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THE READING OF POETRY

e e

| MISS LILLAH McCARTHY AT THE |
GROTIAN HAIL

i In the course of a recital of poetry
| arranged by the English Verse Speaking
| Association at the Grotrian Hall, W., last I
evening., Miss Lillah McCarthy made an
appeal for assistance to the association, §
and read a letter from a poet suggesting, |

rather vaguely, that the recitation of
poetry should be made compulsory, and
[ that a poem could not be properly appre- |
ciated unless it was spoken aloud. '

! However that may be, a recital such as this
- is certainly a very severe test of the quality of
| poetry. The slightest lapse into commonplace
| poetic diction was immediately noticeable and [}
, seemed much more trying than when read to '
oneself. Moreover, whenever the poem gave an 3
excuse, ‘and - sometimes when it did not, the |
| speakers were apt to fall into a special solemnity g
i of accent, the exact counterpart in speech of !
| too much poetic diction in writing,. :
! To be just to a poem it should sound as %
. natural as a speech in the middle of a well-acted
, play. This is asking a very great deal, and there
} were not many recitations that came up to this
j standard.” But Miss McCarthy’s performance
¢ —it was more a performance than a recitation—
i of Hardy’s “ The Tramp Woman’s Tragedy *
" certainly did, and was extremely impressive. i 4
Mr. J. Clifford Turner’s recitation of Mr. T. S.

t Eliot’s ““ Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock * was | |
equally fine in an entirely different way. His
b air of sedate and settled melancholy “exactly
' matched the poem, and suited both its wit and
j its more obviously beautiful lines. This was
| certainly a genuine contribution to the poem.
# Miss Irene Sadler’s recitation of six sonnets,
| cach very different in mood, was highly ingenious. | |
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RAHERE SCENE.

(A group of masons and brieklayers, especially ETHELB RT, ABFRED
and EDWIN, have been dlscussing the difficulties of tnis plece
of church-building despondently).

Enter RAHERE, uuobserveds

ALFRED: Yes, but warn't they balmy in the orumpet, them that
thought you could build a church on this soll? Vhat-
ever hinspired 'em to think they ‘ad to 'ave a church
Just ‘'ere?

Yes, why trg to build a church ln this place? It's
only fit for xm allotments for srowin' frogs' legs
in, this plece.

Yho do they @leed a church 'ere?

Because CGod needsg a church here.

All turn round with a start and touch thelr caps

e

in embarracsment.

Beg your pardon, 5ir, didn't kuow you was present.
May you be the parson o' this church we're trgin'
to bulld?

No; I was a mouk in the time of Kilng lenry.

King 'Enery? How come you to be 'ere now, then?

Because 1 also was a London bullder, and I also bullt
on mapshy ground; ani I also kuew dilscouragement,
Therefore, because you are bullding to the glory of
God and for His people, and becsuse you are now at

a loss to finish what you have begun, I have come to
comfort and encourage you.

ALFRED: (interested): Might we 'ear 2 bit o' your story, 5ir?

RAHERE$ Cladly. I was a men of Lozdon born and bred as you.
Put God having endowed me with & ready wit, the power
to provoke mirth and merriment in all men, thls was
the cause of my tenptation, For 1 loved ease and
luxury, and to make men pleased with me, and I loved
gourts and the company of the grerte And to my
mirth I Joined the power of flattery, so that creat
men snd princes loved to have me by them. And so
in time I came to freguent even the Royal Court, ani
became indged the King's Jester.

vhet's a Jester?

You ought to be ashamed to interrust the gentleman,







Ted, with 1ig 1orant questlions like that, You ocught
to know a Jkater 8 2 man vhat comes on and doeeg a
omle turn, and makes everybody laugh.

Oh, like Ceorge Robey for instance.

You ought to be ashamed of yourself, l?d. to llﬁen
this gentleman to Ceorge Robeys hﬁ ey's on the 'alls;
but this geuntlemsan meaus to say 'e used to hentertain
the toffe, at Buekin'ham "alace and the like,

Beg your perdon, didn't mean any offence. Please
go on, S51r.

In this way I spent the ye rs of my youth, But God
who has perfarmed 80 many ﬂv? marvellous miracles

of mercy, and who in his good time does often choose
thd foollish and weak Lo be fHis iluctruments, thought
it to reveal to me the error of my ways. And thus
He sent me forth in penitence to Rome,

I can't see as you'd done anything so wicked as all
that, to be sent to Rome,

You ought to be ashamed, Ted, breakin' in with erude
remarks lilke that. 'E mcana God wanted 'im to
live a 'oly life, so 'e sent "im to Rome where the
Pope lives. Quite right and proper, 1 says,

Apnd while I 4 elt in Rome I was suidenly vexed with
& grievous slckness.

I ‘'eard tell the driukin' \etter ain't none too good
in forelgn parts, Hot like our Loudon water.

Ted, if you aon t be quiet, I'1ll ask Bert to give
you a talkin' to.

RAHERES My slckness was near to death, and in my extremity
I maie a vow, that if God gave me health to return
to my own dear country, then would I bulld & hos pi-
tal for the restopation of poor men. So by God's
Grace casting off »v slckness and becomling whole,

I fared home bent upon the fulfllment of my vow.
And while I was accomplishing my Jjourney, 1 had a
vision, full at once of terror and sweetness.

That's a vision?

'E means 'e 'ad a dream, Ted.

OCh, & dream. I1'a 1ike to 'ear your dream, Sir.
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thile I was refreshing my limbs with rest, after the
ardours of the day ia travel, 1t seemed to me that I
was borne on high by a beast having four feet and two
wings, and set on a high place, which seemed to man
me of greatest peril, Then saw I one beside me of
proatest beauty and majesty, who said:

“I am Bartholomew, an apostle of Jesus Christ, who
em come to help thee. By the willl of Heaven, 1
have chosen a apot in Londeon at Smithiield where
in my name thou shalt found a church, And have
no fear conceralng the expenses of this building;
but apply dlligence; mine it shall be to provide
the costa. "

I know whnt you're talkin' aboutj you mean 3t.Bar-
tholomew's Church and Bart's *Ospital down by the
General Post Office! Go on, Siri

RAHERE: S0 I ceme to London; and God inclined the King's
heart towards my work, and I began to build the church,

EDWIN: And 4id you fave trouble gettin' the fouwdations
right?

