest; and a-
gain I slept peacefully for most of two days, and feel much re-
freshed. After Lent I think I may go away for a week. But my
general health remsing quite sound. With my crooked nose and ca-
tarrh I am liable to cateh & cold when a bit tired.

1 March 1938,

Your letter of the 21lst (Queen Mary) arrived this morning,
and I thank you for such a long one. I am delighted that you
should have been re-appointed, and for two years - even wWith a
slight rise after the first year. You will indeed be sorry when
he11g0ﬂ goes: he seems to me to be an admirable Head, with the
sympathy and understanding encouragement necessary to get the best
out of his staff. But by that time you will be well entrenched,
and will be on equal ootluﬁ with the rest of the staff with the
new President, whoever he will Dbe.

I should think that your speech instruction might very well
developed in the direction of drilling the glrls in the reci-
of poetry, and to some extent in choral workt I say to
extent, because there 1s so little verse 1in exlstence which
itself properly to choral work. It 4s ridiculous, of
course, that the Speech Training and the Dramatic work sno;lj be
completely divorced. What I think is that the Dramatic depart-
ment ought to be merged in the Speech department, and not vice
Versa. I am rather sceptical anyway of the advisablility,zfn
a college course, of attemptling to traln people to be either
actods of playvwrights or producers! I think it is speclallising
to0 soon. I think that all to some exteut, and those who hope to
get into theatrical work to a greater extent, should be thorough=
ly drilled in the use of thelr voices and in an appreciation of
the best spoken English - almost as necessary for those who are




going to write plays as for those who are oing to act them;

and they ought to be trained in movement and control of their
bodies, But I think that the drameatic work ought to be extra-
curricular - such as what you did at Seripps. That is excel-
lent for them! but 1t ought to be partly a diversion, and cer-
tainly not a qualification for an A.B. I wondered whether the
work of Hallie Flanagan's pupils at Vassar - some of it of course
first rate, for she 1s an admirable producer and trainer - was not
taken so serlously as to interfere with their more academic stu-
dies. I know nothing of Sam Eliot, except that he is said to
be rather cross-grained and opinionated. I imagined that he was
not very popular.

I rejoice to hear that competent crities comnsider that you
look so much better than last summer: you must keep that in mind
as next summer approaches. Thank you for more information about
your schedule, Evidently you have very little time to yourself;
but I applaud your getting to bed early (I think I should be ra-
ther hungry by 10.30 if I dined at 6, so I hope you have hot milk
or something before you go to bed) and it is a great satisfaction
to learn that you have been sleepling so well.

L]

No, I{mind your reading from the two Shakespeare lectures to
friends - ‘8o long as you make clear to them that they are only
drafts, and that I consider that there is much to be amended and
to be qualified, as well as much that needs expanding. I only
prefer that, in their present provisional form, they should not
be quoted from or referred to publicly by anybody.

I hope you will mention me to Sir Herbert and to his daugh-
ter also, 1f she is the one who has a Dutch husband who is a pro-
fesgor in New York - I met them in June. (Incidentally, I en-
close some very bad snaps taken in Edinburgh in June by an un-
known young lady who sent them to me not long ago together with
a book which she asked me to sign for her). Grierson 1is rather
a grand old man, I think, a great scholar and humanist. I hope
you will hear him read aloud, from Burns or Milton or Donne. He
is an Orcadian by origin, but his accent is Aberdeen.

It 1s good of you to persist on behalf of Michael Roberts.
his

Did I send you a copy of his book "THE Modern Mind" and if not
shall I do s0?% It might be useful to show people as an indica-
tion of the quality of his own mind.

Thank you for the N.Y. cuttings about Murder, which I am very
gled to have, because I have still heard nothing at all from any
of them since they arrived, and I do not know yet why they changed
thelr plans and went to New York.

Yes, I shall now fight for "The Family Re-union"(or Reunion)
title. I went last week - I think it was after I last wrote-




again to St.Denig' production of "Three Sisters" and was more
impressed and moved than the first time. I did regret that
you could not see it! as nearly perfect & production as 1 ever
hope to see. And I admire Tchehov as a dramatist more than
any other modern playwright - I flatter myself that I have been
influenced by him in "The Family Reunion"

Letter writing - I mean letters like ours - 1s indeed some-
thing that one has to learn to develop. I said "something" so
ag to avold using the term "an art" because that sounds too de-
liberate, and what one has to cultivate 1s the letter as a par-
ticular form of conversation. Many "good" letters often read
as if they were written with an eye to a larger public - and that
kills them. The only "ivte rgry letters that are worth reading
are those which carry the conviction that the author intended
them only for the eye of one verson - or rather, that he or she
had only that one person in mind in writing them. I am so often
guite dissatisfied with my letters to you - though not on the
ground of artificiality: It sometimes seems as 1f the things
that are worth saying were the things that occur to one at mo-
ments when one cannot write them down; and that when 1 sit down
to write only the dcily trifles come to the top of my mind. What
one has to do is to maﬁe letters (I mean to a Dartjcular ﬁe*gon.)
an integrel part of one s week, the most important of all one s
conversations. 1 ~

I shall hope to hear more of the fur coat. If you are go-
ing to get one, don 't walt until Spring. But how much DOES mink
cost? :

ﬁh g é\h—:;o
m







BUSTOPHER JONES: THE ST.JAMES'S STREET CAT.

