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BOOKS

ELIOT THE POET

ASH WEDNESDAY. By T. §. Eliot.

G. P. Putnam’s Sons, $1.50.

Tt happens that Mr. Eliot is-an fmportant poet who is also an editor

and pamphleteer.
American periodicals he has

In his quarterly,
written sharply about Humanism and his

the London Criterion, and in

old master, Babbitt of Harvard, and approvingly of Anglo-Catholicism.
e e ey

It was clear he was neither with
Foerster’s crowd nor with Hartley
Grattan’s, and it was quite as clear

Others disowned him when they dis-
covered he was what they call a ‘‘re-
All this will work itself

on the note of Dante’s humility-
in o sua voluntade e nostra pace-

. |finally, *‘And let my cry come &
thee."”

e

Much more remains to be said abou
this_memorable_poem.
Driefly say that Eliob’s theory of poe-
try is completely justified. The strong
petsonal emotion from iwhich _the
poem no doubt originated has been
implitied i

fout in good time. no
greater mistake, ho more stupid way
of reading ‘‘Ash Wednesday'” (pub-

o
| Bliot is rivaled only by Mr. Yeats

‘Ash Wednesday'’ is not really so
dependent on Eliot's personality. Tt
is like his other poetry, of course,
and of course the same man also

in the poetical use of the English
language.

wrote the articles in the Criterion |

and the Bookman, But if any reader
needs help in this poem he should
| not go to these articles, or to “For
| Lancelot Andrewes.” He should go
to the Bible, the Catholic liturgy and
ante. He might ga to Bliot's
recent essay on Dante. B
help, but not because it contains
Eliot’s personal religious opinions; it
doesn’t. Eliot is generally concerned
with what happens when he
thought through his personal opinions:
e might concern ourselyes with
the: excellence of the poe
who are still left with a feeling for
style will find great delight in the
canon-like progression of a decep-

Because I do not hops to turn
gitt and that

/
Because I do not hope to know again
The infirm glory of the positive

hour 4 i
| Because 1 know that time is always
time . . . ¢
The first three stanzas begin with

poem, going through many moods
and movements, has a similar de-
velopment and recapitulation. But
it is impossible shortly to discuss the

5 It is

experience it communicates.
P

It is one of the few religious poems

succeeded spiritual desolation; by its
communication the reader is con-
vinced that this attitude is the in-
evitable outcome of the hard disci-

must first give up these inadequa-
cles. The second part, sensuously
very attractive,

in Ezekiel xxxvii., but the poem is ad-
dressed to a lady, as Danf
dressed his to Beatrice, and it is
indirectly a poem for the Virgin
Mary. continues the disvaluing
of personality. Three white leopards
(worldly desire) have consumed the

these bones live?

getfulness and absoluteness beyond
the reality principle, and this is the
inheritance of man.
o e

The third part is a kind of allegory
of one climbing the stairs beyond the|
reach of despair and hope to al
strength which, however), worthy
(Domine, non sum dignus), he may
share with the Centurion, through
faith—but speak the word only. . . .
One notes here the dexterity with
which Bliot has interlaced character-
istically Dantesque imagery with the
meaningful music of phrases from
the Catholic_service. ~The. general
feel of the Haster season—the life-
death-resurrection cycle that had

“April is the cruelest month'—the
sense of humility that comes with
the anointing of the ashes (Remem-
ber, man, thou are- dust, unto dust
thou shalt return) on'Ash Wedne:
day; the prophetic voice of Ezekiel;
the ‘designs and symbols of Dante;
all these form an intricate contra-
puntal development, unmistakably]
in the modern manner, on the theme
of penitence.

The fourth part calls on' Mary, or
Magy'’s advocate, to have mercy on
our exile here, to redeem the time,
and the fifth part, continuing the
intercessional,” expands the Word of
St. John with astonishing virtuosity.

theme—because I do not. hope—recalls
the waste land, reiterates the feel-
ing of the Easter renewal, and ends

The last movement recapitulates the |
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Janice Davenport in ‘Beggar Stu-
dent’ at Little Theater on Monday.

George  Morgan, barytone, will be
heard in recital. He will be assisted
by Frank Bibb, pianist, and a string §
quartet in a group of songs arranged
for voice, plano and strings

, who will also accompany the
s!nger in his other numbers, including
a manuscript song by Erno Balogh,
which receives it first Hearing at this

hegCompinsic, Trio iliipdics
ork by H. Villa-Lobos,

opus 87, and Smetana Trio, G minor,
opus 15,

Hortense Husser], planist, who ap-

Schubert’s Sonata, o
for plano by Krenek (novelties here),
three Debussy selections.

La Argentina will give three dance
recitals in the Town Hall beginning
Saturday evening, November 22, and
following with performances
Tha.nksgwlng night and Tuesday eve-
ning, December 3. By special request

e has included Cielo de Cuba and
the Gypsy Dance in her program. Mi-
guel Berdion, pianist, will assist the
ancer.

The second concert of the series of

Biltmore Hotel
SU 1L 'elook. Tha abiists participating
on this occasion are Anna Case, Amer-
ican soprano, Claudio Frigerio, bary-
tone; ‘Tgnacy Weissenberg, Russian
violinist, and Miguel Sandoval at the

The Don Cossack Russian male cho-
rus, under its leader, Serge Jaroff,
will give a fourth concert in Carnegie
Hall this evening at 8:30. The program
will contain several new members.

Chief Yowlache, a Yakima Indian,
well known on the Pacific Coast as
a barytone, is scheduled for his first
n the evening of
‘uesday, November §8, at 8:30, at tne
Barbizon-Plaza hall. His progra
 divides itselt hetween clasaic song. lt:
erature and interpretations of Indian
music,

Various Musical Doings

Reinald Werrenrath will be the guest
artist at the benefit performance for
the Leake and Watts Orpl

John thp Sousa, world-renowned
bandmaster, and hi

n evening per-
cMillin_Academic The-
ater, Columbia University, under the
jauspices of the Institute of Arts an
Scien These are the only ccncertl
scheduled for Sousa and his band in
season.  Marjorie
gopranel) Baward J [Heney|
saxophone; William Ton,
Vil T Takdcn, S
o thia! assiating ,artists.

The Jullliard School of Muslc an.
nounces that it has selected for pub-

Josten has been professor of
music at Smith College since 1923. He

en a symphonic poem
or full orchestra called “The Jungle.”

ry H. Flech, who gives the
pdolphi Lewisohn Free Chamber Mu-

Mendelssohn; Quartet, Smetana.

Cecilia Guider has returned fr
the.

he procseds to aid o fund
S

y Comyn, contralto, will be heard

Franzblau Gives Piano Concert.
Isidore Franzblau, pianist, gave a
ecital last evening at Town Hall.
he program began with Beethoven's.
minor sonata “Appassionata,”
ppus 57, and included further Schu-
ann’s “Carnival,”" Chopin’s B flat
inor scherzo and the “Naila” waltz
of Delibes-Dohnanyi. = The player
[showed seriousness, but there was
less to commend in hi

should appear in recital.
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L.ioobon House,
24,SoutH AubLey StreeT, W.1.

December 10th. 1930

My dear Eliot,

Would 12.15 p.m. next Monday, the 1l5th.,
do for you: and would you stay to lunch
afterwards?

I shall be glad to see your article,

and if necessary to make suggestions

about it.

I am sorry my cousin has not been well
and has gone to Falmouth for some weeks.

I shall be delighted to arrange a luncheon

party when she comes home,

%—-w Nt

f ‘\JUA \
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