RAHERE: I did. But for the word of 5t, Bartholomew had I
liever chosen any part of London rather than that.,
F-» in those days, it wag & mershy ground, abound-
ing in filth and muddy weater; a place so vile that
the part that was above water was used fax only for
the hanging of thelveas.

You 414 'ave everythink against you! And what a-
bout money for the work?

Thet too was lacking, For to find means to pursue
the work, at times I had to resort to my old trick
of Jester, not to lords and princes, but to xepwaxkx
amuse servants end even children.

That was 'ard lines, Sir, I think that tnsse rich
psov‘b what you used o know might ! ﬁve elpea yous
But you ¢ ot ¢t bullds I know that, ‘cause it's
there how. ¥ell domne, Sirl

ETHELBERT: Ah, but 'ows all this lJ:}iu to 'elp in the present
inctance, Sire You see 'ow it e Here's a lot
o' people given their money for buildin' & church
on a spot as unsultnble as may be, becauac tney 8ay
a church is needed 'ere, there bein none 'andy, and
a erowded neighbourhood all o peor peoprle, and no
other spot available. There wasn't none other they
could buy; and I guess they only got thls because
it wasn't deemed fit for nothink else. Times 'as







4.

chenged since your day, and there ain't much '"oliness
about, seepin'ly; if we're better off in some thiigs,
we're worse in others. It ain't so much that we'll
lose the Jjob, but on account of these poor folk as
'ave set their 'eart on ‘aviu'® a church 'ere. TWhat
enn we do? Ve're in a proper ‘ole, Yir:

If you will have faith, we will help you. Those
who helped me, both visible and invisible, shall help
yOous f you will have falth, all the aﬂgwlﬂ and
sainte of God shall pray for you, and your work shall
be blessed. Ethelbert, Alfred and Edwin

(zs he names them, they twiteh off their caps
and lneel).

in the neme of God, who kunoweth all your faults, even
the slightest unwvorthy desire of your hearts, arise
and proceed with your work, for here are twaue that
shall help you.

ela WrE
e & 2 -'..J.I.

Ethelbert, Alfred, Tdwin,

with all those who give thelr hanid (o thls work,
we shall work with you,

we shall stand beslde you,

for & moment vieible, end agein invislble,
until your fourdations are firm,

until yvour walls are built, your roofiree set,
until the altar is dressed, and the s~nctuqry,
until the dedication of your church.
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Your last letter - of the 6th February - was a very love-
ly one, and consequently provides nourishment for a considerable
length of time. Otherwige I should have beghin to be restless.

T Mareh 1934.

There is so much I want to know about yourself - in parflcular,
has the arthrttis reasserted itself at all? I am afraid that
as the yxmxxxxmx term wears on you will begln to be as fatigued as
you were at the end of ¥ast year.

I am tifed tonight, having had two parties in two days, for one
of which I was in a small part host, and for the other wholly.
Yegterday Faber & Faber, or Mr., & Mrs. Geoffrey Faber, gave a
cocktalil party for Prince Hubertus Lowenstein on the occasion
of the appears nce of his book on Germany, at L'apeniti; grill

in Jermyn Street. It was a mixed bag of people, of course,
ineluding many jJournslists (most of whom I d4id not know); the
general colour was anti-Nazl, and the Prinz tells us that we
must support Dollfuss for the moment, as a Hapsburg restoration
is not at present practical politics. The Prinz also has his
friends 1n Germany, all disgulsed in brown shirts, of course.
Unimoressive looking young man, with a nose like a toucan.
Standing for two hours in a packed room, talking to one person
after anpother, trying to keep an eye on everybody, drinking
cocktails, and being made dizzy by the heat, the closeness,

the faces and the noise is very tiring. I got home at half
past eight. I had meant to write to you last night, and then
start a chorus; but by the time I had finished dinner I felt too
feeble to do more than solve the Times crossword puzzle, and
read a few pages of Sir Charles Fetrie's "Monarchy" just out.
This afternocon I had a teaparty on my own, at the Ritz - a very
good place for the purpose, because it seems to be giving peo-
ple something very grand, it 1g not erowded, and the tea etec.
comes to only half a crown a head. The party was for lirs.
Flanagan, and included Mary Hutchinson, Rupert Doone, Mr. &
Mrs. Martin Browne - all people with interests in the theatre.
I do think 1t went off very well; they all seemed to like each
other. Part of the purpose was to introduce Browne and Doone,
so that Browne could try to induce Doone to do & ballet of
Dick Whittington and his Cat for the Pageant (an 11 year old
Cat, girl dancer, has been already engaged).




I can now tell you more about Mrs.Flanagan than I could after

a brief and fevered visit to Vassar. She 1s a friend of the
Norys O'Conors, with whom she has been staylng, and of some
very nice people at Smith College whom I know, Professor and
Mrs. Howfgard Patch. I find her very intelligent indeed; very
guickwitted and thoughtful, and talks wery well about the thea-
tre and other matters. She talked interestingly about what

she had seen of the theatre on several visits to Russia. BShe
seems also to have gerious interests in social problems &s well.
Certainly a rather exceptlonal person. I did wish that you
were there. finished

Part I of the Pageant 1s practically/ and 1 hwe.been having some
difficulty in breaking the ground for Part II; I must get the o-
pening in shape over the weekend. I must say that what I have
done so far strikes me as better than I expected; but you never
know what anything is like until it comes to reheamsal; I ex-
peect to get frightfully depressed about 1t later on. One dan-
ger is that in trying to make something more of it than a mere
succession of historical scenes, I may have have been creating
gome parts which will rather strain the abilitles of amateur
parochial acters. My comie hero, Ethelbert the Anglo=-Saxon
bricklayer, has become a tremendous role; I have had to invent
Mrs.Bert to take some of the strain off him, and may need one
or two more assistants as well, But the venture is rather ex-
citing, and I have very sympathetic people to work with.

It 1s beginning to become difficult to keep out of small, and
usually pleasant, social engagements, which I really have not
time for. As soon as this play is over, in the middle of June,
I want to get away for several weeks, I don't know where.