Bustopher Jones is not skin and bones -

In fact, he's remarkably fat,

He doesn't haunt pubs -~ he has eight or nine clubs,
For he's the St.James's Street Cat!

He's the Cat we all greet as he walks down the street
In his coat of a fashionable black;

No ecommonplace mousers have such well-cut trousers
Or such an impeccable back.

In the whole of St.James's the smartest of names is
The name of this Brummel of Cats;

And we're all of us proud to be nodded or bowed to
By Bustopher Jones in white spats!

One club he has fixed on's the Wormwood and Brixton
(For it is against the rules
For any smart Cat to belong both to that
And the Joint Correctional Schools).
For a similar reason, when game 1s in season
He goeg, not to Fox's, but Blimp's;
And he's frequently seen at the gay Stage and Screen,
Which has excellent winkles and shrimps.
In the season of venison he gives his benison
« 7To the Pothunter's succulent bones;
To SLop ™ And Jjust before noon's not a moment too soon
’ at the Drones.
Jor = When he's seen in a hurry there's probably curry
At the Slamese,~or at the Glutton;

If he looks full of gloom then he s been to the Tomb
With Dbishops ahd cabbage and mutton.

So, much in this way, passes Bustopher's day -

At one club or another he's found.

It can be no surprise that under our eyes

He has grown unmlstakeably round.

He's a twenty-five pounder, or I am a bounder,
And he's putting on weight every day;

But he's so well preserved because he's observed
All his life a routine - so he'll say.

Or to put it in rhyme: "I shall last out my time"
Is the word of this semeet of Cats: Shwlel
It must and it shall be Spring in Pall Mall
While Bustopher Jones wears white spats!
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CRITERION

ATCQUARTERLY REVIEW
EDITED BY T. S. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q§43 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS ! FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON LONDON, W.C.1

A, Boa.,

I must post a short note to catch the Bremen and to thank you
for your letter of the 24th by the Buropa. L have nothing much to
report, except that I am recovering strength, had a sitting last
night, and tomorrow (Saturday) afternoon go for a walk with John
in Brompton Cemetary which 18 not far away. I am interested to
hear of your experiment with Sweeney Agonistes: but I still think
that the verse was conceived at an impossibly fast tempo for re-
citation or acting, and this will prevent it from being anythlng
but a curiosity. I hope both that you will come here and that
I ghall come to America. I have a cable from Lrowne announcing
receipt of my draft of the Family Reunlon. Nothing aboyt the
success of Murder, but Mrs.Dukes to whom + spoke on the telephone
thinks that the move to lew York was forced by Gilbert Miller, and
that it may have been imprudent. She seems very anxious. I
dont know whom Martin had in mind for the new play except Beatrix
Lehmann. And I'm delighted about the leopard cat (I know of
tiger cats, but never hears of a leopard cat before) except that
you wont get much use out of i1t now - I only hope that it will
8till be stvlish next year.

4 March 1938 .

S

[ G

I sometimes wonder why you suddenly address a letter to Russell

Square. I get it jJust the same - but about five hours later

than when you send it to Emperor's Gate!







> EXTRACTS AND COMMENTS

AENDES HONORABLES. Mr. T. S. Eliot has kindly written
to us drawing attention to a grave misunderstanding which
may arise from our all too brief reference to his important
observations in the current CRITERION:

In your admirable ‘‘Extracts and Comments,”’ which I invari-
ably tead with profit, I am a little nettled to find, in the current
number, a brief reference to my having commented ‘‘charitably’’
on Lord Nuffield’s benefactions to Oxford. While I hope that
my comments always show Christian charity . . . I take a mild
exception—not to the brevity of the reference—but to the use of
the word ‘‘charitably’’ in such a brief reference. Are you sure
that all your readers will take it simply that I have shown Chris-
tian charity towards this appalling blunder? —and that they will
not interpret your remark as meaning what in journalistic
language is called ‘‘qualified approval”’? I wished to express
unqualified disapproval . . .

We would deeply regret any such deplorable misunder-

standing; and can plead only that the justice and urgency

of Mr. Eliot’s comment seemed to us so self-evident that we

were the more impressed with his charity and moderation.

