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I have now returned for an iirdefi ite period to my Surrey shelter.
The stay at felham was pleasant, but not altogether restful: young
men wanting to talk to me, and so on; I had to talk to the Liter-
ary Circle, and read poetry. Like one of my college visits in
America. Furthermore, the food is very szustere - no green vege-
tables - half-bolled potatoes - meat always bolled and rather tough
and gristly, and as the tin plates get out of shape and tend to
spin on their axes, cutting the meat 1s difficult. Cold corned
beef for breakfast; bread and cheese for lunch; bread and jam for
tea; steak pudding, or baked beans, or (once) sausages for supper.
And they won't ask any payment for board and lodging; which means
that I shall have to make a subscription to cover it. I bathed
once in the irent - very cold - went over to see the cathedral at
Southwell, which is worth seeing - good Norman nave, ornate late
English chapter house. The country 1is flat and dull, but very
historie - King John died in Newark Castle, which is pretty well
preserved - Chartes surrendered near by - edge of Sherwood Forest,
go there are Robin Hood and Little John inns about - the White
Hart at Newark is a beautiful fourteenth century inn. Rose every
day at 6:30 for Mass - the only other offices guests attend are
Lvensong and Compline.

Well, I am wondering how you find Scripps, and whether it is very
very hard starting that life again. I am very painfully aware of
the meagreness of your life even at its very besti! to wear out nine
months of the year among voung and self-centred girls most of whom
have no soclal background, and with colleagues most of whom kxx=
are unqualified either soclally or sensitively to have anything to
give you, and some of whom are not to be trusted; and to have no
hollday or change excevt for the company of elderly people who

(I hope you will not mind my saying this, but you know you may cri-
ticise freely anyone belonging to me) with all their sweetness and
lovingness have had an easler experience of life than you, and

more placld temneraments. I cannot bear to think about these
things too long at once. It isnt as if you had such a damned can-
tankerous temperament as mine, either. And at leacst 1 have always
the cold satisfaction of reflectling that everything that has hap-
pened to me has been through my own fault. It is true that 1

have religlous compensations, though these are not what people or-
dinarily think they are. Most of the time the prospect of life
after death does not exhilarate me, but seems rather terrible.

S50 much of the time one is simply so tired of living that the pros-
pect of extlinctlion would be a relief, and that prospect 1s denied
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To-day is my birthday, which is not a good excuse for writing a
letter, but is the only way of celebrating that event that I leve, as
Ll have so far succeeded in concealing it from my friends. 1 a
year ago this evening I arrived at Ada's, and began my eventful vi-
git to America. I wondered then where I should be a year hence, and
I find m cl“ wondering the same thing to-day. Another fine autumn
day, &as ne as that a year ago. I cannot say that I am proud of the
progress I have made in the time. I wonder if other people see them-
gelves always as a monotonous repetition of the same faults, as I do.
The same restlesness and weariness, inabillity to coicentrate on whet
there is at hand to do, the same constant evasionsaXXERXAXX in one 's
thoughte and minor occupations, the same discontents with other peo-
ple and expecting more of them than one has any right to do, the san
dryness of spirit: everything returns, or surprlses one with the re-
minder that 1t has been there all the time. I pray that when all
earthly desires leave me there will not be left merely a vacuum, a
torpor. Of course this condition is not Dntiquous, but most of the
time, and + dare say nervous fatligue, and t he reaction from the con-
stant occupation and distraction of Aﬁ@rica, play their part. I
comfort myself with the reflexion: il y4 a toujours guelcue chose &
faire, in spiritual improvement, in ﬂ;ﬁlug the most of myself, and in
usefulness. While at EKelham I read a blography of the vlcnmte Char-
les de Foucauld, the Trappist monk who became a2 missionary to the
Moroccan tribesmen and was killed by some of them during the war: -
some of my French friends had met him: such steadfastness, self-ab-
negatlion and devotion make me very much ashamed of myself. A man
with such immense stores of gpiritual energy, and rl;ts of grace,
utterly concentrated on the good and on God, makes me feel a very
poor thing to be always so tired, tired, so lacking in enthuslasm
for the things I can do, so cons <—“u1v twrlinb to light reading or
crossword puzzles.