There 18 some sort of international conference at the Blshop of
Chichester's, in July, that I have promised to attenl. Had to
write at length to Bonamy to-day about a letter to the Times
which he wants me to sign, with others, urging an ilnvestiga-
tion into the possibilities of Credit Reform in England. The
enigmatic Orage, whom I saw last night, and who 1s Major Doug-
las's faithful henchman, told me that a small group of younger
Conservatives, headed or backed by Walter Elliot, was about to
write a similar letter to the Times, There is undoubtedly a
great tension and a feeling that something radical must be done
within the next three years to avert dlsaster. Kveryone looks
with immense interest, tinged with scepticism, on the adventures
of Franklin Roosevelt. They get a column in the Times every
day. I am sure that if and when Roosevelt appear to have got
the best of the situation, the results in Europe, and especl-
ally upon England, will be immense. If he succeede, England
will quickly ripen towardcs experiment. Only, when and by what
is one convinced that a statesman has succeeded?




Oh my dear, my dear, 1 do long for news from you. Did Miss
Galitzi ever get my letter, 1 wonder, and what she has done about
her Greek translation of the Waste Land.

My book has had a very " mixed reception", but is selling well.

Please, dear Bird, write to me. - once every two, or three - or
four? - weeks. ///,»

It occurs to me to hope that you may at least be able to go
to New England in the summer; and I wish that you could some-
how meet Mrs. Flanagan. Such acqualintances might be useful,
and I don't see how, buried in California where nobody can
have the chance to hear of you even, you are going to get a
better Jjob.
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An American mail arrived this morning - letters from Henry
and Ada '~ so I thought I must look in at the club to see 1f
there might be aomething from you - I was lunching with David
Cecil at the iravellers’' Club nearby, so I popped in and there
was the Porter ready for me with your letter of the 5th in his
hand: isn't that quick, 11 days? And very glad I was to have
it, and this bit of in;ormation about yourself. Your previous
letter was very nourishing, but 1 was be@inning to be restless.
Well, this 1s news, your leaving Scripps. I confess that my
first feeling has been one of unqualified relief. You know
I have been worried about it ever since I saw the conditions,
and much more since I first heard about the neuritlis and the
arthritis. (I d1d4 not conceal the fact that I was. fearful of
some mental arthritis as welll) And now I gather that your
health really has been worse than you allowed me to suspect:
you refer placidly enough to "sinus"” - I know people who have
had it - Ottoline Morrell has had two or three operations -
and I hope that you will never NEVER have an operation for it.
Of course, my dear, I know that there is the other side to it;
and that apart from not wanting to leave girls who are fond of
you, and the dread of being unoccuplied after being so busy,
there 1s the apprehension of having nothing to do in 1935. But
I know that one must not worry about anything so far ahead as
that! you cannot foresee the circumstances of eighteen months
hence, so don't think about it. I know also very well, that
the straln of accomodating onself to very much older people is
gtill greater than that of accomodating oneself to very much
younger ones. Nevertheless my heart has been like a singlng
bird. You are to have a summer in England and I hope a wilin-
ter in the South, in Southern France or in Italy perhaps; and
it ought to do you a world of good. You won't know how much
you have needed to get away from California and the whole West
until you do. O I am so happy about 1it.

You speak as if the Perkins's were to come to England ahead
of vou, and that you would join them here. I hope you will
give me exact news in due course. I had vaguely planned to be
out of London most of the time in July, as the end of my pa-
geant seems an appropriate moment for a holiday - I intended to
g0 back to Surrey. Beyond that, and a week or so in Wales,




and possibly another visit to Scotland, I have no plans. I
go somewhere in France if I could find a companion, but that
would depend upon some congenial and unattached man turning

up. What I mean is, that we need not meet at all if you pre-
fer not, whilst you are in London, because I can be offlelal-
ly out of town; but we can cross that bridge when we get to 1it.

I do wish you could get to London in time to see my pageantl
But that will be all over by the middle of June, s8¢0 it s im-
possible. Webb-Odell is very cheerful about it and belleves
that he may sell all the seats for the whole fortnight before
the show opens, which would be a grest feat; but . don't sup-
pose they would continue the run however well it did. It is
too much of a business, keeping 400 amsteurs from different
parts of London together.

I have a good bit more to write, and must take a big bite off
it over this weekend. I hope that I can keep the quality up
to the end; because, if I say it myself, what I have done so
far is better and more actable tham I had kapmd expected 1t
would be.

I have had a busy week, and this is the first evening free for
g letter. On Tuesday morning I went to Vambridge; the Rich-

ards's had G.C.Coulton, the great mediaeval scholar, to lunch;
whom I was very glad to meet, a charming old man with a pro-
digious memory for evergthing from an exact detalled account

of a cricket match in 1879 to eccleslastical history; and in
the evening we went to the undergraduate performance (The Mar-
lowe Society) of "Antony and Cleopatra". It 18 a fearfully
ambitious perfoemance for immature undergraduates, the most
difficult of all Shakespeare's plays, I think. For the flrst
time the female roles were taken by women, that 1s by girls
from Newnham and Girton. Cleopatra herself was amazingly
good, considering her youth; her two women, Charmian and Iras,
were dreadful, Antony and Octavius were excellent, but Cle-
opatra the best. I returned the next morning, and after a
busy day dined with Rupert Doone and Robert Medley to dlscuss
their Group Theatre plans with them. These adventurous young
men hope to raise £500 on which about fifteen or twenty young
people hope to live for six months in a2 house in Suffolk, prac-
tising and rehearsing and studying drama together; and then
come forth and support themselves by touring repertory. It
does sound Utopian, doesn't 1t? They model the scheme on
what was done by the Compagnie des Quinze in France; that com-
pan y 1s certainly amazingly good, I saw them in Don Jean.

It is hard to know what to advise, as some of them wlll be
giving up jobs to undertake the risgky venture. On Thursday

I lunched William Power, an elderly Scotch journalist intro-
duced by George Blake’ and in the evening went out to Hamp-
stead to Herbert Read's. We had a conference this afternoon
with Bonamy and Hamish Miles and finally drafted out letter to




The Times. I think I can get Cecil to sign - I talked to him
about it at lunch - and I must write tomorrow to Aldous and to
Christopher Dawson, the two most important. IThen the Jjob will
be to persuade Geoffrey Dawson (editor of The Times, no relation
of Christophed) to print it. The weekend (tonight i1s rriday)
1 keep clear for pageant: but Tuesday 1 take C ristina Morley
to "Love for Love" at Sadlers' Wells; on Wednesday §o0 by myself
to Gordon Bottomley s "Acts of St.Peter" at St.Margarets West-
minster (I go because my pProducer Browne is producing it). Angd
the following week 1s Holy Week, g0 I make no engagements, ex-
cept to go down to Hochester for a night to make my confession.