We can find less excuse for having referred with such casual

brevity to Mr. Eliot’s important and almost solitary protest

against a situation fraught with a threat of sheer disaster to

the University of Oxford. For, as Mr. Eliot goes on to com-

plain, “So far as I know; mine was a solitary voice of

warning against the subjection of the Oxford {"Dominus

[luminatio Mea’ to the purposes of materialisrn.””  Still

more deplorable is that fact that, so far as we are aware, no

effort has yet been made by the responsible authorities to

meet Mr. Eliot’s protest, let alone to avert the irremediable :

degradation to which their action has exposed the /

University. /
Brother George Every, S.S.M., has kindly sent us an

advance copy of a letter which is to be published in full in

the next number of CHRISTENDOM :

A paragraph in Penguin’s admirable review of periodicals in
the January Blackfriars, contrasting Fr. Casserley with Fr.
Micklewright, and Barthian tendencies with what he calls the
““monistic and immanentist ‘Christian Platonist Nominalism’ *’
of F. D. Maurice demands a protest. Fr. Micklewright’s is not
the only possible view of Maurice, and is at certain points highly
controversial . . .

217




BLACKFRIARS

But though I have no doubt that Penguin is right and Anglicans
in general and the Christendom group in particular have a lot of
thinking to do about Nature and Grace, in the process of thought
Maurice does not seem to stand for theological liberalism, but for
the supremacy of the Bible and the creed over the scholasticism
%f St}.1 Thomas and over the classical Protestantism of Luther and

arth.

We hasten to explain that it was in no wise our intention
presume to pass judgment on the authentic interpretation of
the mind of Maurice, and are indeed relieved that Mr.
Micklewright’s exposition of his views is not to pass un-
challenged. We would also assure Brother Every that we
too, with St. Thomas himself, stand emphatically for the
supremacy of the Bible and the creed over the scholasticism
of St. Thomas!

CONTEMPORANEA. ANALECTA O.P. (Nov.-Dec.): A Letter from
the Master-General of the Order of Preachers recalls the part
played by Dominicans in the reunion of the Eastern and
Western Churches at the Council of Florence, the fifth cen-
tenary of which is to be marked by renewed efforts for reunion.

ART NOTES (Jan.-Feb.): The Undeveloped Resources of Catholic
Art by E. 1. Watkin. Some account, with illustrations, of the

new churches and schools of F. X. Velarde.

CitE CHRETIENNE (Jan. 20): La place de la morale dans les
affaires by Georges Tellerman: ethics versus business integrity ?

EASTERN CHURCHES QUARTERLY (Jan.): The Orthodox and
Edinburgh, 1937 by Dom Bede Winslow. Dr. Arendzen
examines Sophiology.

HocHrLAND (Feb.): Von Spengler zu Dawson by Dr. Ludwig
Arnold is a valuable comparative study and appreciation of
Christopher Dawson’s philosophy of history. Das ékumen-
ische Gesprich: an estimate of the Oxford and Edinburgh
conferences by Dr. Otto Iserland.

IRELAND To-DAy (Feb.): Man and the Machine by S. J. Murray.
Democracy at Bay by Cecil ffrench Salkeld (‘‘Denial of demo-
cracy is an admission that Christianity has failed.”’). Eire or
Ireland by H. R. Chillingworth (““God may save Ireland; Eire
is past praying for.””)

IRENIKON (Nov.-Dec.): L. Zander gives an admirable critical
appraisal of the Oxford and Edinburgh conferences as seen by
an Orthodox.

RevUE THOMISTE (Jan.): La nature de la Théologie spéculative
by R. Gagnebet, O.P.: Theology—affective piety or rigorous
science? La paix selon la conception chrétienne by P. de
Languen-Wendels, O.P. De la connaissance poétique by J.

218
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THE
CRITERION
A QUARTERLY REVIEW

EDITED BY T. 8. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q§43 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS : FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON LONDON, W.C.1

AGM—?A-L

I must send you & short note by the mid-week Ile de France,
and will write more fully by the fast packet at the end of the
week. (I shall have more time then too, for this week the first
three evenings are those taken - I am still dolng my best to
limit my outgoings to three evenings a week, but as you see 1
cen't space them as 1 would. Last night to fill in a gap at
a dinner party at the Fabers', as Barrington-Ward had to take
Dawgon 8 place at The Timeg, so I was palred off with his wife -
there were also the Kelth Feilings - Mrs.F. quite a lively lady
in her fifties - and E.V.Knox of Punch, whom I knew, and his wife;
and in the evening we played a curious card game which they in-
sisted on calling Pea-BODY, though I protested. Tonight to
dine with dreary Hugh Macdonald (a charity event) and tomorrow is
C,ristina Morley's birthday).

8 March 1938.

I was distressed by your influenza; indeed I wish that I could
have nursed you. I do hope you will be careful for some time to
come, for that kind of upset, very vleasant, may return. X And
I do hope that you have had your fur coat for the last of the cold
spells. I suppose it will soon be soft and slushy and relaxing.

Thank you for your news about the play. As I think I told
you, according to Madame Rambert, the decision to go to New York
was forced by Miller. I hope they will be able to recoup some-
what in the sticks. I expect that the actors will get paid, 1
am only afraid that Ashley will be very badly hitj and I want him
to be able to start on The Family Re-union with enthusiasm. And
I am all the more anxious that he should meke & little money out
of that.