Vs
_‘_"s
1

You see, again, that other people have reason to be dissatis-
fled with themselves besldes you - and a great desl more so. I wish
that I might have a long letter telling me of your present 1
have seemed very far away the last few days - and having no
upon you I am the more easily inclined to believe that you ha
or will ge, interest in me. Even if 1 were convinced
howevery I1'should be just as anxious about you, and as anxio
every Scrap of news that I can.
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I am 'ginning to find writing into the silence a little hard -
please do 1 = me for uhat - and verhaps, having hoped to hear
from you ahﬂi bl fore now, I have wondered whether perhaps 1 have of-
Fended you in some way uhﬁuown. You tried, I know, to assure me a-

out my own reality. I tend to be jealous of all the thing you are
doiug and the tﬂogohts even, in your mind, of which I t'ow nothlng.
I know you will say: HOthlhé has happrened except the same routine
which you ought to be able to imagine" or else "Ny d:ar man, at leﬁst
a8 much 1s happening to you, and going through your hea@, I suppose";
but one 1s not reasonable in these matters. And I know that 1ntima—
¢y in correspondence is sn intermittent affair - and besides I belleve
you are a much more "temperamental" person than my humdrum self -
though I think I naturally creve external stimull as much as you do.
But there, early spring and early autumn always put me into an irri-
table state, and my senses too are more azcute then for a time. The
weather has been of the St.Martin's Summer variety, though too early
for that. Michaelmas daisles in full bloom, the birds having thelr
autumn burst of song, the mornings damp and cold and hazy, and a
bright transient afternoon heat. I have found a good afternoon walk
after work and before supper: a couple of miles or so to the tast, o-
ver the border of Kent, drink a pint of bitter at the Royal Oak at
Staffham Wood - you take your bint and sit on a bench outside look-
ing down the village street - it is only two or three houses - and at
the mist crawling down through the valley - and then back in the dark,
for it 1is almost dark by seven now. And I guppose with you 1t is
blazing heat over the baked brown hills, and that terrible glare on
everything which seems to kill all privacy - not that you would have
any in such surroundings anyway. The last roses are budding, the
finches swing on the thlstles, geese are being killed and eaten, mag-
ples and lapwings skim across the field, and sometimes a kestrel ho-
vers over. Shall I have an envelone tomorrow morning, I wonder?
Hardly, you will have been too busy with the beginning of term. Your
lagt arrived with a 3 cent atadp, by the way, but I did not have to
pay excess. God bless my Emily.
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31 MADISON STREET
GRAY GARDENS
CAMBRIDGE

Eliot House (I expect to go

there tomorrow): 3d October.
b Lo

%4;‘- ' 8

This is merely to thank you for your letter of the 28th, which I
found awalting me when 1 went to leave my washing last night.

I am very glad that Scripps appears a happler habitation and place
of work than it seemed (must have seemed) at first: or is it mere-

ly that you have made a determined effort to see the best of 1it?

I hope you have had two letters from me by now. this is not a
letter, but to say that I wish to ring up Claremont 6101 on Satur-
day night - if I have to accept some engagement which would make
it uncertain I shall wkre you. I figure that if 1 telephone

at midnight it will be 9 peme., I trust a convenient time, for you.
I have first to make sure that my telephone 1s certain to be con-
nected, and to find out how long it takes to get a call through;
but 1f you do not get a wire from me, and if 1 do not get a wilre
from you, you may expect me to telephone on Saturday night at

12 midnight by our time here. It 1s difficult to believe that 1
shall really hear your voice. 5 1

;A







BY AIR MAIL

PAR AVION







FABER & FABER

Limited

DIRECTORS !

G.C.FABER (cHAmRMAN) PUBLI SIE“:RS

C.W.STEWART
RH.ILneELAMARE
F V. MORLEY (u.s.a)

T.S.ELIOT (u.8.a or1GIN) 2 ‘1 RL—S SE—LL SQUImE

TELEPHONE :MUSEUM 9543
TELEGRAMS : FABBAF, WESTCENT, LONDON

A }E) ‘ T October 1933,

I have hesrd nothing from vou since vour letter of the 234 Au-
‘ust, which has made me very apprehensive. I hed hoped to hesa
from you again before you left Seattle - I did not expect that you
would have the time to write during your first week or so at Olare-
mont. As there has been no reason on my side why you should not
have written during a month or more, I have become very anxlous;
and under these conditions I am always ready to conjure up every
variety of disaster. Of course you assured me that 1in the event
of any serious calamity the Perkins's would let me know; yet I am
always inclined to fear that they would see it differently, when
the time came, and think it kinder to me to keep me in the dark.