O my dear Bird, I am happy to think of your travelling abroad
again. I shall follow you everywhere in spirit. Apd after
all, you may meet interesting people of your own age during
your travels. I wonder where you will go. Thank you for
your dear letter,

~ e
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AQM,A ,&;} , 23 March 1934.

I am ashamed not to have written earlier in the week; but this
(Friday night) should catch a Saturday boat. Monday night I
had to read manuscripts up to one o'clock. Thank Heaven Frank
Morley will be back on Tuesday next, and he will take a great
deal of reading off my hands, leaving only my usual poetry,
theology, politics, French and German books. He seems to

have got on amazingly well with Ada. Ada gave him fish for
dinner, under the belief that any friend of mine was likely to
want fish on Fridays. He was brought up as a Quaker. I wish
you might meet them. On Tuesday I took Christina to "Love

for Love" (Congreve) at the Sadlers Wells. As Frank haelsug-
gested to me in her hearing that she might like to go to a
theatre or film in his absence (being alone in the country all
the time) and as I had taken her once to 2 bad play (Elisabeth
Bergner) and I thought that 1f I took her once she would think
it only a perfunctory politeness, but if twice perhaps a com-
pliment, I wanted to get in another in the time. "Love for
Love" was very well done - that 1s to say, if it had been any
better 1t would not be a success. 1l mean that nestoration
Comedy seems to me to have really a different kind of sense of
humour than that of our time. It has to be played as farce,
to get across to a modern audience; but the best Restoration
Comedy is not farce, but is seasoned with a kind of serious le-
vity, a light but sombre satire, which simply does not exist
now, It made me think, rather sadly, how dependent the dra-
matist 1s upon his audience. S5till 1 think there are kinds of
drama that can be written - the success of Sweeney at Vassar
encourages me.

Wednesday night I had to go to a religious play by Gordon Bot-
tomley "The Acts of St.Peter" performed at St.Ma rgarets, West-
minster, under the direction of Ma®tin Browne (that is why I
went). I think he did 1t very well, considering the means,

and the amateur talent at his disposal. The play itself 1s
partly good and partly bad: the choruses are sldfashioned and
dull, Ag the audience was entirely on the floor of the church,
he was able to use the chorus, standing in 1line in front, as a
kind of curtain or screen while the scene was changed and the
actors made thelir entrances and exits.

Over the weekend I must do some clearing up of odds and ends

of the pageant, so that everything will be written except the
last big chorus - which I must try to make the best. The




bricklayers have made their last appearance, and I was really
gorry to see the last of them. One really develope an affec-
tion for those characters which develop, as one writes them,
far beyond thelr original role. And I am rather pleased also
with the Major, Millicent, and Mrs.Poultridge; with all of whom
I shall make you acquainted in due course.

And last night I had to dine with John Hayward and play chess,
after tea with Elizabeth Cameron (Bowen of Bowenscourt) whom I
have mentioned before. And to-day I had to look in at the
East India Club for sherry with stout old F.li. Bain, a real
English eccentrie, and one of the few people - Pickthorn 1s
another, and Sir Charles Strachey a third - with whom I have
political sympathles. Oh yes, also on Monday I went to tea
with Ottoline - where were Stephen Spender and Maurice Bowra
a fellow of Wadham, and Virginia came in unexpectedly - they
all attacked me (not Bowra who was neutral) very sweetly about
my last book, but as they did not agree with each other it was
not so.severe an intellectual exercise as it might have been -
that is what usually saves me, that my adversarles fall to
wrangling with each other. I am also engaged in controversy
with Ezra on the same subject = I get about three letters and
a few postcards from him each week - he always addresses me
as Brer Possum - in the pages of the New English Weekly. And
it's hard work to try to keep up with details of the Stavisky
case, And Aldous has signed our letter to the Times, but
Christorher Dawson still holds out. And the Bishop of Willes-
den called and saye I must say a Few Words on slum clearance
ete. (in connexion with the.pageant) at a meeting of the La-
dies Auxiliary at Lon%prry House.

Cn»u‘.'i.

This letter appears to have been writtem in order to explaln
why I have not written before. Friday night is my best night
for writing, as Saturday and Sunday are to be spent im drama-
tic composition. How do you like this dialogue:

BERT: Wheh I was a lad what 'ad almost no sense
A gentle flirtation was all my delight;
And I used to go seekin for ex-pe-ri-ence
Along the New Cut of a Saturday night.
It was.on a May evenin I'll never forget
That I found the reward of my diligent search:
And I made a decision I mnever regret
W'ich led to a weddin at Trinity Church.

MRS :BERT ¢ When I was a delicate slip of & maid
What could eat nothin more than a couple o' Bhops;
Of a Saturday night I occas'nally strayed
Along the New Cut $fist to look at the shops.
Me 'avin no other design at the start,
You may well be surprised at the end o' my search:
For a 'andsome young mason 'e captured me 'eart,
And led me all blushin to Trinity Church.




One further plece of news appears from enclosed correspondence.
What could I do? I am getting extremely satisfactory board
and lodging cheap from him, so he 1s entritled to a churchwarden
cheap in consequence. I don't know what a churchwarden does:

I hope it does not involve responsbility for complicated ac-
counts, or dealings with crusty femsle parishioners. Perhaps
1t 1is a good thing for one to have to take on at least ome Job
with neither brings in money nor popular notorlety and apprlause;
just a damned grind because there s nobody else to do 1it.

Well my dearest Lady Emily I know there s not much in this let-
ter. But I wish you would ever write as long a letter (by the
way do you ever type - I thought it might be useful for academic
work) to explain not having wrltten. May I ask (not that you
ever answer questions) whether your beautiful hands are at all
crippled, and are you taking proper care of them in every way?
Have you been allowing that little line between your eyebrows

to deepen, which would be a pity even though such fine eyebrows
and nose can stand it better than most? How impertinent I am
perhaps. But I don't see why I should not risk that sometimes,
xnowing that there is nothing easier for you than to reduce me
to a state of complete abjectness and grovelling milsery.