I am interested in your seeing the "documentaries". Paul
Rotha, whose real name is sald to be Tommy Tompkins, only that 1s
not so good in the film business, Wrote a book on the subject
which we published - would you like to see 1t? And 1 have been
having a good deal to do, 1n theway of business,with Hohn Grier-
son, who may have produced some of those you saW.
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THE

CRITERION

A QUARTERLY REVIEW
EDITED BY T. §. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q543 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS : FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON LONDON, W.C.1

11 March 1938,
«47 P

I hope that you are now fully recovered from your intestinal
flu, and that the weather 1s springlike, or alternatively that
you have your fur coat. I am rather impatiently waiting for
news from Dukes or Prowne, to know how much longer they are likely
to stay in the States, because I want to be able to make plans
about the new play, and until I can make plans about the play I
cannot make any plans about coming to America.

I do not.find yet that I have as much time for reading and
reflexion as I had hoped. For one thing, this sitting for a por-
trait is rather tiring, as it means that I am out nearly every
evening - even 1f L have only two engagements in a week, with
three evenings of sittings that 1g five evenings out - so I am apt
to be rather tired in the mornings. That cannot last last more
than another ten days or so, as the painting has to be sent to the
Academy on the 25th. I think it may be rather good. And then
there are always surprises, Lunehing on Sunday with the Vicar
and Fr.S5lzinger of Mirfield, who preaches here on Sundays during
“ent, I lost a backing from a front tooth, which has meant two
mornings thlg week, and probably another two next week, at the
dentist's. I had hoped to do some steady Lenten reading, and
still hope to get some done. Tomorrow (Saturd&y} I hove to have
all to myself. Well, I hope you are doing better than I in this
respect! Have you any particular courses of preaching in North-
ampton during this time?

I have wished especlially that I could have been with you,
while you have been ill - more so even than when 1 am 11l myself,
for then I am torpid and sleepy. Do the Perkins s know whether
they will be in Campden again this summer or not?-

= ~~
I thought that youranalysis of the C;T§Ww~ EEetT s

reasons against the success of Murder
1n New York was very convincinge.

—

-_—
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EDITED BY T. S. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q§43 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS : FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON LONDON, W.C.1

q
%ﬁl va’ 7(79\./& ’
Your letter of the 8th by the Queen liary arrived yesterday,
and this is to go by the Queen Mary tomorrow, It is difficult
to thinkoof personal affairs with all that is golng on - which was
not unexpected, but, I think, not expected so soon. I do not
think that we shall have war this summer. S50 far as we are con-
cerned, I think that this marks a new phase of the tendency to au-
thoritarianism. The government may alter in personnel - at a
pinch, it will mean the inclusion of Churchill (who has been speak-
ing rather well) and probably Lloyd George into a government of
national emergency - it might even mean the return of Eden to some
Cuuln@t position - but I do not see a general electlion - unless the
government should force 1t in order to strengthen thelr position
further: as the Labour party is being as futlle as ever. But we
shall gradually get more regulations and restrictions. I think
Hitler will want a period of some duration to consolidate his con-
gquest of Austria - probably not so simple as hls announcements
would give one to believe: before he proceeds to try to swallow
Czechoslovakia, At the moment, it would seem that the policy of
German conciliation of The Times and Lord Halifax had been tho-

15 Marech 1638.

roughly rebuffed: it will be inters tlrk to see how long Halifax remains

in office. I do not see how Hitler's programme can accept indef-
'nitely the eyl-tence of the hostile and highly armed spot of
Czechoslovakia in the middle of his empire.

have a letter from Dukes, at last, saying tha he and a part
company wWill be back on Monday, and Martin and the rest a
later. am only anxious to know how badly cripglea finan-
Su‘cs nill have been by this gamble. He speaks hopefully
dueing The ‘uu' y Reunion "as soon as “osaible”. (No, what he
that 1% go on the stage soon"
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, I have thought, when reading of the Californlan floods, how
as you were not there. I can understand your preference for
D It seems to me the difference between & small college which
happened to have several congenial people 1n it, and a large college.
In 2 large one, 1 suppose it is “1“ays very difficult to mmmk get to
know the most intersting people of o,hcr d@turtments ~ though meet-
ing people in other lines than ne's oWwn is one of the most important
stimulli.




I applaud your design of golng to Charleston for your Easter
holiday - I dont think you could do bettey. After Easter, I ex-
pect to go to Lisbon for about a week to take part in a jury to de-
cide the amard of the " Camoens prhze'. This sounds rather silly,

I am sure, My invitation to spend a week in Portugal at the ex-
pense of the government doubtless comes at the instance of Antonio
Ferro, the head of the Portuguese fropaganda Department, whom 1 know.
We happen to be, more or less, Salazer s publishers in this country -
which happened through my knowing gpmebody who knew somebody who
knew Ferro. But I consulted, thyfugh a friend, the Chlef Adviser
on Foreign Relations (Vansittart) and he urged me to accepte. I will
give you details when I know them: I should be away after Laster un-
til early in lay.