It is difficult too in these circumstances to keep up a normal tone
of letter writing - that is, an account of events, 1f any, with ob-
servations and comments and anything in the way of ordir "eon-
versation": I mean that it is 4ifficult not to wri more passion-
ately than I should - and it 1s hard to keep my mind off - when
there 1s a regular interchange even just of small news an with
legs effort keep myself in hand; but at times llke the :

find it difficult to keep quiet and concentrate upon what 1 have to
do, and I can sit before the tyvewriter for a long time trying to
thrash to work a mind which would be much better off 1f it were va-
cant instead of preoccupled. However, I will try - with my scru-
ples and my feeling ways in conflict, and with innumerable anxl-

LONDON,WC.1

16
-

al
eties and agzonies of doubt.

I have had to spend the l=st three days in tomn - Wednesday to
lunch with Lily Norton, whom I like very much, though there is no-
thing very brilliant or stimulating about her - but she 1s so very
well bred - and imparted to her a good deal of informatlion about my
affairs here, which she may convey to Boston at her discretion;
Thursday to lunch with the Hutchinsons, who are very anxious to be
helpful: Mary had tried to get V. to come to see her, but V. had
said on the telephone that she would not come if Mary wanted to talk
about me; so Mary will try agalu later, and not talk about me, but
about V. 's future on the assumption that the separation is a per-
manent and settled matter; Jack put forward one or two good polints
in connexion with the settlement. On Vednesday afternoon I had a
meeting (the first one) with my brother in law, which 1s to
lowed by another at Bird's office, as an attempt to draw
terms. Thursday afternoon was passed in a long meeting of
Standing Committee of the Literature Committee of the English Church
Union - Friday I lunched with this Martin Browne and his
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s uncertain; but it is obvious that everyone who is
to do anything must work for analt tion of the

: I avery radical degree; and it 1is certmihby up to
Christians and Church peonle to do what they can - othe“m*ae it
may follow that the Church itself will, for a whole period of clvl-
lisation (if vou ca it ecivilisation) mcrely LE kept a2live by a
small number of falthfi Bnﬂ will play no part in the soclal and
moral organisstion F ety - which would probably mean a long
Dark Age ahead. qt Churech folk of the sort I have Jjust been
with, however, and hink it is true of the higher eclergy general-
ly, who are mostly not Catholic minded, though friendly 1in these
days, 1 recognise a very high level of intelligence, good will, and
real goodness and public svirit; but, compzred to my more Cathollec
groups, & lack of intense spirituality - wh ch is & hard thing to
define further, but which is either there or not. On the other
hand the Catholics, especially parish priests, tend often to a fus-
siness ofer detalls of ceremonial whi ch dellghts unoccupled women
and i1s a waste of energy. But you cant expect everything of every-
body, or much of anybody. 1he Archbp. is almost too efficlent,
but 1s open to reason; and several plans for commissions, enrolling
adherents on payment of a shilling, etc. were vetoed by the tact and
wisdom of Joe Oldham, who is very experienced in matters of organi-
sation. I cannot see the way veryv far ahead yet.

I spent a night at my club on the way back - which 1s rather expen-
slve, but they do look after you well - I dont know what the home-
less middleclass Englishman would do without a club - and dined with
the Hutchinsons, who have been very nice to me. lMary gave me two
pieces of information! first, that Massine has had a great success
with hils revived ballet, and that it has resched a popular audience
a8 never before; and that the Sadlerg Wells - Old Vie committee, of
which I have been a nominal member ?ram the start, 1s attended by
very few members, and that if I came to the ”CEtl_ES we might be a-
ble to get some interes 3ting things done. Tchekov' s "Cherry Or-
chard" they say has been verformed most brilliantly and successfully,
with Athene Jewler and others; and "Henry VIII" is coming on short-
ly, and I shall try to go to that. llary also informed me that V.
had left town for a few days, but destination gnknown - ‘ﬁﬁfrcut1v

1t} rse, or with friends. I had a meeting at Bird's office

h Alfred James and Maurice (Haigh-Wood) and we seem to have made

gome Drogress. Anyway, an offer of financlal terms is to be made;
and 1f she lgnores that it is sgreed by her lawyer axi her brother
that the only next step we can take is to wiih014 funds and cancel
credit.
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