/e Sy
M..m--
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. office

time point of view. The 1er Churchwarden

requlired elther some . lay to
money, apart from the Sunday. cc tJ_DTl;

It really does not mean *1;1 t'm&, but

tremendous anxiety off my shoulders to
ijomeone with wi ' k ;
pailrabout
rien om lave known for )

I should have found some who would

in my real need about this office,

T have ta-ped ;_.-_.1_'1_1_.')f-}t every available source before
asking you, as I kﬂﬁw how busy vou ere,; this is reully an
5.0.5. Please don't turn it dOW1, f you can. posgssibly help it,
If you really must, of course I sha11 understand, but if you
knew my diffi@ulties and responsibllities of such a parish
I'm sure you would help me in this way, which I would take care
'ould not make too many or heavy demands on you or your time,

The matter 1s really immediate and very urgent,

Yours sincerely
»

¥
- .’/!'.-(,.-' -/Ct




from The Reverend Eric Cheetham,
9, Grenville Place, South lﬁensingﬁon, SW.7.
chep)!mnc: Western 1670.

T Fesanm s .l ¥
20th March 1934,

My dear Mr, Elliott,

1 an't rep v by turn } the week-end was Jjust
crowde and 1 ¥: v havebeer : out. I hopeyou
waves a‘ gratitude coming up the stairs, for I wase almost
1 - ' turned over every concelivable stone
good God probably wondered why I
y near to me. I am grateful

- T wmd 7 1 i-&- —S=ka V.
b AL 1 wiil.Ll ¥ l| DE 2Tl -..-
1
1

do understand your T‘Cuf“*"’%::u

I I will help yor all I
the burden ot X ”u.u. & verﬁf arduous My
have 28,113 iembered you at Mass wj great

Until we
Vf:’ t,xIlj 8 =y 1(1 Gl :.. '._." i‘ 1 ] [. ] _-':_'-
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If I have been silent for over a week,it is because 1 have
had to try to finish and complete the text for the pageant 1in
& hurry, together with all the chureh services of Holy Week:
Monday night to Rochester for my Lenten confession, the other
days servieces evening and early morning; and Thursday night,
or rather Friday morning, got up at 2.30 to take anm hour and
a half of the Vigil before the Saerament, gettlng back about a
quarter to five, had some whisky and to bed agaln, but caught a
slight cold nevertheless, but well worth it. This is the first
year that I have been able to attend all the services. This
morning (which is also Bank Holiday) I lay abed till half past
elght, going to the late Mass at 10.30. S50 I have felt pre-
ty tired. Nothing much else has happened, except that liorley
hag returned from America, in good health and spirits; I am
very glad to have him back, and incidentally I shall not have to
spend so much time reading manuscripts. Now that he 1s back,
and there is very little to do to my manuseript, I hope to
take things a bit easier - this Lent has been & very busy time
indeed. In a fortnight or so I shall begin going to rehear-
gals: I rather dread the experience of finding out what my text
will be like when I hear it from the lipe of amateurs - some of
them very amateur, I dare say; though Browne seems to be in
touch with all the best amateur organisations about London, at
least among parochial circles. I am afraid however that my
Jokes will sound very flat.

I am anxious to hear more of your news, having had Just
the one brief letter telling me of your declision to resign, and
of your possible piaans for next year. It seems very strange
that you should have been afflicted with arthritis and sinus’
trouble in a climate like that of California: I always supposed
them both to be primarily English eomplaints, of a dampish cli-
mate. (Though the climate here isn't what it used to be; we
no longer get enough rain). I don't suppose you would have
been troubled by them if you had not been overworking; and 1
gather that rest is what you chiefly need. I do hope that,
whetever you may spend most of the winter in Europe, 1t will’
be where you may have the opportunity to make acquaintances; for
I know so well what a drain upon one s vitality and spirits
elderly people can be. They don't know it, and they can't
help it. And I never had it for more than three months at a




time, when I was at Milton and Harvard, but there were moments
when I felt nothing would satisfy me but to smash all the win-
dows. One is giving out all the tlme. What a difficult bu-
gsiness living is, and how it seems to have so many more OppoI-
tunities of going wrong than right. However, I seem to be wan-
dering. And now I must go up to fall Mall for my lunch, and
read unt*l I have a cup of tea, and then back, and then to
gsupper with John Hayward. Fairly serene, but not yet at ease
with my life.

-
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[etters to the Editor
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Yours faithfully
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C. VICKERS
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THE MONEY SYSTEM |
|

| INDUSTRY AND ORTHODOX |
FINANCE

TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
Sir,—Your correspondents who draw attention |
to the paradox of poverty and plenty make the
observation that they are now convinced tha
* gold is not essential as the basis for the issue |
of national money.”™ It is rather more than 10
years since my late father joined issue with the
-called 1rltm\10'c economists on this subject,
nd predicted that the return to gold this
n particular, and the world in general,
would lead to far-reaching and disastrous results. |
! ted out lhc labour troubles
which would, and which did, arise, culminating
in 1926. The period of mud.r © prosper
which this country enjoyed in 1927, 1928,
1929 gave reason to hope that his more p
mistic predictions would be sified, but
history of the world from the end of 1929 to
beginning of 19 shows that the L
situation was unsound.
. It is therefore encouraging to find a body of |
m<_iL trialist e prepared to raise their
VoIC ; ag Ist the resumption of gold
as the basis of our national currency but in
favour of a general rec u[1~.ru tion of our
economy in order to for the ptu:lw
/| nce to-day enables us ln nrm.m
d to gold
once more to my late
lled that the
he had convened in an attempt
g caused by our
in the earlier nineteen-twenties,
‘April, 1928, a special appeal to
ston Churchill, then Chancellor, of
hequer, both by the industrialists
the trade unionists who were parties to
conference, ruin ng out the dang of
course he was adopting and asl
elasticity in le working of the
than had previously been allowed.
interesting to recall that in A
Winston C hurchill, both in his place in the | HUJ‘:&
of Cofiuons and in a letter in your columns,
admittéd™that the return to the gold standard
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have one great advantage: it would postpone
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nd the Bank of England without con- |

i!lon with industi interests, and |l would
advantage of being CarTy

out its \mrl-. in the light of the lessons \\'h h are
to be learned from the hmm\r of the recent crash
and the still more recent recovery. While the
present illogical situation of poverty in plenty
continues to exist there should surely be no re-
mission, on the part of lhn“ responsible f
conduct of the indust
the country, from investig
the ways and means
methods or of d

House, Smith Hle‘
TO THE EDITOR OF THE TIMES
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HERBERT READ.
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THE ARMY

WILTSHIRE TRAINING

‘ CAMPS
| The area of the Southern Command
will take 70,000 troops this year for
training. Two-fifths of the Regular field
army will be in Wiltshire and, in addition to
| 20,000 men of the Territorial Army from
| other Commands, there will be nearly
many Southern Command T.A. troops at
| various camps, and 12,000 of the O.T.C,
are included.