Oh dear, it is hard to be personal, even Wwhen one 1s alone with
cgelf, and to onself, at a time like thls! and a searchlight play-
g about outside, from somewhere in North fensington, 1s an addition
stlesshess. There is the danger, too, of lettling one's mind
prepare itself exclusively for the possible external dangers and hor-
rors, and neglecting the inner discipline which must be Jjust the same
whether the outside world is peaceful and easy, or disturbed. And
(for one thing) I feel that it 1is only in so far asg We put our minds
and hearts on the perpetual things and problems, that we can continue
to grow nearer together in absence: because space and local circum-
stance and current évents do not matter to those - they are always
the same wherever We are or whatever goes oni: and I struggle to put
my mind on them at this season.

ﬂ&ff. 5;u. E%fx?ﬁ«ﬁiq
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NE of the most fantastic of the
political rumours of the past

O week has been the inclusion in

some quarters of the name of Lord
Baldwin among those who have been
said to be pressing Cabinet reconstruc-
tion gn Mr. Chamberlain.

When Lord Baldwin retired a friend
of mine asked him what he intended to|
do with his leisure. He replied with a|
typically robust remark. “You can be|
sure of two things.” he said. “1 shan't|
shout at the man at the wheel; and 1}
shan't spit on the deck.” l

If Lord Baldwin speaks in the House
of Lords in any of this summer’s big
debates his only aim will be to help hig
SUCCESSO0T,

* *

()NE eurious point about the Polish-

Lithuanian dispute, now happily
solved. is that the frontier is the only
one which has mnever
been opened since the
war. But, in spite of
harbed wire entangle-
ments, it is not as undis-
turbed as one might imagine. 1 am told
that bold patripts on either side of the
line crawl out on dark nights and move
the frontier a few yards nearer the
* eniemy.’”

A friend who flew from Riga to War-
saw the other day was reminded of the|
inconvenience of this disputed frontier|
even to air traffic. After about an hour’s|
flight the plane in which he was travel-|
ling suddenly banked steeply for no very
obvious- reason and set off on a mew
course. They had rounded the corner of
Lithuania—but they had been obliged to
fly almost into Russia to do so.

The Only
Unopened
Frontier

#* #*

A T the Lilian Baylis Memorial Dinner |
i at the Mansion House last week|
there were excellent and persuasive |
speeches by the Duke of
Kent and Mr. A. P.
Herbert. But I was par-
ticularly interested to
hear Sir Edward Marsh
break a resolution by merely rising to
his feet and opening his mouth.

At the dinner given in his honour some
time ago Sir Edward, while carrying off
the oratorical honours of the evening,|
declared that he wished to be known as
* Single-speech ™ Marsh. 1 thought then
that it was an unhappy ambition and I
am glad that there has been some
weakening of it. Sir Edward’s voice is|
not what Mr. Churchill once called it—
a “resonant organ.’ But microphone
and amplifier remove that difficulty and
present him as potentially one of the best
after-dinner speakers we have.

The Lord Mayor, who presided, is
always brief. clear-cut and concise. He

“ Single-
Speech ”
Marsh

is vigorously maintaining the traditioruzl
of the Mansion House as a platform from|
which great causes are broadeast to the
world, which reminds me that his plea
for the relief of distress in China, given|

on the wireless last week, was not oniy
convincing, but most effectively delivered

THE TOWN

By AUTOLYCUS

()N Wednesday the premises of the
Mew  University Club in St
James's Street go into the auction-room
to be offered for letting
Charles on building lease. Thus
James Fox's it is not unlikely that in
House the near future the build-
ing will be pulled down to

make room for a modern block.
1f this proves to be the case, Londin
may lose another of her historic houses.

| ing a single fragment of the mosaic work,

atlantic Bee were too simple, Britain is

practically virgin soil for the Spelling

3 &\l Bee, and 1 expect that to-day’s victims

> el « Will writhe in the toils as the American
% . = & pioneers did two years ago.

P On the other hand to-day’s contest will
all| be robbed of some terrors because the
rival teams will confront each other in|
the same studio with only one Spelling|
Master, Mr. Frederick Grisewood, whose
soothing bedside manner should be a
great help. For the Transatlantic Bees
the players had to sit in a seml—clrclei
round the microphone, each one|
equipped with headphones,

* #*
N]_R. T. S. ELIOT has been invited oy
the Portuguese Government o
visit Lisbon next month as its guest and
as the British representa-

Portugal's tive on the international
£32,000 Prize jury which is to make tha

first. award of the
Camoens Prize. Mr. Eliot has accepted
the invitation and will spend about a
week in Portugal,

Visits of this kind are regarded in
official circles as particularly welcome
at the present time. According to Sir
Robert Vansittart, the visit to a foreign
capital of a poet of Mr. Eliot's distinc-
tion and repute can contribute much, 14

-~

mosaics that cover so much of the w
space of this famous church have been|
hidden from public view for nearly one
hundred years.