The camps on Salisbury Plain and [h\. adiacent
manocuvre ground of 1934 will take 45,000 me
including an army corps of Regulars. The
Territorial Army will send in August and
September No. | City of London Battery, R.H.A.,
brigades of Hampshire, South Midl nd, Home
Counties, Welsh and Worcestershire and Oxfi
shire field artillery, the South Midland Divis
Signals and an infantry brigade signal section
from the Western Command, the 145th South

| Midland, South Wales and Devon and Cornwall
21st, 2“.nd. and 23rd Armoured
. and the Inns of C, ourt Regiment ;
didland
Aircraft Depdt and Air Wing Si al ‘>_~|mﬂ\
of the Supplementary Reserve. The first forma-
tion to occupy the special are; North Wilt=
| shire which is scheduled for anoeuvres this
| year will be the 145th Brigade of Gloucestershire,
Berkshire and Oxfordshire and Buckinghamshire
battalions, which are to train on Marlborough
Downs in August before the Regulars arrive.
iddition to the infantry brigade camps
published in The Times, the following
arc arranged :—
Camp
Place beging
Dunfermline | June 3
e ..| Gailes | duly
Seaforth and Cameron _ | -.| Buddon | June
| West Scottish . ..| Buddon |
Royal Welch . : Portheawl
Lancashire Fusiliers .. .| Kinmeil Park
East Lanc. and Border .. -.| Halon
Manchesicr = =i ..| Holyhead
N. Lancashire .. ..| Ramsey
Liverpool . . .| Ramsey
S. Lar ,.mthuhm % ..| Ramsey

Northumberland : .
3rd West Riding . . . \rb orough | July

CHANGES AMONG GENERAL OFFICE

Last night's Gazerre contains a number of
senior changes. Lieutenant-General R. B.
Kirwan, who vacated the post of Master
General of the Ordnance in India on Sunday,

| retires from the Army and goes to the Reserve.

| He is 63 and has had 43} ye Artillery and
| Staff Service. He has been President of the
Ordnance Committ nd Director of Artillery
at the War Office, and he commanded the guns
of the XV Army mex and Rhine force.

Licutenant-Ger E. T. Humphreys, C.B.,
C.M.G,, D.S.O., f-pay from command
of the 5th Division f i
promotion threc months ago, pending re

nd Major-General E. Broadbent, C.B
I also goes to half-pay on being
at the War Office by Major-
3 mrul ‘-\ K. \n.nmm_‘ C.M.G.,, CBE, MC,,
as Director of Movements and Quartering. Later
he takes up a Lieutenant-Governorship in the
i Channel Islands.

Major- General E. v 3! CM.G.,
D.5.0., handed over the ulmmu]umu duties at
Alder t this week to Major-General M. G.

| Taylor, C.B., CM.G., D.8.0., and retires from
the Army y does Major-General Sir Walter
J ble-Maxwell-Scott of the Lowland

T.A
IhL pmmmmn to Major-General is made of
Brigadier B. Sergeson-Brooke, C.M.G
D.S.0., A.D.C., who already @ anounced, wil
be succeeded at Naini Tal as Brigadier, General
fT, Eastern Command, by Colonel P. me,
D.S.0., this month. The new Major-
| General is a Grenadier Guardsman, is 53, and
| has served since 1899, He commanded the Ist
| Infantry Brigade (Guards) at Aldershot, the Inde-
pendent Brigade in Chi and the 2nd Guards
Brigade in France,
Brevet Colonel H. V. Lewis, D.S.0., M.C.,
Deputy Director of Stafl Duties at \U\ DL!IH.
{!!qc\-cl Colonel L. M. Heath, . D.S (
M.C., and Licutenant-Colonel M.
(_mmg:cl:r Indian Army, are promoted (.n\nnclu
Major G. A. Rosser, 5th Battalion, RT.C., is
made Lieutenant-Colonel, Colonel B. L. Buldy.
| D.S.O., from A.D.S. and T., Aldershot, and
Colonel J. Y. H. Ridout, D.5.0., from C.R.A. at
Edinburgh, are placed on retired pay.
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BILLIARDS

INMAN’S MATCH WITH LEE

ROM OUR BILLIARDS CORRESPONDENT

atch in which Inman is conceding

oints start in a fortnight’s play

at Thurston’s Hall in|

aesterday, when Lee's
y 1,517, which left
1k 1ge on the |

on even in
bis IL.ld

The Services
ROYAL NAVY

[ THE AIR DIVISIOT

Commander W. W. P. Shirley-Rollison,
promoted in the New Year list, is to join
the staff of the Naval Air Division at the
Admiralty to-day, relieving Commander
Malcolm Farquhar, who has been there

ol’l two years. The new Navy Estimates pro-

vide for six officers in this Division in the
pw nt year, as compared with five last
gar, three commdndux being allowed |
tead of two. There are two captains,
one of whom serves as Director of the
ision, and the remaining officer is a |
ng commander lent from the Royal Air
Force.

Commander Shirley-Rollison had been an I

observer officer in H.M.S. Furious for two years |

promoted. He has been connected with |

ir work since March, 1926, when he was |

for the observers’ course after serving

in the cruiser Frogis n the Mediter .
In June, 1928, he was attached to the

aval Cooperation at | n=50)

d served there until y, 1931, when h
was selected for the staff course at Greenwich
Commander Shirley-Rollison entered Osborne as
a cadet in January, 1914, passed out from Dart-
mouth as midshipman on May 1, 1917, and
served during the last 18 months of hostilities
in the battle-cruiser REPULSE in the Grand Fleet.

CRUISE FROM GIBRALTAR

The destroyer SHaMrocK, Commander M. H. |
Evelegh, senior officer’s ship of the Gibraltar
local defence flotilla, leaves to-day on her spring
cruise until Hw um of the month. She is to visit

20-24 d Ta
the first cruise made with her presenfiShip’s
as she was recommisgioned on

SERVICE M -\RI{HLF\
I, 1|I|

‘“L T“Ihllxhul and certain mar-
1 y wlwml.‘uL in Servic
licensed under
Fleet orders
published
mnized ceording to the
rites of the Church of Engl ‘md R.M. Depdt
Church, Deal; Dockyar: h and
Barracks Church, Devonport ; . Hospital
el and R.M. Barracks C el, Plymouth
C n‘luu Chapel, IJ.mmmur R.N. ngm 1l
pel Church, R.N
Barracks Church, . Hospital ".'h.xpr\,
Chatham ; Docky » ch, Sheerness; Dock-
d Church,
, and R.M. Bz
. Portsmouth.
One of the parties (o a marri in a Service
el must be serving in the Regular Forces, or
4 ally called out or embodied,
or the daughter of a person so qu
addition, one of the parties to the marri;
have the or ry qualifying residence in
parish in which the chapel is situated, unless the
marriage is by special licence.
MAJOR RAVENSHAW, R.M.
Major H. E. Ravenshaw, who has retired at
own request, is in his fifueth and has
the
Scr\:cmhcr.
out the War as a
ed cruiser DRAKE, the
y from February, 1918, as C
at Colombo. 1920 he was authorized to wear
the Japanese C of the Rising Sun, conferred
or ¥ ervice. Promoted to major in 1925, he
last served afloat in the RExowN and Hoop as
\Llll.hl\(‘ll R.M. officer, Battle Cruiser Squadron,
in 19 He has since been serving at th
I’[nnnmh “Division, and. for the last
had been at the head of the list of majors, R.M

NAVAL APPOINTMENTS?

The following appointments were made by the

Admijralty _\-wh.‘);}.u

Carrs.—Hon., G. FRASER, I)\u to Cc
. C. 0, !unwv.\ D.S.0., E. Ho

W aw, DS.O., H MARRACK

H. Pegrasm. E. C. THorNTON,

. DSO., H. B. Ju

in cc
PLEYDELL- ihn VERIF
uardian’s request (April 1)
PROMOTION
Lr. E (Retd.).—W. A. Pickup, to rank of Lt.-Cdr
tretd.) (seny. April 1),
RETIREMINTS
Pavk. CAPT. A, C

THORROWGOOD d on the Red,

ROvAL MARINES
-CoL.—E, C. WESTON, 1o Ne

W. SanpaiL, to L
CaFFYN, 1o Dolpl
o 1 C. A Havikl
. G. H. Sroc e
(.xnmn-. . addl., for*Short
“course (April §
Rm.; NAVAL RESERY !
|-|.hm on the llml. List, with

N, 1o l‘,nu.lmnm‘ (April 3),
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Your letter of Marhh 27 greeted me at the club yesterday (Fri-
day) when I went there to lunch. I had got there ten minutes
before my appointment, so that if there was a letter I should
be able to read it once before lunch; but uunluckily my guest
also arrived shead of time, so I had to let it burm in my pock-
et, and had no priwvacy until I got back to Russell Square. I
should have answered the same evening, in the hope of catching
the steam packet. But after dinner I was suddenly as overcome
by sleepiness as the people in mystery stories after that cup
of coffee with abiltter taste, so I dozed off on the sofa ho-
ping to be more wakeful in a little while - no use - 80 crept
into bed by ten, only, of course, to lie awake for a couple of
hours, though not awake enough to do anything. I might as well
have been drunk - or better, because I should not have had the
wakefulness. 50 I miss a mail.

I have been almost feverishly excited about your approach-
ing vigit. I get too excited to feel that I can be a level-
headed Judge of propriety, and therefore tend to fly to the
extreme of avoiding you altogether: Yet for two pins I would
also fly to meet you at the dock. But, whatever be the cor-
rect via media, I should love you to meet some of my friends -
partly, no doubt, for the pleasure of impressing them: - and
partly sl ply to have you meet some of the people I mention
drequently in letters. I don't see, for instance, why I should
not give a tea-party for you at the Ritz? Say half a dozen
people. It depends partly of course upon the time when you
are in London - after the end of July it is not so easy to get
the people one wants. I should like to know,. as soon as you
can tell me, when you expect to be in London. My own plans
will depend upon it partly. I had intended - but had not com-
mitted myself - going to a conference at the Bishop of Chiches-
ter's for about five days towards the end of July; but I am
not awfully keen on conferences, and I should be glad to go
Just for a day or two instead of the whole time. Another sug-
gestion has occurred to me, which I put forward timidly at
once so that you may consider it at leisure: while you are in
Loondon (or not too far away from it) would you care to go for
a weekend (Friday night to Monday) to stay with my friends the
Morleys in Surrey? I am sure that they would be delighted.

I count them among my best and most trusted friends, you know;
and they are very informal and easy to get acquainted with.




They have a charming old fourteenth century farmhouse, and the
country about there is very pretty. I would stay at Mrs.
Eames's mear by - the Morleys have only room for one guest at

a time anyway, but I would take meals, except breakfast, with
them. There is a problem for you of propriety! also, whe$a.
you want to. But as you are going to be with the Perkins's
for a whole year at least, I do think that it would be good for
you to get away once in a while, when you can, to be for a
little among younger peovle,

Of course I shall be delighted to give the Perkins's any in-
troductions 1 can. That again depends upon when they are go-
ing to be where. If they go to Oxford and Cambridge, I hope
that it will be early. I will also try to think of any people
whom they might enjoy meeting in London. 50 will you please
provide me with their itinerary too, as soon as it is more or
less fixed, with dates, and any other parts of the country they
or they and you may be visiting, where I might possibly have
acquaintances. (Incidentally, I may have to reserve seats

for them for the pageant in advance, as Webb Odell hopes to
sell all the reserved seats before the opening night).

I do hope you will make an effort to get here as early in July
as possible, before the season 1s over, and while all the thea-
tres are still open. The important race-meetings will be over:
but it would be rather fun to make up a small party for the
Oxford & Cambridge Cricket Match - I might get the Morleys for
that, and it would give me a chance of introducing them first -
and I could sport a top hat. I am really getting quite chila-
ish about 1it, but how pleasant it is to be childish.