Professor Whittemore has succeeded
in revealing these marvellous specimens
of Byzantine art, dating from the fifth
to the twelfth century, without disturb-

and he was able to show on the screen
photographs in colour which made the
pictures—mainly portraits—stand out
in all their original brilliance.

San Sofia has quite recently been
declared a museum after being a mosgue
for nearly 500 years: and it is thanks to
the tact of Professor Whittemore and
the enlightened régime of Atatiirk that
this important work of restoration has

been possible.

LOR.‘D HEWART must find it a refresh-
ing novelty to be trying some case

other than that of Keith Williams versus

Brady. This suit, in

which the jury gave their

#*

Nomn-Stop

—_—

No. 9, Arlington Street
[From a drawing by Hanslip Flelcher

I refer to No. 9, Arlington Street, at the
back of St. James’s Street, which, with
No. 10, is included in the site of 9,000
square feet to be let.

An L.C.C. plaque on No. 9 records its
asgociation with Charles James Fox, who
lived there from 1804 to 1806.

All who have fallen under the spell
of the man whom Creevey called the
“ incomparable Charley " will recall that
Fox made the house the seat of the
operations against the Addinglon
Ministry., And it was

kill him first made its appearance.

* *
L

ARGE audiences were attracted last
Street,

week to University College, Gower
to hear Professor Whittemore
lecture on the latest
results of his labours in
Istanbul's San Sofia, For

San Sofia
Discoveries

while he was!
living there that the illness which was to|

verdict on Thursday,
began as long ago as
| February 22, and truly deserves to rank
| among the select band of notably long-
|Iived trials.

Litigation these embittered days, to a better inter-

national understanding.

The Camoens Prize takes its name
from Portugal's gl"jcaé sixteenth~century
RN poet, and is awarded every other yeir

_ The Old Bailey’s longest case was the| oy the best literary or scientific work an
|fire-raising trial, in which Leopold| portugal by a foreign author writing ip
Harris figured. It ended in August.) gnglish, French, Spanish, German, or
1033, after thirty-three days' hearing.|qialian, Its value is nearly 1::!,001].' |
But that pales into insignificance com- +
pared with that doyen of English trials—

F'HE fact that radio is primarily a

the Tichborne case.
_This lasted from April 24, 1873, 1o medium for entertainment tends,
February 28, 1874, Incidentally our new-| by contrast, to emphasize the impressive-
made Lord Chancellor wrote a book ness of those occasions|
about the Tichborne case last year. He when Clio herself seems|
attributed its length largely to the pro- to be speaking through
lixity of counsel, saying “ most judges her spokesmen at the
are agreed that those counsel who have|microphone. 1 listened to three of them
learnt the art qf compression are the|jast week. To Hitler, speaking in
most suecessful.” Vienna, to John L. Lewis, of the Com-
To those barristérs who hope to plead|mittee of Indusirial Organisation, speak-
before Lord Maugham—uverb. sap! ing in Washington on American labour.
% * and to Mr. Cordell Hull, whose speech
on America's foreign policy was relayud
N to-day’s B.B.C. Spelling Bee| from Washington.
between teams of * under-twenties”| Hitler, his voice harsh and broken Ly|
and “over-forties” a handicap which|emotion, was speaking to his pEupTe_1
hindered the organisers|Every senience was acknowledged by |
To-day's of the two recent Trans-|deafening cheers from his gigantic
Spelling Bee atlantic® Bees will be|audience. Lewis was speaking for his|
removed. Since Spelling| people—the four million American
Bees were first broadecast in America| workers he represents—in the seclusion
two years ago they have become :olof a studio. Heard as I heard it,
popular that most of the eligible words| Lewis’s voice was the voice not only »of
have been used up. a leader but of an orator. His American
1 should explain that, according to the|accent could not disguise the Welshman s
Spelling Bee code of ethics, it is hitting| instinctive sense of verbal music and
below the belt to use obscure techmical| rhythm.
words, Ideal words are those which| Mr. Cordell Hull, on the other hand.
are used in speech but few know|was as brisk and direct as a chairman
how to spell—such as “ipecacuanha "|addressing a board meeting. Indeed, at
and “ catarrh.” But the B.B.C. found|times he might have been a business
that these had been used so often that|man dictating to a secretary, for whea
the American team might be expected to| he drew upon the speeches of others he

*

Oratory on
the Air

many years past he has
been patiently picking off the thick layers;
of matting and plaster under which thel

be :A't‘ﬂ primed with them. painstakingly indicated that the words
Consequently it seemed to many that| were not his own by saying " quote " and
the words chosen in the last Trans-'* end guote.”
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AAQUARTERLY ‘REVIEW
EDITED BY T. S. ELIOT

TELEPHONE : MUSEUM Q5§43 24 RUSSELL SQUARE,
TELEGRAMS : FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON LONDON, W.C.1
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One's first disturbance and depression over events in
Austria and Spain has now subsided, and one hopes to get through
the summer without more immedlate alarms. Any fresh incildent
of German aggressiveness is likely, I think, to be very unsett-
ling to our Government. A great desal ,of diS&ODPOle and anxiety
wag felt 1n consequence of Chamberlain's getting rid of Eden and
Vansittart. In so far as he succeeds-in arriving at a real or
apparent understanding with Germany or with &taly, his posktion
will become very strong; if it appears that he has sacrificed a
traditional policy for a new but futile one, opposition will grow.
I do not think that .the opposition is likely to take the form of
a return of a Labour Government, as most people consider that that
narty 8 policy and day to day attltude about foreign affairs have
been very incompetent and untrustworthy: it would more likely

take the form of a different kind of Conservative Government, with

Eden back and possibly a few outslders like Churchill - who has
been speaking lately, as he often does at times of crisis and when
he 1s in oprosition, with great brillliance.

22 March 1938.

My. only news of importance is that I have had a long letter
from Martin Browne about the new play - in which his criticisms
go so far that I think he has very largely misunderstood what I
am trying to do; and I have written to him to say that if I ac-
cepted all his criticisms I might as well write a new play with
a new giltuation and new characters. Some: of his criticisms, of
course, I recognise as valid and important: I am now trying to
separate out of what he says, what 1 can make use of and what I
can't. That will take some days of quiet reflexion. As he says
he wants to stop on in New York (I suppose for rest and holiday)
for a couple of weeks, I do not expect to see him until I get
back from Lisbon - 1f, as I suppose, I go there shortly after
Easter. Meanwhile, I shall wrangle with Ashley. I am consoled
by the recollection that when I showed Martin the first part of
"Murder in the Cathedral', essentially as it has remained, but
before the second part, he thought that that was going to be un-
actable. The greatest difficulty in playwriting seems to me to
be Just at this point:! where one is trying to find out just how
far author and producer are at cross-purposes. I suspect that
Martin hopes that this will be the kind of thing that can be a
big West-End success; and it can't.




My Lent, so far, has not been as quiet and private as I had
hoped. It 1s not that I have made many evening engagements - I
have actually had very few: but that most of my evenings have
been given to Wyndham Lewis, But I could hardly have refused an
old friend, especially when he wanted to produce something big
to offer to the Academy. And that point has its advantages, be-
cause it means that the pilcture must be finished by the end of
this week. And so far as I can judge, it promises to be a very
fine portrait. There will be some photographs taken when it is
finished.

Last night I went to see Spender's "Trial of a Judge", of
which I will send you a copy. The play is better on the stage
then it is to read. It 18 not wholly successful, but for a first
play very commendable, and I think very much more pralseworthy
than what Auden and lsherwood have been doing. There is nothing
smart orckéver about it, no farce or catchpenny devices; he has
& large and noble theme and he has gone at it with complete sin=-
cerity. It 1s deficlent in suspense, for the most part; and he
makes the mistake of spreading his poetry too thick - he tries to
be poetie the whole time, so that the ear and mind are fatigued,
and there is no reserve force left f-or high moments: the fault of
a beginner, Bud one not easy to overcome. The little theatre is
in an out of the way spot back of St.Pancras' Station, and was
rather sparsely filled, I am sorry to say, though he had a good
press. And the play was better produced and acted than I should
have expected from Rupert Doone.

Well, I hope next week will be more leilsurely, and I shall
try to do some Lenten reading: so far I have nothing to my credit
beyond a few small abstinences and attendance at llass three morn-
ings a week instead of two = not always easy to get up early when
one has got home at midnight tired from a sitting. I should like
to know what speclal services etec. you have had in Northampton
durlng Lent - and to change the subject comvletely, whether you
really are going South, as I hope, with Sylvia Knowles (or with
some friend) during the holidays. After Easter, summer will
gseem very near.
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; 29 March 1938.
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Your letter of the 22nd by the Queen Mary arrived last
night, so that I have time to reply by the same boat leaving
t omorrow. That 1s, as a rule, the advantage of a fast Bri-
tish boat, at this end: a 1345 r period elapses between the
arrival and departure of the French or German vessels.