I find it hard to write about anything else in this letter. I
think I had better stop. And thank you, my dear, for such a

lovely letter. Aty
CFA ’?‘ LrTLA0
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I should like to get the Woolfs for tea, and perhaps Otto-
line (though perhaps not together) and Elizabeth Cameron,
and several other people.,
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Not very much seems to have happened to me worth recording, but
this 18 the first opportunity I have had of writing since a week
ago0. The chief reason is that after finlishing up the pageant
text under some pressuee, I had to turn to and write my address
for Demant's series of talks at his church in Richmond, which I
gave on Tuesday evening. Then on Wednesday I had to dine at the
Woolfs' with Maynard Xeynes, who, unexpectedly enough, has been
rather impressed by "After Strange Gods". I think my talk at
Richmond ("Religlon and Literature") went off well enough, but
of course a small suburban audience is not the most inspiring;
and at the moment I did not feel that I had anything especially
new to say on the subject. What is more interesting 1s that
both the Lord Chamberlain's Office (the censorship for plays)
and the Bishop of London have passed my pageant text, which is
a great relief, as now I know that I shall not have to write
anything more for it expept one little sermon. I am looking
forward (though with some apprehensions) to hearing some re-
hearsals of the various parts, before long. On Thursday I had
to have supper with old Jan Culpin, who, like some old ladies,
is tiring and rather exacting. And last night (Friday) I was
again so tired that I was fit for nothing except to go to bed
as early as possible. Oh yes, I spent the weekend with the
Morleys. Geoffrey Tandy came down too, and on the way down we
gpeculated as to what varieties of manual labour Frank would

give us. Frank 1s sd passionately interested in his labours
on his estate that he wants to be at it all the weekend - he is
the sort who need a good deal of physical exercise - and in con-
sequence his guests (male guests I mean) find themselves engaged
in the same operations. On Saturday afternoon I found myself
whitewashing the interior of a chicken-coop, while Tandy acted
as bricklayer's mate, preparing mortar for an entrance-gate that
Frank 1s bullding, and a brick wall against which he proposes to
grow frult trees. On Sunday afternoon I mowed the lawn, and on
both days pumped the gas, while Randy was engaged in operations
on a new punt which they have bought for the pond. This is all
very pleasant; the only out is that Frank does not need so much
sleep as I amd some other peovle seem to, and we get to bed ra-
ther late. I have nearly finished reading Pickwick Papers to
them aloud.




Now I feel in the ldrum the moment, and uncommon lazy,
not beilng under pressure to get anything in particular done. 1
wonder if you have g to do snpther play with the glrls in the
summer term, and how exhausted you will be before you say fare-
well to Claremont. I fidget, of course, for more precise news
of vour future plans for this summer and wlinter. Just as a
year and a half and more ago, I find it hard really to belleve
that I shall actually see you again.
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I meant to stop in at the club on my way back (I lunched with
Alida Monro to-day, who is just back from a lecture tour of the
States, where she has been staying with cousins of mine in various
placesf but was kept at the office until too late. It seemed to
me just within the bounds of possibility, as I had not heard from
you for three weeks, that there might be a letter - not that I
gshould be so foolish as to expect one, but if there had been one
I should not have considered it a miraculous vio,lation of the
order of nature. However, as I am taking the 3.40 from Liver-
pool Street for Diss, Norfolk, to sppnd the weekend with the Do-
brees, and as I must stop at the London Library in the morning to
pick up the works of John Marston which are being held for me, I
gshall lunch at the club; so if there is a letter I shall have some-
thing to read at lunch and also on the train journey.

Otello last Saturday night very good - what an admirably dramatic
opera it is - I like it the best of Verdl - and the Otello, one
Cox, made up by excellent acting what he lacked in voice: a whol-
ly enjoyable performance. I cannot say so much for Macbeth, at
the 0ld Vie, to which I took the Morleys on Wednesday. I regret
to say I am tiring of Charles Laughton. He scts too much for
Shakespeare; rolls his eyes, twitches his fingers, and has a bltter
stage laugh which he uses sgaln and again in trying to be the bilg
bad man; whilst on the other hand his voice 1ls poor, and his de-
clamation of verse bad. I am rather glad that he will not be at
the Vie next seagson, but presumably returns to Hollywood. Nor was
Flors Robson anything very fine as Lady Macbeth. Macb. & Lady M.
were too affectionate and cuddly; and Lady M. collapsing into sobs
and Macs arms. My conception of her is that she shows no sign of
weakness whatever, so that her déraisonnement is a complete sur-
prise; and in fact it is because of her keeping herself so com-
pletely in control that she has such a complete breakdown. None
of the great speeches so impressive as it should be. The Porter
making too much of his part. Roger Livesay, as Macduff, excellent.
But the murder of Duncan was good, and the production as a whole
very pleasing. But what & play it is - if you can write dramatie
verse like that no production can wholly spoll the play. Welrd
sisters, of course, too welrd; and Mac. at one polnt collapsing
rather absurdly into their arms!




On Tuesday I went alone, wholly out of benevolence, to see
what 1 was told was a great and unapprecliated German dancer, who
wag recommended to me by a young man whose name I had forgotten and
whom I could not remember having met. The great German dancer
(at the Tavistock Place Little Theatre, of which I had not known
before) turned out to be a rather second rate Jewess mimiec, very
ugly, mildly satanic (as Jewish comedians are - why are they -
why is there something diabolic about so many Jews?) rather pa-
thetic, and with no knowledge whatever of dancing. The sort of
thing that Germans like, and ought to like, because the German
intelligence is an hebraicised intelligence and in turning out the
Yews the Germans are merely cutting out thelir own brains. On
the other hand, I do (did) admire Bernhardt immensely. Somebody
says Elizabeth Bergner wants to play Shakespeare. That would be
interesting, but she has no voice. What a superb voice Bernhardt
had. I do like actors who can act almost by voice alone, without
using their faces or bodles. Edith Evans can do it, but then she
can use her face and body better than anyone else in London.

This 1s the sort of inconsequent impersonal letter I always fall
into writing when I have not heard from you for some time. It
always leaves me dissatisfied; but my feelings, left to themselves,
turn 1n and lose thelr connexion with words. How lovely the mo-
ments when the feelings and the appropriate words seem to rush to
each other to join hands!

Douglas Jerrold is a fool. He might become a fascist. I have
got these beastly fascists on the brain at present.

Et j'attends, J'attends,