—
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atill rather tired as the result of continual long
portrait, 1f carefully done, 1s no light under-
for the :'-:\muwr. It seems to me a very fine plec
course I am not able to jJudge altogether of the
how it will please my friends, but 1t seems to me
Lewis sald he would have it photographed yester-
and when I get some coples I will send you one.
. portrait, sitting informally in an arm chair. I
sh portraits were still done in the grand style: seated in a
kind of throne, your hand resting on the head of a greyhound or
brachet vearing a jewelled collar, the other hand poimed in the
air holding & scroll from which hangs a seal; in the backggound
an Ionic column, with a couple of Cupids drawing aside some bll-
lowy hangings, to disclose a trim sylvan scene with some little
equestrian figures gallopling across country with hawks and hounds.
But thet kind may have been still more fatiguing for the sitter.
Last night I dined with John and Geoffrey, to meet John Foster -
considered one of the most brilliant of the young barristers, and
a Well known man about town: I thought him completely empty and
uninteresting, rather like a young Sir John Simon. So the eve-
Llng wag rather wasted, but was not tiring. Tonight, at last, I
have Ashley Dukes to dinncr, and hope we shall finally come to
gome a-.;,a ment as to what s ull and what shall not be done to the
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Tomorrow I drop in before dinner to see Stephen Gaselee,
ne LLLI"Ii n of the F;rc¢¢n Office, and professes to know
= 'LJ f;\t O Lu{-—;.\,l

had another letter from Lisbon, telling me everything
1 ] to know, I uant to know the date of the meeting,
I can get a saliling, and whether anybody wlll meet me at
Trend, the Profegsor of Spanish at Cambridge, tells me
is systematic and effieient, the porters have a fixed
give you a receipt. I have been sent a huge parcel
roposed for the FPrize, but according to the letter 1




only have to give an opinion of the English ones: there seem to be
only two, so 1 have to read these and decide which 1s the more sult-
able. The French, Itallan, Swiss and German do the same; and the
Portuguese members :ecide between the cholces. The book h s to

be about Portugal and by a foreigner; the prize 1is rather a valuable
one, 20,000 escudos (not quite £2000) and a trip to Portgual for

the winner. It has only Jjust been founded.

was t¢ have gone to the country last weekend, but had to

tay so that the vrortralt could be finished. This weekend I go to

weekend g oun for a religious discussion, arranged by J.H.Oldham
somewhere in Hertfordshire (urox3ourne - perhaps it is in Essex, I
think it is on the way to Colchester): John Baillie will be there,
and Middleton Murry, whom I have not seen for many years, but who,
after all sorts of original and eccentric philosophies and his ovWn
varieties of communism, has finally decided to study for Angllcan
orders and become a country parson. So that will be talk and ta

w

and talk: not a retreadt at all.

The political situation has relapsed for the present into the
normel dark muddle in which no one knows what is golng on or what
it means. I should say that the fate of Czechoslovakla was a mat-
ter of time oulv, and could only be averted by Hitler's eveutuolly
doing a deal with Stalin - as Mussolini may not have much to offer
him now that Austris 1is occupied. While I am distressed for the
fate of the Jews in Vienna, I do hope that all the university pro-
fegsgors will not come and settle here: there are enough Jews in the
English universities as it 1s.

I am tl;d to think of you enjoyling balmy summer weather in
is nicer, Charleston or Savannah?) and a thorough

change.

Of course, while there are moments when publiec affalrs are so
insistent that "1t hardly seems right to think of private affairs,
one has to keep a balance, surely, between the personal, the pub-
lic and the eternal! and the personal can and should touch and be
involved with the &bernal - as it is not by putting aside privgte
attachments and intimacies, but by taking them up with one in one's
reach after the eternal, that one vroceeds. And the compelling
anxieties of public affairs must, as you suggest, be balanced; and
make our personal relatlions all the more ureciouq and necessary. I
cannot conceive preferring things as they are: and indeed I am sure
there 1s something most precious and valuable about unsatisfled de-
gires - 1f they are taken in the right way. Unsatisfled desires
can play a most important part in keepling the soul alive and ur-
ging one higher - anything 1ls better than just deadening feeling -
and can persist and at the same time be combined with a kind of

resignation which makes it posgible to extract the full value and
significance out of what definitely is in our mental and spiritual
intimacy. But of course it must actually be always a struggle -




there isn't any definite state that one Just reaches and then stops -
not in this life. no such thing as any premonitlon of

death - I suppose I am as 1likely to have a long life as anybody -

but I like to keep the thought of Death constantly before me, and

be 28 nearly prepared for it as any time as one can be! to think, 1f
one died tomorrow, how excellent in the sight of God would one's

life be up to that point. Full of imperfections, at best.

Will you celebrate Good Friday and Easter in a church in Charles-
ton, I wonder.

Did I say, about the summer, that my last official engagement 1is
on July 2nd, when I go for another Litt.D. to Bristol? After that
there will be, probably, at some time a weekend with the Richmonds,
and a week in Wales must be spent with the Fabers' - my usual fix-
tures. As for your coming, I now think the prospect of war this
summer unlikely - and my chief anxiety (responsibility:) is that you
should get enough country or sea air, and rest; and I should worry
if your only holiday vwere a visit to London - as a preparation for
the next winger. (You might get someone to photograph you in that
coat, by the way). S50 I cannot help hoping that there will be some,
but not too much, Campden for you.







